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The Chairman' _
..‘\. 1 '.;\,L o I ’ ..-- : W n
w111 you p1ease call, the rol;? S R PR P {
N ORI I Corav i ., B IR ~‘_ x:,_.,r st

Garl Beyal' :4U“;.h et et

Loy Called the roll. " 68.Council members present. . . bl
RECTR . :J-.; "

“The Chalrman' ¥ .":t.".- IR e R TR Y T

b i

'\‘

' We have a quorum or the Council members present so we‘,,

wlll proceed with the Council work,

At this time we will ask Roger Davis to give the’ invocep-‘
tion please- i N .}).ii. . A 't)l. %t » 7 |

Roger Davis: Sk

. v
at.

- '\"“\11.’
. ‘

Delivered the invocation in the Navajo tongue, -

%e%umm°

. : |
s Ve have been told: t;his morning that Mr. Litteil wads not |
feeling well, We know.that he had been sick in Washington g 0
but. he felt well enough: to-leave and probably overdid .again’ : !
yesterday and thils moxning he 1s.on his.way to see a Dootor
to determine whether he should be here or .not,. but we have a
Resolutlion discussed by the Council last night for some ac¢tion
the first thing thls morning, but we will have to by-~pass that
and take up the proposed Resolution urging the authorization"
by Congress on the Navaje Indian Irrigatien-Project, so that
will-be taken up and:the.proposed. Resolution at this t;me will
be~read by Mr. Davis. iz . : P

SRR LS

Vo Agenn oy it
Laurence Davis-'f:d L jni&&:f@ g
£ Mr. Chairman and Members of the NavaJo Tribal Councii
Wechave here- a proposedxresolution of the Navajo Tribal Coun-
¢il urging authorization by..Congress of the Navajo Indian, Ig-
srigation Project-and..the San Juan-Chama Project in New' Mexioo
r.and approving in principle 1egislation proposed for this pup-
pose. 'So that you can follow this long. Resolution, A1t 'might
be well for me to.read a paragraph at a time and’ have it
interpreted a paragraph-at a time.. I belleve Mr..Begay. . : L
.should pass out copies of, this Resolution to., the 1atecomers. iy

e

" Launenee Davisx (neaﬁing)

Urging authorization bz Congress of the Navajo Tribe Ir-
rigation Projec he San Juan-Chama Project in ew,
exico and approv ng n_princlple legislation propose

Tor this purpose, _

-39- v
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WHEREAS :

1. The Congress of the:United States by Public Law 485,
84th Congress, 2d Session, 43 U,S.C. #620, has authorized
the Upper Colorado River Storage Project, which includes the:
Navajo Dam in New Mexico, and has appropriated funds for the
actual construction of this dam; but has not yet authorized
the proposed Navajo Indian Irrigation Project, which, however,
is 1isted in Public Law 485 for priority of study by the' - :: .
Secretary of the Interior in order to determine its feaslbility ’\
for 1ater -authorization as 'a participating projeot of the S
MJM’

Upper Colorado River Storage Project, °
‘Tauvence Davis (speaking) . "

PRI

I want to call to your attentlion that where it says
that Congress has appropriated funds for the Navajo Dam, that ~
does not mean there have been funds appropriated enough to N
finish the dam but Just énough to start it.

d
The Chairman: O ' q
' q

I would 1ike to refer:back to the proposed Resolution
on' McCracken Mesa ‘in exchange for the Glen Canyon Dam. The.
proposed Resolution'that was read last night wlll be taken ' Q‘
up néxt since the irrigation matter we are on now wouldtake '
a good portion of the day and Mr. Littell would 1ike to get~ "
this out of the way.~¢.u L . :

2 st o vt N s d
Paul Begay '.L--V1§?uf,ﬁ:‘;_i?r?h_c~fuu_”.ﬁ ;~; : . P q

- Mr. Chairman and- Members ‘of - the: Council' Ladies and

Gevtlemen We have the proposed Resolution-that has been : ;
read to us. We all realize it has been read to us but there ~

is another Resolution here before us that should .be adopted. -~
In other words, it is only in District 1 there will be exe ' .
change for McCracken' Mesa, but it-has. never been mentioned
~in-District 2 which is Navajo Canyon and Piute. Canyon. A1l .

‘these - canyons have been used by the Navajo Tribe's 1livestock
operators, It 1s good grazing land in there ‘in: Winter time,.

arid good farming land and orchards and.houses, and, therefore

they sald if they put the dam in-“that the water.would back. up

120 miles close to Mexitcan Hat. There 1is no.doubt the water

will back up in Navajo Canyon way over one~half way.: There: -. iy
is no doubt but that Piute: Canyon will be full of water so, : -
therefore, my friends and delegates, that is all I am worrylng i
about, that Mr. Van Valkenburgh promised me to go out there

and survey this land out and see how many acres should be =
covered with water. That has never been done and therefore ;
it should be mentioned in this Resolution. That is all I am

worried about, delegates. I want you guys to think this '

over for me and help me out to have 1t mentloned 1in this

' Resolution somehow, 1o
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Howard Gorman:

Mr, Chalrman and Members. of the Councii: Yesterday we
exhausted much time and expense on this Bi1li, It is a six
bage document and was' read to the Tribal Council and I think
we got a pretty clear picture of the neaning of this Biii
and what it 1s. . :

- Now, we have also a three page Resolution supporting
this Bil1l, That is the Resolution that will be acted upon
by the Tribal Council and 1t has not been read to the Counciil
as yet. After it has been read, then you wlill notice that
in the "Now Therefore Be It Resoilved" clauses, in Paragraph
No: 2, that the Chairman and General Council of the Tribe be
and they hereby are authorized to negotiate, agree upon,’ -
accept and approve any amendments ln the language of this !
proposed Act deeined rnecessary or advisabile %o accomplish the.
purpose of this and the above mentioned Resolutions of this
Council and to give full support to the passageof this Act. -
when the provisions have been agreed upon in final form before
the appropriate committees of Congress pursuant to the author-
ity heretofore given in the above-mentioned resolutions as . .
amended herein., I belileve in this paragraph everything is °
Spelled out. I do not believe that Mr. Begay has- anything
Yo worry about. We . were toild Yesterday by a very rellable
source that. 'the construction of the dam wiilil take seven years
and then it will take 15 years more fo.f1i11 the reservoir

80, therefore, I do not think we have anything to worry about.

I believe that this.Bi11i is pretty well understood by the :
Councilmen and, after the Resolution has been read, I think' -
we will understand it more and better. Furthermore, I think
it*is spelied out without having too many incidentals. If

we have this Resolution'read, I think the whole thing wiii
come .out-a 1ittle clearer. Thank you very much,

The Chairman:

N 1 think when Mr. Van Valkenburgh was alive, Ed Plummer .

- dld some work 'in there and tried to rfind out the number of "
our people who-would be affected, as far as the land being

- inundated by this water, and some understanding can be gotten
- from that'and it .is suggested by Mr. Littell to insert a %
* paragraph’'in the Resoilution, .to have a ‘Committee investigate
and. determine .the amount ‘of damage -that might be done in the-
grazing-area, cultivated area and to the homes and report that
to the next Council.-meeting and I think that will help to a
great extent the quéstion raised by Mr. Paul Begay. = . ...

[

)
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Plpeline Beglshe:

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Tribal Councii: .In
discussing the proposed land exchange and the bullding of
the Glen Canyon Dam, I would like to state this much: Last -
year I stated in here that not.all. of us representing that
area had expressed our views about these proposed projects
and plans, I felt not all of us had spcken on it and again
I feel we must bring up points that were never brought out
at that time. It 1s true that Mr. Gorman has Just read us
a portion of this Resolutlon which covers perhaps some of
the 11ttle problems that are confronting us. Still we do .
not feel it is quite enough. Mr, Edward Manson did explain
his people are now blaming him for the entire project; that
he was instrumental in inltiating that project in that area.
I am pretty sure this would apply to other Council delegates ,
representing that area. Very few of the people seem to be T
aware of the fact that the buliding of the dam would create . s G
such a large reservolr. They do not seem to comprehend the - -
fact that such a huge dam would be bullt and such a huge
reservolr would be realized. Only when they see 1t would q
they realize that these were the very things the delegates - o ]
had ‘been talking about -in the past so I would 1ike to state
here that since many:of these plans and proposals  have been g
discussed and we have gone perhaps half way through the ¢ 'G
matter, -that it 1s rather too l1ate to go back. Instead I ' :
would go along with Mr. Paul Begay's remarks saying that the
.naming of those canyons should be written in these documents G 4L
thereby showing the people in there were not left out. Y d'
That 1s, the people of District 2 along with District 1. el

~Also, yester y we were shown a map whlch showed an area x !
which was suggested by Mr. Van Valkenburgh, but then, we
were also shown a red outlined:area that was suggested by the
Secretary of the Interior. I just wonder why that had happened —
without bringing that matter back to the General Council., ik
Why were we left adrift while this additional portion of 1and
was- inserted? Mr. Krause had aiso stated there would be very
minor adjustments in the way of 1livestock in that area when
the bullding of.the dam 1s completed. I do not think that
is quite correct because once they have bullt that area up and
made all the necessary improvements,.they will eventually fence
it up. Once they do that, there would be no way for our people
to make use:of some of those range area. I know this because - | ;
whenever the white people make improvements, they fence it up (-
to .safeguard them, whereas if the Navajo people make improve- f
ments, they do not fence them in, There will not be minor
adjustments but there will be a great adjustment that may be :
necessary. Then, recently, at one of the gatherings over in
the Gilen Canyon vicinity, people have expressed theilr feelings

-2~



request of Mr. Begay. .. A

Wednesday morning, Deceanber 1ltn, 1207: .. . g

by sayling that Mr. Manson's son was the. person responsible
for the planning of the project in that area. Some of those::
people who have said those things were very clearheaded and ‘.,
I do not blame them very much. Of course, our legal attorney.
has advised us.that this bullding of the project would happen.
eventually no matter what we may say. That perhaps is truen; ..
but stlii, I would 1like to have shown 1n these written docu-

ments that District 2 area is pretty much affected and I %,
request that our Chairman and you Council members to consider
that and see 1f we g¢annot have 1t inserted before we make
our approval on thls. - A

The Chairman: oL X : Lol
. Ly Vi

The resolution should be read by Mr. McCabe and there

will be an addltlonal portion dealing with that suggestion
of Mr. Begay's.regarding the damage sustailned by the pecpie; -
by the water backipg up in the ‘two- canyons mentioned and-I 7.:s
think the new paragraph should.definitely take care of the: i

RN .
s ARSI P e

{ . e
hAE D Lot LTS

J. Maurice ‘McCabe: (reading)’ e

., .. .PROPOSED: RESOLUTION ., = .-~ ..' %

. OF THE NAVAJO. - TRIBAL- COUNGIL .- S SRR I T
Approving Biiifor Exchange of;LéndS'Bébweén‘the.Triﬁé:and;élé
Lhe Unlted States Government of the Glen Canyon Dam Site i+ ‘i
and the_McCracken Mesa area, San .Juan-Ceountys Utah. -  -.;2 7.

-V
Jia {

[ e g LY ., . ! oy
BRA S ORSEEE SRR s B LIS AR ! A [FIALY]

R

CUARMONT e TS
I S A LB e Yt R T

1. The Council has heretofore approved the exchange: of:;r
the Glen Canyon Dam Site area for equal acreage in McCracken
Mesa area, with mineral rightsrexeluded from the exchange in
both areas, all pursuant to resolutions of January 29, 1957

(CJ-1~57) and March 20, 1957 (CM-38-57), and R I T

&
S g
o
2
o
[ ]

P
...... Loy

Z¢...2. An appropriate act of Congress has:been drafted:by
the, Solicitor of the Department of the Interiorr-and.the General
Counsel of the Tribe and members :of their respective-staffs -
for,sybmission to the Secretary ofi:the.Interior -and to this i
Council, respectively, as heretofore read %o the-Councll; and:

o " . R Tt T L S N NS S
:3. 3% 1s in the best interests: of the Tribe and ir aldr’
of .the policy of the .Tribe to makesavallahle.to NavaJos' who .
have 1ived.in San Juan County, Utah outside of the Navaja «' .
Reservation subject to harassing conflicts with ranchers in
that area and the Bureau of Land Management, an opportunity
to settle within the area to be added to the Reservation by
this land exchange, under rples ard regulations to be adopted

by this Council with the approva-: the Commissioner of Indian
Affalrs, alil as contemplated by proposed act, and
43~ |
k29 B J

- XERO N
ME;:] '

-




—--——:-. Y 8 7 nmm— . 2 4 § | At - \
.. LI AdOO

A
3%
L] ‘g ouax

Wednesday morn. ., December 1ith, 1957: Wt R

Further changes in the language of thils proposed ® -,
act m ., have to be agreed upon by and between the Tribet!s: ' °
officers, the Tribe's attorneys, and the offlcers and attor-,;
neys of the Department of the Interior, and it is in the ™
best interests of ‘the Tribe to authorize such negotiations
andvchanges. ‘n
-~

NOW. THEREFORE BE TT RESOLVED THAT: 5 .-

Jﬂ

‘1l.. The proposed act authorizing the exchange of the
Glen Canyon Dam site area for the McCracken Mesa area to be
ceded to the Tribe and added to the Navajo Reservation by the
United States be and the same hereby 1s ratified and approved
in principie, and

© 2, The- Chairman be and he hereby is authorized and foem i
reqiiested to have the Bureau of Reclamation by and with tHe “\v/"i
ald of the Land Use and Survey Section of the Tribe, to report‘
to the Councll at the next meeting and advise the Councii as:
to what areas of Navajo lands may be flooded by the reservolir

and what effect sald flooding may have upon Navajo grazing , {
areas. . _ - -
3. The Chairman and the’ Generai Counsel of the Tribe be ) R8T IS

and they hereby are authorized to negotiate, agree upon, :
accept and approve any amendments in the language of this pro-
posed ract .deeméd incidentai’, necessary or advisable to accom-i
piish the purposes._of this. and.the’ above-mentioned resolutions o
of this Council, .and. to.give!full. suppdrt. to-the:passage of:ili, i
this act when the provisions have been agreed upon in final.,
form before the appropriate committees of Congress pursuant S
to the authority heretofore given 1n the above-mentioned reso=-
1utions as amended ‘Rerein,. - i

y g . [ S AR} 3 .s..,--’:f‘ [P ORI fih.'-'.'. Sl

M AoEEoannet ********«-**** LT T T

o - e . . fe ey - . , . . i
B s 4Tl . : . i h . R

T T—

Paul Begay: .o vpovL 3

© Mr, ‘Chalrman and Mémbers Jf -the Cofincil: T see now that
‘we: have inserted the portion that“I haV¥e been after in this
proposed -Resolution that has just been 'read. However, I am’ ;
not ‘satisfied due to the fact that it has not been inserted’ *.
1t the proposed Bill that is"before us. That 18} it is not
written in this six page document that was read to us yester=-
day. I feel that some wording ‘should be Anserted Just 1like
it has been done in this Resoclution,’ Otherwlse, I 'am pretty
sure there wili be confiicting wordlng if this is not done.

T v ’ . ~dlia
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The Chairman:

We will ask Mr. Littell to comment on that.

Norman Littell. | ;
Paul, you never in the worid could geé that in the Bili{f

The Bill 1is not something that we draft., That is something "~

stipulated to by many different parties and 1t has no proper
place in this Bill Cor the reason I will explain to you: It
has a very proper place in the resolution and I drafted it ..
pursuant to your request because this resolutlon expresses
the wlil and wish of the Navajo people. Nothing was done
without your authority. Somebody asked a question here a few
minutes ago as to how this came up with the Secretary. It. .
was all done pursuant to the resolution and the stipulation o
as to the lands carefully worked out by Van, agaln was accom-
plished between powerful conflicting forces that do not want
you to get anything! I . .

The Chairman:

- .We will have a recess for ten minutes.

.y
3 ;'

| (Whereupon,-at;ioqzoha.mL,;@;@én:nihptazrécess waa,takénf)

N A 2 R A A R -t

The Chairman: . el at

W e MR
U ~ R e I I A *

We wiil continue with our meeting now. so Lo TR ,“h'

- (...' :.‘._.‘: . ! < T l_:‘.,,‘.;,':" 5!.‘.' . ;. [

Norman Littell:,d

Mr. Chairman and Memoevs of the Tribal Council. The -
thing .you will have.bo get clearly in mind, .Paul, is that under
the laws of the United .States and under the Constitution of,

. the United States people, whose property is taken for a public

purpose, get compensated. We have always conducted the nego—
tiations with the Reciamation Service, as Larry Davis again’
reminds me, on the basls that the.land belongs to the Tribe .
but every hogan and improvements of’ that character are taken

J

from individual Navajos and the Government will compensate:. =~ -

them the same as they would compensate me 1f they took my home
in Virginia. Only 15,000 acres apparently 1s really to be
held close and 1t seems the NavajJos will go on using their
Improvements and using theilr grazing over there- as' far as the
grazing area 1s concerned so they have not been hurt yet.

Now, as to the flooded .area, the new paragraph of this |
resolution requires that this be reported to you. That is.
1ike the flooded areas in hundreds of,. other similar, projects::
all over the country in which.people- are compensated if their
homes are destroyed or f1ooded or removed. They are compen-

sated under the Constitution and -5 a matter of basic law and
~H5- =
’é%ﬂ?] | %5R9)
L g —— p—————y —y————
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Reclamation law, not in thils Land Exchange Act, but 1in the
Upper Colorado River Act, which is the next item on the Agenda
and these men gre waiting here to tell you about this, so let
us get these axes sorted out and get the right ones before us.
We are now talking about the Land Exchange Act and it is
perfectly proper that you have a report brought to you by

the Reclamation Service with the ald of the.Land Use and Sur-
vey Section to see what the damages may be, but nobody can
tell you what the damages wlll be ten or fifteea years from
now '~ ten years to construct and fifteen years to flood - and
that .is. too much for any of us., .

Howard McKinley'

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Counciimen: ‘I have a question
in reference to the mineral rights. As stated here in this =
resolution and also stated in the Bill, that mineral rights
wlll be.excluded and that mineral rights will be retained by |,
both parties but it seems to me, if I remember correctly, the".
original exchange agreement stated definitely the Tribe would'
not have any mineral rights whatsoever in the submerged lands-:
and when you consider the acreage in the submerged land,
38,000 pius, the bulldings and land sites and. all, it seems
to me your mineral rights are restricted to a very few acres
80, if that is true, 1t . is.not fair.to say that both parties
are retalning their minerai rights, whereas the land in the
McCracken Mesa area the Government reserves all that. We do :
not have any mineral rights there whatever. It seems to me
we have a conflicting .stakement here,i:... ;.. .. .

Norman Littell: g

There 1is-no difference: between.the language of the Act
in Seetion 1, whereby the Secrenary agrees Lo ;transfer the .
McCracken Mesa area. tg the: Trib exclusive of-the minerals
therein-and Section 2, on-.page ,pwhere the Tribe's interest
in Glen Canyon -Dam is transferred. :£o the Government excluslve -
of minerals fherein. Just underline those words on Page 1° ‘of .
the. Act, eight 1lines down - the concluding words "exelusive ...

of: minerals therein." Just underiine that. Then, turn to ...

page. 4, . Section 2, which begins in the middle.of. the page and,

in the third line underiine “exelusive of minerals therein."-
Now :you w111 remember we had a pass at this, trying to JQ

get .the minerals because the minerals in the McCracken Mesa

are worth a .few miliion dollars and .there are no known minerals

in the Glen Canyon dam site. It would have been a nice deal
if we could have made 1lt. . This was..explained to the Councii

and you approved the exciuuion of minerals on Marech 20th, 1957,

recited -in the first. paragraph of this re solution. We cannot
have. everything but we .did get.this treatment of minerais in..
McCragcken Mesa .area in which the: Government in this draft has
agreed to close the area Irom all mineral entries, except the

...t"uu
' .
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ol1l leases and mines, if any, that are perfected there. You
cannot put them out but they wili close. 1t to new entries for
ten years, glving the Navajos a chance to settle and adjust
there. . . : ‘ .
i+'Now, on the Glen Canyon Dam area, you reserved. the minerals
and in the 1last proviso, on page 4, 1t says.in practical effect
thaft you :cannot make a mineral lease or exploratlon arrangement
except under reasonable regulatlons of tie Secretary of the
Irnterior. That 1s because there 1s going to be a townsite .-
there. That townsite, however, wlll occupy a very limited area
of 53,000 acres and if any minerals are discovered over there
and 1f anybody wants to go and look for some, you cannot be
deprived of the right to have those minerals developed, not
ten years later, but any time and under such conditions and ‘.
~ with such reasonable restrictions - I got the word "reasonable"
j:?*ihfthere -~ as the Secretary may prescribe. It is about as i
good' a deal as you could get.,. At least, 1t 1s the best we .
Lcéould get for you so, aside from that townsite, Howard, I think
mineral development if and when any mineral or oll company.....
would want to take a look at that area, you could go forward. .
i '&t- arly 'tmeo . : ' i ; '. sy N F v

Thé£chairman:: ] : . , P o ’ ”L”?

2 Are there any othef questioﬁs oﬁ this? ST T

[F3) . :
XN S o

Ned Plummer: S . ;:'“~’ SRS

Mr. Chairman, Fellow Council Members and all those preseéent:
I have a brief question I would 1ike to ask here about this
iResolution which is.before us. .- This' i8-eéspecially about the

new fparagraph that: has héeen insepted. -:Whlle we were discussding

; the river rights, ete., we have been told..and have assumed. ' .

5 that one-half of the water 1s ours; that we have the rights on

it. Alter this dam 1s constructed and the reservoir fillled,...
certainly there would be places established for recreational
purposes. °‘Those recreational sites.would perhaps be.on the

J+ side.we claim will be ours.. Now, would we be reallzing some.;

..return. from some of those recreatlonal facilitles? TECI C L

mhétdﬁairman: |

... I believe the question has arisen already to the point-
where: the State of Utah is.not in accord that we have one-half
the rights to the river as it 1is at the present time. It
goes to the boundary where the river starts .and they.ciaim
that part of it but 1t 1s under negotiation now, but what
happens when the reservoilr backs up and we lose. our rights, I
belleve that can be explalned by our attorney here, ;

47
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Norman Littell:

In Section 2, at the bottom of page 4 of the_ Act, it ..
describes the transfer of the Glen Canvon Dam property to the
Government. The first proviso says: #That the rights herein
transferred shall not .extend to the utilization.of the lands
hereinafter described under the heading #Parcel B" for publié
recreational facilities without the approval oi the Navajo .~
Tribal Councile" So, nothing can be done without your-approval,

The Chairman:

One other point the Council should be conscious oﬂlis fhat

" this proposad Bill presents the Tribe's side, as we see it..

‘there will be some changes in the Bill.

When the Congress discussed and deliberates on it, undoubtedly

to amend that in the way they think would be best so let.us -
not decide that this is going to be just the way it will be:when
Congress gets through with it. There is no question but .that
there will be some amendments and there are parts they will .

" tear apart and, for various reasons, they will substitute other.

language for it. I hope the Congress or Committee when they: -
report to discuss this that they will invite members of our- .
Committee to. discuss if any rhanges are recommended by the. .
Committee, that a representative.from.the Council might be. .
present and invited to explain.the.reason why we took this. -
stand on the Bill, s vu

Norman Littell:

There is no .doubt about. that, 'Mr, Chairman." " Either you
or anybody who wishes to be there, will be heard. = We will

arrange .that in Washington. :

- wFhe Chairmans. . - .0 .0 Erannaloeesied

7
SR I

I would like to remind the Council about this proposéd-

s eesolution - that what has been read to us on the proposed resolu-

tion ‘is -something that is our hope will be to the best interest
of ‘the. Tribe, always thinking that the thing that affects-is
something that will happen probably after some of us are gone.
It is happening in the future. ‘Nobody knows exactly what the
conditions will be 22 vears from now when the water will haveé:
backed wpto -its ‘full capacity in the ‘reservoir -and, ‘at that -
time, any changes that could be foreseen could be discussed -
by the Council and leaders of the Tribe will. take it in hand,
but we cannot sze in the distant future, but this is our think-
ing and our hope that this will serve the best interest of the
Tribe in the future and let us not. be afraid that this matter

is going to happen next month or :year or a short periods " This
is too. far in advance but, to the best of our knowledge,’ this

oy R )
'

They have the .privilege )
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2ez0lution is the best to fit the case as of now, of coursd,
especlally looking to something that might happen in the next”
twenty years which will have to be discussed so do not believe
that everything is taken care of. There will probably be = ..
something happening which we cannot see which will come up a,:.

few years hence,
ﬁorman Litﬁellf

~ I think it ought to be said that one of the greatest = -
events in the whole South was the building of the Tennessee ... ..
diver Dams, irrigation projects and flooded areas. There was
the same kind of fight all over the South. Who is going to be
hurt and flooded? There never has been such a boom in the .
South since the Civil War that took place after construction of
those dams and people have recreational facilities and lakes . -
as ‘they have never had- them, and power, and you will get that '
sooner or later too and you cannot find a dissenting voice, :
inimy experience in the South where these things took place,
vastly greater than is happening to you, but it was, but it =
was a'blessing of the greatest iuportant to the southern states
where these great dams and' projects were built, L N

* The men who are here can tell you more about the fugure .-
of this area when you get the Navajo Dam and Glen Canyon Dam.
You fought for them both for years. You fought for the Navajo
Dam and it is a part of that Glen Canyon Project. I can say
in conclusion that you approved what this. Bill says in two
resolutions. This Bill'is®simply carrying out your .past in=
structions in resolutions’of-January 29th, 1957 and March 20th,

1957, R "
e 1 TN A P o SPSS EE & SRR -
g4 o [ ' . _..‘-' o8 oy i g sy . . : .,' ".
Henry Taliman: FIVTOANE T PO R

-

.
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&' Mre Chairman and Members of tlie Council: "I believe this
question has come up before the Council previously with various
explanations and therefore, the first agreement made by the .,

- Coumricil apparently was not very well thought of, after-a looking
over by the Congress in Washington, although, to begin ‘with, " .=
as to my urderstanding, several suggestions have been made by’"
the Reclamation portion of the Government; that we are as far. -
as..to exchange that land, This land is the one that we have
had under-»this Glen Canyon Project., ‘It came up to the point
that the land was to be exchanged for ije@racken Mesa with no
explanation as to what the Government could do as far as improve=-
ments or-what part the Government will play 3o, looking over
this Bill the last couple of days, to begin with it seems all

of us did not have any idea as to the meaning of this Bill,.
How, after yesterday, going over it item by item, perhaps the '
majority of the Council will now realize the benefits for the "
Tribes It has been brought out what the Covernment is poing to
/9=
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do witb authorlzatlon frox The Secretary., Now, 1 am not.

going to say too mpgch. . Although I do not live there, T i~ 'r#¥

made - several .trips in that area and I do not believe we' should
take an attitude that a lot of Navajo :people’ are going to.
suffer under certain circumstances as to their range and to"

- their farminge The majority of HNavajo people are 1living thls

side of the canyon so I would like to say that we have to take -5t

chances no matter what we think or what. hardship we may have
to undertake. in the future but, nevertheless, the member of,
the..Council from that area, we will suffer in years tb cOMe,
which, is to say a_lot of the people have suffered tinder the “f;‘
reduction program, things like that, The Secretdry of the ' ,°

' Interior and Congress have the authority to reduce, our llVe-f;
~.‘stock.and we have no choice as to the Reservation, the range -
-'in the area in which we live on the Reservation. Ve have to Qj

'.Q'Plpellne Beglshe°

. .

realize on both sides we have to.take as a matter of fact,llt*f
is always for. the best interest of the majority of people so:
I would like to say I am going to make a Motion that we pass

x this. Resolution with the amendmeht, with the other words that

have' been inserted and I. belleve there is one word’ scratched

J=#out by HMre Davis, I believe we should approve this Resolution-

with the amendment by Mr. Begay and other members of the. Council

“and also I would say with the full understanding of the Councile
.. men.who live.in that area, they. will know agaln what has to &
" be ‘done in the next General COHDCllo,.- Lo : :

B XA
i

LTINS EUAAE '*',.:-'-.(:3. i

Mre Chairman and'Wembe“s of the Courcilt "I just have’

.*fabout three brief questions I would like to ask., We have just-
~been informed that if this project is undertaken, that the com=~

pletlon of it would take more than ten years, That being s0,

ff;still it is a short time- hence, 6 .We.Council members have been
“" glected for a.period. of four.years ‘and. before ‘we have gver

settled down,.our term is nearly over ‘and I ‘'say most of this*

r"~program is hurrledly done so I would like to ask questions [
- with respect to these progects when completed. We will '

eventually have. a shore line on the Neservation. Would we hdvé

. a’ Superintendent or other.official who would look and care for
- that shore line, etc.? ‘Also, we have medicine men who are

engaged in ceremonial activities and they usually -acquire cer-

ﬂ?«tain species from water and, should that ever take place, what
. - +would happen? . Would these things be available to them? - Also,
. when the water does. come up, would it be possible for people.

to obtain pumps so that they may pump water out and use it for

irrigation and other purposes? Then too,:'we have been
informed that people who would be hurt by the backing up of
this water would be compensated, Ve only hear it and we want

to know whether that will be paid once or continue to receive
payments for over a period of time. In getting pumps, who

yould pay for them? Would the Tribe ox the Dureau?

=T
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The Chair: , woro
I a. : re there is no.chjection to our Havajo medicine

- men to get materials close to the ater or in the water for ...
iiedicinal -purposes. But, referring Baclk to Page 4 of the"Bill =
“That the rights herein transferred siall not extend to the
utilizdtion of the lands herecinafyer gdgscribed under the heading
¥Parcel L% for public recreational -facilities without the | -
approval of the Mavajo Tribal Council®. This ineans that you,,
as ‘Councilumen, willyetill have to .approve if any other project
is started by anyones - It cannot be started without your .
approvale. Ve still have the last say in it, but as far ‘as
puiping from the Reservoir is a question that has been objected
to by the Reclamation people, but I would like to have lir, :
Littell ans ..~ that and, if it was permissible either for the-

~Government ox the Tribe, money might be appropriated tQ purchase

Puaps if that was permissible. b ' L

oWt

-~

tflornan Littell:

lire Chairman and !iembers of the Council: I doubt irf
everyone could help theuselves to water, llater is put out
under regulations for-distribution. Ilien are waiting over here ;
to tell us more about that . .On the other hand, I have no .
doubt that apart from authorized:distribution of water, it will
© be for the relief of the.people.who live near and who need it.
It makes sense and it 1s:almost inevipable. ' et
, .+ As to how people would-be ﬁhiq&lthe'law is that they would ~— - _
‘" "ibe paid just compensation- for what they lost. I do not know, ! !
. but that usually is. a lumpi:sum. . .ifhen I was Assistant Attorney
“‘General, we took Several.hundreds .0f thousands of acres and -
paid several hundred.of thousands of people over six hurdred’
‘million dollars -and«phat-was usually dore. by the determination
of -witat the damage iss That is thé rule’and that is the law'in
“gvery country, substantially .the. same liw. Furthermore,“let us
“-mot--forget the lives of many, many of .these Navajos will be -
eriorniously improved by having a lake in their front yard, How
.- much: would you give to have-a lake in your' front yard now? -
+ . L want to compliment Pipeline Degishe for his extieémely
able questions and I also want to say the position of our .
. "Congressmen of the United States is far more difficult that:
yours, -because a Congressman®s term is two years and he passes
#> on the laws for the people of the United States and affects the’
lives of. millions of people in foreisn countries as well and
he has only two years to go and vou have four years, which ‘is
not quite so bad. .

Idward lianson:
iire Chairman and Fellow Council liembers: I have one
- ' “51."
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question here about this land exchange. We have been told . .,
we have obtained the area in the McCracken lesa vicinity. Has
thati land” dctually been given to the Havajo Tribe as yet?

. We Tear the lMormon ranchers in'that vicinity are still bother~
" ing people and, for that’ reason, I want to know if that has
beenwapproved ‘as yet. .

Morman L1ttell°

cwtel ' No.  That is part of this deal. You do not get the land
until you ‘give your land and until Congress passes the Act, ..
those fellows willl still be harassed and they will be harassed
" the" resp of their lives until we get thls thing done.

Edward Nanson"‘;‘ ' ’1

Mr., Chairman and lMembers of the Council: Also, :I seem
not to be able to get over the fact that the Navajo Tribe seems
to be a very easy target and they can be easily handled by o
anyone., That is one fact that I cannot seem to understand,

One ‘factor that I know very much about is this map that was

. shown .to 'us yesterday-whereby that we have agreed to a certain
portlon of land that would-be-given up and yet, we were shown
.dn extended'line that was picked by the Secretary of the Interior,
(It seems to me theéy can easily do these things-no matter what
‘we db. That is the part that I am concerned about.' Then, when
we go back to our people to tell them about the things that..

our attorney is telling us, they do not seem to care to listen
‘or. do not believé them at all.” Lake, Tor' instance, most of
these proposed proaects and programs,” ‘'té ve’'realized in fifteen
‘or’ twenty=five years, they naturally ‘would" not be in a position
to..comprehend the’ 1mportan¢e of all those’thlngs.- Right now

we know perhaps of elght ‘thousand ‘white pecplé:who are now.-
located in the Glen' Canyon site who: are -engaged ‘in activities

: there. We see them driving day and night in their cars. Also,
from ‘the beginning it is felt since theése projects would take
vears . and a lot of workers, it was felt the Navajo people would
be hired on these projects.  However, that has not’ been done
yet.,” Instead only the contractors from the East have taken over
the, projects and are using their own people, Even the local
white .people have had great difficulty in finding employment
at,this construction, e :

Norman Littells

I think a point which has not béen made and ought to be
made 1s that the Tribe does not own absolutely the portion of
the Reservation where the townsite is., No point has been
made of this except that the Solicitor pointed out to me what
a good Hargain you are getting because the dam sites were
reserved and in the admission of Arizona there is a reservation
for dam sites. He says: "We can take this out witheut paying

-52.

AdOD

T e

¥3IX



po it e e e b A - - w
. . > AdOD AdOD

wl S - |$§g: oy3aX ou?’x
Wednesday morning, December 1 1, 1957
any compensation.? and all I can say ‘is: “Don't raise that
delicate subject," It will be brought up in Congress I am
. sure, I think, Ed, that the other Councilmen should carry: i
things like that back to the people, It is not anything your
officers or you do. , This is basic law and you cannot get
away from it. We are sorry about it but there it is. It is'®
the law. ' ..
LN
The Chairman:
We will recess until 1:30,
(Whereupon, at 12:;00 noon, the Council recessed until
1:30 p.m. of the same day.) :
; *
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The Chalrman. - i
Please call the roll.‘-f
Carl Beyal’ ' |

; ! ] vt . - « N

- . ‘ . A Y
. : X R ORCI R

[~

LY

‘called the roll, 66 Council members presents ' ' ik

The Chairman: . : " e
We will proceed with our meeting o David €lah had the
floor when we recessed.
.- ll ;'

David Clah£ -

Mr, Chairman and Members of the Council: I would like i
to make a brief statement here about what we have been discuss~
ing. Iy statement concerns especially about the remarks that
were presented by our legal attorney. The remarks were such
that it is bothering me to a considerable extent, that is, in
explaining the proposed land exchange, Mr, Littell had ex~
plained that the land that we are giving up in the Glen Canyon
Dam area contains no known mineral resources but yet, on the = g1t
other hand, the land that we are trying to get in the McCracken
area does contaln proven resources and is worth a great many
more millions of dollars than we are giving ups I believe that
is incorrect for when you say that some portion of our Reserva-
tion is not valuable is entirely out of order .- I think he.
should refrain from making statements like that, After all,
the Navajo people look upon their reservation as very valuable,
even so far as to say a piece of stone is of great value to
them so I feel I should emphasize this very much. Then too, 3
I feel in reality this country of ours is actually Indian S,
countrys The so-called forty~eight States of the United States
is, in reality, country belonging to the Indians. I look
upon it that way simply because that is my understanding of it.

The way I feel and the way I know it, not having been educated,
that is the way I feel on those things, Perhaps if you have
gone to school you may have a different picture of all this

but I think no matter how small the piece of land, if it is
reservation land or otherwise, we still value it very much.
Then, also, we value vegetation .tlrat we use, even just one blade
of grass is valuable to us.

I know why some of these people are deeply concerned,
that is, the people who will be affected by the building of
this reservoir.. I know in there is vegetation and brush that
the people depend on in the severe Winter months. They have
to depend upon it for survival of their stock so I do not blame
the people of that area being concerned so much about it.

5l
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“Then in saying people w'll be compensated for damages
done to their improvements, I would like to ask how the other
people will be paid as far as those people who were using the
land. They have the right to the land use. How would that .
be compensated? I feel too, that the land that we are giV1ng
up is far more than is being told here. It is true that it
is not just for the townsite but it is far bigger. In return
for this we are getting land over in the icCracken Mesa ared.
I am also wondering about the submerged portion of the land we
are giving up. I wonder too, if ’ for an equal size, we will
be cret,tlng an addition,

The Motion has been made to adopt this Resolution before
us and since we are now ready to act on it, I would like to
stress that one fact which is bothe“lng me. That is, I would
.like to request our legal attorney to,refrain from saying a
certain portion of our Reservation is not as valuable as other
parts of the land. I still maintain the forty-eight States’ °
land is, in reality, Indian land. It is just these foreigners
who have come on and establlshed themselves and now say it is
thelrSo : Pl R S P A Y

I would, llxe ta’ second ‘the Motlon that has been made,
which-is to qpprove this resolutlon._ o

Norman Littell:

lr. Chairman and Members of the Council: You know,
whether you like it or not, sometimes you have to face what _
other people ‘think and you ‘are soon zoing to face it when you
are, going to get down to Congress oecause even though every .
stone and every grain of ‘sand on the Reservation is sacred and
,.valuable to you, as well it mlght be as it is your. homeland,
""the plaln fact remains that the scientific world realizes there
is o0il in some of it and none in other parts and it is pure
foolighness not” to recognize the simple fact you have to admit
and face wheén you come to Conzresss. That is all my remarks
extended to. Everybody recognizes there is 0il in the_Aneth
extension. . Every inch of it is leased. S¢ far, no oil company
has taken any interest in the other, I hope you get rich
again with oil in Canoncito area but, for the moment, you will
have to face facts as they are.

e
eur?

Manuel Denetsone:

Mr, Chairman and Members of the Council: I have one short
question I would like to have answered. That is, what is this
proposal that when the uilding of the dam is completed some
power will be available? Now people that utilize such power
will naturally pay fcr this and I wonder whether the Navajo
Tribe would realize some income through that source. That is

~55-
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the question I have, - The reason I ask is that we are told
that.bne-half of the river dtself does belong-to the Tribe . ...
and 'they have a right to .it, . Of course, -there are other. .. .
people who maintain otherwise, However, basing it on that T
Tact, I wonder if the Tribe would be in a pasition to realize; -
something through this availgbility of power, I.also wished
to second the Motion but that has been done but now we are o
ready to act on it because we have covered this very thoroughly,
and I:believe there is nothing more to be said on it for the, -
tinig.beinge. . e
Tbe. Ghairman}
L S )
.. Mre Littell, do you have an answer to that question? . . .

< e e
PR

Norman,Littells | Ny

'z Mre Chairman and Members of the Council: You will get..,..
all kinds of benefits from power, For example, the Navajo .
Damy for which Congress advances the money, will be built .and, -
ultimately be repaid from the profits on power earned by the. . .
flow of water through that dam, Otherwise I think there is no
direct .revenue to the Tribe, If I am wrong,. some of these
experts can correct me in the next item that. comes before you =
I hope not this one, '

The Chairman:

. . R SO T TV E S
I am aware of -it in connection with'the ‘question he has
asked that the Navajo Dam, the. money used to 'build the dam,
will-not be reimbursable and the.power from the Glen Canyon’
Dam-will ultimately.pay:for the Navajo Dam.}..That is the way
I understand it.too. .. | I St

o T
L T |

. Marcus: Kanuhos - ..+ S g

ago-severad -of us made a trip to the then proposed Glen . . '
Canyon Dam.. When we made the trip there, Mr, Van Valkénburgh
at that time had shown us that from the dam .site to the. North.
about six miles away it would be the State line., He indicated
once the dam is built there would be a portion of land in
that vicinity which would become very valuable. He then
stressed the fact that whatever we do, we should try to hold. .
claim to that particular piece in that vicinity. At the time
he explained this he said he did not have the necessary docu-
ments or papers to show this but, at any rate, it was about
six or seven miles from this dam site that the State line runs,
He said that if we are to acquire lands like McCracken Mesa
area, that we should by all means stress and strive to get
this portion of the land he ing%cated. It seems to me that
= ,‘ER
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none of the Council delegate° from that area have brought

that point out., [IMaxwell Yazzie and Ldward Manson are very
much aware of this. little conference we had out there but,
since they are not bringing it out, I believe I should point
this out. Maybe it is too late to do anythlng about this now
because; we are too far alang, but maybe it 1s not too late to

inclpde it in this Bill, | . e

Vot

.
]

The Chairman"' o 5 | 3 'fx

: All those in favor of approving this Resolution cover:ng
this Bill, please stand.

.
LI

68, Council members approve, . Pl

fThe . Chairman' ; - o - AR

All ‘those oppoeed?“h - _t R

None opposed., _ ':5*“§“
The Chalrman' - ' o K

.;There 'will be a meetlng of the. Adv1sory Committee tonlght
at seven o clock., T By P . . PR

Mr. Robert Baldwin will be at‘Window Hock in the Census
Office from 2:00 p.me to 5:00 ,Pyme “on Thursday. All veterans*
gng their dependents who haVe probiems ehould contact Mre. .

a dWin« . it e e

. b

‘ e w111 now take up “the’ matter We started this morning. e
We w1ll ask Mr. Dav1s to continue the dlscusélon on that. ISR

[

Laurence Dav1s' (readlng) o . o

‘2, The pr1n01pal Justlflcatlon for construction: of theL
Navago Dam is to'provide a water suppiy for the proposed NavaJo
Indian Irrigation Project and for industrial-and munxcipal
uses:. in _the San Juan Rlver basin in New Mexlco. ;

3. *In-order for the members of the Navajo Tribe), ‘now; '’
comprlslng 85,000 people, to attain a standard of living equal
to. that. enjoyed by the majority of the other American citizens,
not only prompt construction of the Navajo Indian Irrigation
Progect, but also the greatest possible industrial development

in the, San Juan River Basin on and adjacent to the Navajo

. Indian.Reservation are essential.

m A;n In return for the generaxssupport of the State of‘

New Mexico for the proposed Wavajo Indian Irrigation Project, .

and in recpgnition of the fact that. the maximum economic bl
.‘rry_ ‘.“ -

(SR AR
ot :
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development of all parts'of iiew llexico is a henefit to all -
citizens of New llexico, including lNavajo citizens of New Mexico,
the MMavajo Tribal Administration has supported authorization

of the” proposed San Juan-Chaina Transmountain Diversion at =
uh:dsame tlme the Navajo Indlan Irrigation Project is author-'“
izeéd, ‘ -

5 While the original Feasibility Report on the proposed
Navajo Indian Irrigation Project, dated January 1955, contem-
plated a 137,250-acre project, 206,620 acres of which were to
be for non-Indlan use, iurther stud , embodied in a supplemental
report dated lMarch 1957, has shown that. reducing the total -

acreage to a net area of 110,630 acres making use of the best
lands available for 1rr1@atlon purposes under Navajo Dam,
both on and off the present Navajo Indian Reservation, and
reserving the entire project for exclusive Navajo Indian use,
would result in a much more feasible project with a greatly
improved cost-benefit ratio, in increased availability of waters
for industrial use in the San Juan River Basin in New Mexico,
and consequently in greater over-all benefit to the Navajo
people. Such plan would involve transfer of approximately
14,360 acres of Federal public domain, 960 acres of New Mexico
State land, and 4,320 acres of privately-owned land of non-

‘Indians to Indian reservation status, so that the Project could .

be exclusively for Navajo use, and the provisiors of Public Law-
485 and the Leavitt.Act would be applicable thereto. Such
plan hias been approved: by the Advisory Committee ‘of the Nava jo-
Tribdl Council on January 9,1957, by Resolutdion  No. ACJ-1-57,
which r¢ontemplated ‘ar exchange of non-lrrlgable lands of the ..
present Navajo Iddian Reservation for the irrigable off-reserva-
tion lands needed for the Project, or in the alte rnative, pur~
chase of the off-réservation lands by the Navajo Tribe and _
their transfer iito trust status by Pederal legislation. -Fur~
ther study, however, has shown that the plan of exchange is
impractical because of the population displadement it would
create but that purchase is feasible; and accordingly, the
Advisory Committee has" ‘authorized ‘initiation  of a Tribal land
purchase prcogram to-acquire ‘the off-reservation portions of'’

the proposed Navajo Indian Irrigation Project, and has authorlzed
the expenditure of Tribal funds for that purpose.

" 6.. It appears feasible at this time to-proceed with -
construction of . only the initial phase of the proposed San Juan=~
Chama Project, with an average annual diversion requirement of
110,000 acre feet, building the ‘tunnel.to sufficient size,
however, to accomodate the originally proposed annual diversion
of 235,000 acre feet so¢ that further staties of the project
may be authorized without excessive cost(ﬁhen and if they

become feasible. 9
N
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7+ The Inccrstate Stream Commission of New liexico '
approved the plan for reducing and consolidating the area of
the proposed NMavajo ‘Indian Irrigation Project, and of purchase..
and-transfer to trust status of the off-reservation lands re= .
guired therefor, .and of simultaneous authorization of the - !.:»

initial stage of the San Juan-Chama Project, in anmeeting-infat.

Farmington on October 17, 1957. At said meeting, the Inter-
state’Stream Commission approved proposed legislation for' Con-
gress to accomplish-this purpose and further to provide for
equal priority of water rights for the revised Navajo Indian
IrfigationiProject and the initial stafe of the San Juan-Chama
Projéct, and appointed.the State Engineer and the Commissionts
legal adviser to work with representatives of the Navajo Tribe
and the Department of the Interior to make further refinements
in the proposed legislation. > }q ' Y

'8, The State Engineer of New Mexico and the legal
adviser to the New lMexico Interstate Stream Commission met in
Phoenizxz., Arizona, on November 5, 1957, with the Solicitor of
the Department of the Interior, the Field Solicitor and the |
Irrigation Engineer from the Gallup:dArea Office of the Bureau.
of Indicn Affairs,' and “the:AssistantGeneraliCounsel.of the
Navajo Tribe, and ‘agreed.on a-draft'of legislation to authorize
simultaneously the Navajo Indianh-Irrigatioti’Project and :
the initial stage of the San Juan-Chama Project. . Such draft,
but containing revisions in sectiors 4 and 7 is attached to
this resplution,

oo

9. Subsequent to this meeting, the State Engineer of

llew Mexico and his advisers have niet with the Chairman of the

Nav&jo Tribal Council and his advisers and representatives: .
of*the Bureau of Indian Affairs to discuss revision of sections
h'ggg 7 of the proposed legislation so as to provide for the .
sharing of shortages by all users of water in New Hexico from'!:
the' 8an Juan ‘River whose uses are hereafter initiated, and ..

the Engineer and the Chairman-‘and representatives of the Bureau

of Indian Affairs have agreed that all such uses should share
proportionately in all water shortages on' the basis of their
respective authorized diversion requirements, rather than om -

phe'basig"bf’griority‘of appropriationx L ; :
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: '

1, The attached bropoSéd bill entitled "To authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate, and

maintain the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project and the initial
stage of the San Juan-Chama Project as participating projects

of the Colorado River Storage Project, and for other purposes, ™

consisting of the draft made in Phoenix on November 5, 1957,
but containing revisions as proposed by the Staté Engineer of
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iiew Mexico in sections 4 and 7 thereof, is hereby approved in
nrinciple, and the Congress of the United States is respect~ . .
fully ‘urged to enact legislation substantially similar thereto .
into law at the earliest practicable date, and to provide s
funds for early commencement of:construction of the Navajo: -’
Indian Irrigation Project ‘and initial stage of the San Juah&:i -
Chama - Project. o - et B T e L n e g el
* 2. The Chairman of the Tribal Council is hereby S
authorized to consider, -and if in his discretion advisable in -,
the interest of the Navajo Tribe to approve, further changes ..
and modifications in such proposed legislation, provided. the .-
fo}lcwing.principles are .always adhered to: : B bt

(1) The Naﬁajo Indian Irrigation Project hot be redﬁéedﬁli
. below a net area of 110,630 acres.

i (2)  The authoriied average annﬁai diversion requirémeqt_.

Al of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project not be re- .-

" .duced below 508,000 acre feet. - e

{3)" The Project be exclusively for Indian use, and the - .
S AR legislation provide for acquisition and transfer: ...
into trust status of the, presently off-reservation .,
R areas .susceptible to irrigation as part of the .:
Project - . .t von h e e
(4) No use in New Mexico of the San Juan River and its’
oetributaries above. Nawajo Dam-not heretofore |
a0 .+ authorized ' be given priority.ahead ol the Navajo
» »  TImdian' Irrigation.’Projecte.. . SR T -

TR - >:<>:<>;:;::>::::<;' R T

LR A i el v g e I
LR

The Chairmans - .. =nr" © crn o e 3o s LR

. In the middle of Section. 7 it.says::"to provide for
equal priority -of water rights for the revised Navajo Indian .
Irrigation Project™. That only means that each.one will have..
a share of available water. . That is the main: purpose of the .
discussion today so that no one will be denied, supposing that
the water would go down and they.have no water, as far as the
priority is concerned, everyone will have an equal priority.

I also want to.emphasize under 2, of the Resolve clauses
that the Chairman could approve some modification and changes
of different things relative to this project. However, there
are four items on which the Chairman is designated to stand pat
that no further chahges be made. First: Originally 137,250
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acres were supposed to be land on which the water will be:®
diverted. That has been cut down to 110,63C. They do not
want that cut down any smaller. Secoud: that the amount of
watey alailable, should not be cut down from.505,000 acre feets:-
Third: +That the Project be exclusively for Navajo Indian use.’
wHeretofore 26,620 acres was supposed to be used by non-Indians
«Inivthat area but that has been changed to acquire that land

by transfer:but now, as it is, the Navajos will purchase that -
-tand because of the difficulty. of people living on there = 7
moving and making other acquisition of ‘land. Last of all,. we:-
have this one here that no one should get ahead of us in using
any part of the San Juan or its tributaries. We should have
that water available for our iirigation purposes, so the .= .
Resolution states that no changes-siould be made and we stand
on that without any change. : CE R

T to - . _ o ] _ )
Laurgnce Davis:

e
e

How I will read the Bill and will explain briefly as I
go along with the Bill, When I am finished, I will make a
short statement and Ifr. Keesee 'will make a statement on the
Navajo Dam.' This Council has not been briefed on.the changes 't
made in the plan over the last two years using this map and ..
the emall maps distributed to yous I '¢ad make a short state- . e
ment on' the legal implications of one of ‘the sections.of this: -
Bill 'and then Steve Rgynoldsy.State Engineer:of New Mexico
.ean’ explain that section to .yous -~ ' Following that, you will
hear from our Consulting:Engineer, head of the Engineering . Uy
Department of the University of Wyoming, lMr. Person, who is =
here and he can comment on Steve Reynold's statement. I believe '
it would be best to hold your questions until:after the presen=
tation has been made by the various experts, because we do not
"have much time. These experts are going to answer your ques-
tions in advance if'-you pa¥ 'close attention-to them., . After :.
they.have finished, if they have not answered: them, you are"
“free to askithem and they will .be answered. - - SRR

{ o o .. , : ¢ -

Y
4+

Larr§ Daﬁis;(fea@ingj‘ ! o 3 Tk

To authorize'the Secretary of the Interior to construct, operate,
and maintain the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project and the ini-
tial stage of the San Juan-Chama Project as participating pro-
jects of the Colorado River Storage Project, and for.other
purposes. ' '

= : Be it.enacted by the Senate 'and House of Representatives
of the lynited States of America in Congress assembled, That
the Congress hereby approves as participating projects of - .
the! Golorado River Storage Project the Navajo Indian Irrigation
Project ;4§ described in the Bureau of Indian Affairs report an=
titled ‘*Navajo Project, New lexico Feasibility Report, January

Bl
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1955, ‘and ‘as modified by the- Bureau of Indian Affairs Supple-
mental Report entitled ‘Navajo Project, New Mexico Supplemental
Reporty Ilarch 1957 to Feasibility Report, January 1955," and the
San!:Juan=Chama' Project as described in the Bureau 'of Reclamation
report entitled ¥San Juan-Chama Project, Colorado-New Mexico, .
November, 1955, such project plans and reports having been pre-
pared-;and submitted as required under the provisions of the . °
Actitof April 11, 1956, 70 Stat. 105, Co S

Laupenéé'Davis (speaking)
. ' The meaning of the section just read is that Congress'ﬂ;x
give approval to the section just read. The project is not ...
authorized by the section nor any money put up by this sections
The real meat of the Bill is contained in the following section,

Laurence Davis (reading) _ epinnl SR R

© .Secd 2. ' Pursuant to the provisions of the Act of '
Apri¥ 11, 1956; 70 .Stat 105, the Secretary of the Interior .isu- q
authorized to construct the Havajo Indian Irrigation Project ta
irelude a net area of 110,630 acres of land with an average an=
nual diversion requirement of 508,000 acre feet of water, the:
repayment of the costs of construction thereof to be in accord- |
ance -with the provisions of said Aet.of April 11, 1956, 70 Stat.ss
105, including, but not -limited to Séction 4 (4) thereof.: ca

Laurence Davis (speaking) =i . oo.oiiw ,vi,ffhn}q . el LA
‘THe meaning of this is-that tlie Congress<will-authorize ' i
in ‘acéordancs with.the revised feasibility report which pro=
vidss<this to beé.an.all<Indian’project .- no-white use of it.: -
Also ‘the repayment of the .cost. of ‘this.project would be governed
by the'Act of April 11;.1956 which:provides tlat .the cost of .
the project above the:capacity of'the land tq repay, will be -
an outright grant from the: Federal -Government "and the cost of
the project within the capacity of the land to reply will be
deferred as long as the land remains in Indian:ownership. .. .

. :Laurence Davis (reading) S ‘ Per e . Radis

Sec.3. (a) " In order to provide for the most economical
development :of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project, the Secre-
tary of the Interior is hereby authorized and directed.to de-
clare by publication in the Federal Register that the United
States of America holds in trust for the Navajo Tribe of Indians
any legal subdivisions or unsurveyed tracts of Federally-owned
land outside the present boundary of the Navajo Indian Reserva-
tion in New: Mexico in Ts.28 and 29 N., Rs.10 and 11l W., and
TS. 27 and 28 N., Rs. 12 and 13 U., W.M.P.lls, susceptible to

t N . _62_
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irrigation as part of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project or
necessary for location of any of the works or canals of "sucdh.:i.
project; Provided, however, That no such legal subdivision or
unsurveyed tract shall be so declared to be held in trust by
the United. States for the Navajo Tribe until the Navajo Tribe'’"
shall 'haye paid the United Stafes the full appraised value =%
thereof; and Providea lurther, That in making appraisals of;
such lands the Secretary oi the Interior shall consider their v
values as of the date of approval of this Act, excludihg there-
from ‘the value of all minerals subject to leasing under the Act
of February 25, 1920, as amended (30 U.S.C. 181-286)), and. such™
leasable minerals shall not be held in trust for tjie Navajo -
Tribe and shall continue to be subject to leasing under the

Act of February 25, 1920, as amended, after the lands containing
them have been declared to be held in trust by the Unlted States
for the NavaJo Trlbe.

. P
U T

:Lerry Dav1s (Speaking)'

4s Nr. heesee will explain to wvou the' present plan is to
use the best’ lands whether on or off the RéServation for inclu-
sion in this project. In order to make an all Ihdian Project’
it is going to be necessary’ totake those ‘lands off the Reserva-
tion as part of the project ‘and: put tnem"lnLtrust status for''the
N?vaao Tribe, Then those landS'w1ll ‘bé in the present status
"of “the Reservatloﬁ lands ‘excéept For minerals®ind oil and gas ™

which is not included., In order to do that, it will be necesssry )

to acquire some 14,360 acres of Federal Public Domain lands and
add them to the Indian Reservation. Theré is‘'no provision in®
the present law to .purchase the land from the Federal Government,
Thig section’ w;ll provide a medns 'wheréby the Navajo Tribe can
purchase those "lands from the Federal Government and it w111

not “be necessary to ‘trade.lands with the Government, but it

will be ‘an .Qut and outcash pgrchase prov1ded by thls sab-sectxon.v

Larry Davis: (reading):

(b) The Navajo Tribe 1s _hereby atithorized to convey o
.UO "the United States, and the Secretary of the Interior is héreby
dlrected ;t0 accept on behalf of the United States, title to any
land or 'intérest in land within the above-described townships. .
acqulred in fee simple by the Navajo Tribe, and after such con=
.veyance’ sald land or interest in land shall be held in trust by

the United States for the Navajo Tribe as a part of the Navajo >,

I dien Irrlgatlon ProJect.
Larry Davis (speaklﬁg)

Thls section deals with State and privately owned land
within the area of the project as it has been revised. As you
know, Federal” Pumllc Domain lands cannot be purchased, but
State .ahd pr1Vately owned lands can be purchased and the Advisory
Committee hAs alraady authorized the filing of an application
to purchase two sections of State land in that area. After*the

2fad " L
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Mavajo' Tribe.buys the land, it holds it in fee simple like .i: i
any other landowners but, in order to have this an -all-Indian;:q
project, and-have the repayient under the Upper Colorado Act -;.
and Leavitt Act apply to it, it is necessary for all fee simple.
landé owned by . the Navajo Tribe to be transferred in trust..; .. :
status and this sub-section -just read provides the Navajo.Tribe
can be-conveying these lands to the United States ‘to have them; ,
tragsferred-into trust status, - = 07 S a DT

-

voad o
e,
A L

é?rygDavié (}égdihgf_ PR SRR
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(c) The:Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized

and directed to.acquire by purchase, .exchange, or condemnation.

any:other land or interest in land within the townships. above. -

:described susceptible to irrigation.as part of the Navajo-.Indian

Irrigation Project or necessary for location of any of the works :

or canals of such project. After such acquisition said lands £ o
or interests in lands shall be held by the United States in . ...

trust for the Navajo Tribe of Indians and the price of such’
lands or. interests in lands or: of the land given in exchange q
therefor by the United States shall be charged to funds of:the . :
lavajo.-Tribe of Indians on deposit in the Treasury of the United ?
States. - ' S . LI 505 ak
Larry.Davis- (speaking) - Pilw ua L ' L5 w N

. .»e-.The purpose of this:sub=section is just.to enable the. :(.

Seeretary ofi the Interior .teacquire.any other lands off the ...

Reservation necessary -foriinclusion in the:.project which the: .

owners will not sell to - the Navajo Tribe. ,.This authorizes -

him in .such case to go-ahead.and take it Even -in that case, ..

the iprice of the land.is to be.paid.for by the Tribe., The :

reason is that is-an . expression of .good;faith. JYou understand

,.."the . cost of this project.is.to be.a grant -from the United States~
the entire cost, If we would ask Congress to.assume the cost

of land acquisitions in.addition, we might not.get what we

. .want: and might not even get the rroject but,.if the Navajos say:

e are willing to buy the land and do our share. You are.going
to.build the project as a grant to us and we are.willing.to. .
buy-the land in order to make it feasible to build the project.,
that; is what the purpose of this section is. 5 o : y

.Now approximately 29,540 acres of off-reservation lands, - el
are involved. That is the amount we will have to put. on to i
the Raservation and for that small amount of land, the _.cost -
will not be excessive. You know last year you bought 99,000
acres from Best and Brown and -the cost was 700,000, so this
is less than one-third of the land you bougkt from Brown and
Best. ' The cost will -not be excessive either. -

-6l
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Mow these sub-sections that have just been read have
been approved by the State of lNew ilexico., Ever since 1912 the
State of New Mexico has firmly objected-to any--extension of ' ..
the Havajo Reservation. Now they have agreed to th&" extension
of the Navajo Indian Reservation to the extent of 29,500 acres
necessary to the Navajo Indian Irrigation!Project.. They have- .
agireed to this and it is a great concession on their part;id,gf

The Chairman: E 3 S

We will have a ten minute recess. ..
(Whereupon, at 3:80 P,.l{, a ten minute recess was t;kén.)
Thg‘Chairman: ‘
' We will continue with our discussion.
Larry Davis (reading) : e

Sece 4o« In developing the Kavajo Indian Irrigation Pro-
ject, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to pro=- i
vide capacity for municipal and industrial water supplies or
miscellaneous purposes over and above the diversion require- -
ments for irrigation purposes ,stated in Section 2 of this Act.
-Such additional capacity shall. not be constructed unless,
prior to such construction, contiracts shall have been-executsgd
which the. Secretary finds will provide satisfactory assurance :
-of repayment of all costs:assignable to.such additional tapacity. FRSeE #

R o . . T

Larry Davis (speaking) 'L'_r . T e E

Now this section that has juyst been read is one of the-
most important parts of the entire Bill.. We are supposed to
cut down the Navajo Project -from .diversion requirements of over .
600,000 acre feet to 50%,000 acre feet, That .is not going to
hurt the Navajo people, The way we cut down is eliminating .
the non-Indian portion. We are also cutting down from 285,000
to 140,000 acre feet on the San Juan-Chama. That saves us
about 260,000 acre feet of water annually. What are we going-
to'do with that water? The paragraph that has just been read
tells you what we are going to do with it. We are going to -
save it for municipal and.industrial use. What have we in mind?
We have the.Utah Construction in mind. The lease has been:
signed and gone through and is in full force. For their steam
generating plant they will need water and they hope with cheap
electricity to attract other industries and they will need
water so"we are saving water for them here and we are doing
that with the thought in view that this industrial development
‘will be just as beneficial to the Navajo people as the irrigation
project, maybe more so, and we have to have water for it and
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what we are saying here is that we are going to make it
possible for the Secretary of .the Interior.to sell water to.
these people, the Utah Constructlon and other industries,
and deliver it if necessary through canals of the Navajo
Project," - Anether thing that is poing to do is to” cut down
the- cost of thie llavajo-Projacts, As vou know, the 1rr1gat10n
proﬂect is g01ng to be a grant.’ If the Secretary "has to in~
crcase the size of the canals $0 he can bring water to the
Utah" Constructlon, the Utah Construction is going-to pay ‘the "’
cost’o_,lncreasmb the canals, which will add to their cost,.-
so that is why this is a very important section we have read.
It is going to provide jobs Tor the Navajo peoplce

i

Larry Davis (reading)

.. Scce 5, The Navajo Indian Irrigation Project shall

bt coneructbd, operated, and maintained subject to the pro-
v151ons of Section 4 of the Act of April 11, 1956 (43 U.S.Ce.
#620c) to the same extent as if such pPOJGCu were authérized
by scction 1 of said act (43 UeSeCe620). Payment of operation
and maintenance charges of the 1rr1gat10n features bf the Navajo
Indian Irrigation Project shall be in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Act of August 7, 1946, 60 Stat. 867; Provideds
That the Secretary of the Interior in his discretion may trans-
fer to 'the Navajo Tribe of Indians ‘the care, operation, and
" maintenance of all or any. part ‘of the Navajo. Indian Irrigation
Project- works, subJect to-such rules' and’.regulations as: he may
pruscrnbe, and- in- suchk+everit} the: ‘Secretary may ‘transfer to:
the"Navajo Tribe ‘title’ tor mdvablc Property - neoessary to- the....
operatlon and mhlntenance of promect works,'w Coad R

L&rry Davis (speaklng) i -"” L ,‘ e i

The first senten@eof thls scctlon whlch has been read

refers principally to the fact that the ‘cost: of the project..
over and above the capa01ty of the land will™ be a grant under
the Leavitt Act but;: in- ‘the ‘cost of the land; that refers to
the construction cost of the progect. On the operation and:
maintenance charges, the cost of operating and maintaining
the’ project, they are not grants on any irrigation projecte’
The-<Indians have to pay the costs.of operating the project and
this provides that the Sccretary of the Interior can operate
the project and assess the Indiatis living under the project
or, if it appears best, he can turn the wholc thing over to - .
the Navajo Tribe as is now being done in regard to the miscell-
anéous irrigation projects. He can turn the whole thing over
to the Tribe and say: "You fellows run it.” If he does that
he can transfer the movablc property necessary for maintenance
over to the Tribe‘'s He can give the Tribe the bulldozers;
shovels and other tools nccessary to do the job.
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arry*Davis (reaolnv) Lo T e ; L

.Sec. 6. Pursuant to' the pruVlS10nS of the. Act of
April 11, 1956, 70 Stat. 105, the Secretary of the Interior is
authorlzed to construct, operate and maintain an initial stage
of the San Juan-Chama Project, in eaccordance with the Bureau
of Reclamation meport: entitled, "Supplemental Report,.San Juan-
Chamd: Project, Colorado-New Mexico, May 1957," said 1n1t1al
stage to have an average annual dlvers1on of 110,000 acre- feet
of water. : .

La rry Dav1s (speaklnb)

Now we are\through w1th the NavaJo Project and. this
has to do with the San Juan-Chama and that is the project to
take water over the mountain to Albuquerque and it has been
the polioy of the Council and the Advisory Committee to

cooperate with the State of New Mexico in getting that progect.

" authorized and, in return, the State of New Mexico has been '-:
-cooperating w1th the. NavaJos to get. the Navajo Project. This -
-relates to. the 2nd progcct 1n the San-Juan-Chama projectw. .

: Larry Datls (readlng)

: Sec. 7. Notw1thstund1ng any prov1slon of exlstlng o
law; the annual wateér supply available from the San Juan River
and its tributaries above Navajo Dam for the projects author- .
ized herein and all:oether uses hereafter lawfully.initiated -

~in-New*Mexico shall be shared in-proportion to the, respective .

diversion" requirements for said projects: and uses in any .year
in which the Secretary of the Interior finds that the annual
water supply in addition to wa ter 1n storage w1ll be 1nadequate
for said projects and.uses. 5

.l

. o -

. Larry. Dav1s (speaklnb) e ' '; L = =;

Now, the explanatlon of this scctlon is what the dele-“~
gates from New Mexico are here for todaye. I will glve you PR
the legal background. ' In the Western States, when there is'' «
o shortage of water, it is.customary and it is the: law’ in .
post of the Western States that the water user whohstarted
using -that water first gets as much water as he needs and .

then the later users, are:the ones who take the shortages. In }.

other -words, if there are 100 users of a stream and in normal, .
years there-is enoubh for all, but,.in leam years, the later
users will go out’ completely but the.one who got there first
will get the use of, that supply. That is called the priority -
of diminution and that is the prlorlty of water supply.' Septly B

Now, there is another phase of that law of prior
appropriation regarding Indian water rights and that is called
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the Winters decision and that says Indian water rights have :
daily priority, not the date the water was first used but the
date the Reservation: was set up. Among white peopl.e using
water from a stream,.’every -one gets a pricrity. date. of. the
date he began to use the water but, if some water is used on
the Reservation,  the priority date is not the date the water
is used, but-the date the Reservation is set up, which may be
much- earlier than the water was used on the Reservation, and

that is called the Winters Doctrine.

How this section which has just been read, Section 7,
it approaches the doctrine of prior appropriation. and the
Winters doctrirein regard to the uses of the San Juan and its
tributaries above Ndvajo Dam. It would not-makeé any difference
what time the use started. You would all have an!equal
priority and if there’was a shortage, instead of the latecomers
taking the shortage, everybody would have to take his portion
of the amount..:I want you to understand fully what this section
would do.' - If this Section were not .in there and the Bill were
to ‘become Yaw, your Navajo Irrigation Project would have first
priority to these waters. You would not have shortagess: Every-
body else would. Now, you may wonder why I.would appear be-
fore you and say: "Would you like to. go~along: with this'section,
if in case your irrigation project may in some years have 35% -
shortage. - In solne Fears your Navajo Indians. on that project
may only get 657 of the water that they would otherwise be -
entitled to. Why. should I think:that should be done? ' The
reason I think that' should be’ done - thére are several reasons:
The first one is if the irrigation-had first priority and got .
a full supply of water, even in -years of shortage, the people
who come in -later, meaning the industrial users, would not get’
any .water at’ all .some years. “What would happen? You would not
get any industrial users. If thev -could riot depend on the
water supply, they would not come in.,  You would not get indus
trial development. Industrial development I think, and I =
believe you agree with me, is just as important to the Navajo
people as irrigatidn, maybe more go, 'so if the 'Navajo' Tribe
were to ‘insist on first priority én‘irrigation projects, it
would bé killing off all the ‘industrial jobs that.the:-Navajos
would otherwise get. It would be killing off the Utah €dénstruc-
tion ‘Project that we have all worked so hard for., The next -.
reason I am supporting Section 7-is<if we’did riot have this
Section i the Bill, we would never ‘get it threugh Congress.
If this were-not'in the Bill,' the only proje¢t that would be-
feasible would be ‘irrigation projects.. The Trans-Mountain and.
industrial development would not be feasible. ' They are '
reimbursable projects, They help to pay for Government work .
in New Mexico., If this were left just as this, it would just

be a grant to the Navajo Tribe and the people from New Mexico
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would:not' support it and the Congressional delegates would
not support it. and we would not get anything. The State

. Engineer from New Mexico is here to explaih this Section and
your own consulting engineer, Dean Person, is here to explain

. it further. . . Py

i Larry Davis (reading)

Sec. 8. Section 12 of the'Act of April 11, 1956, -
70 Stat.. 105, - shall not apply to the works authorized by this

7 1Act. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated out of

"any moneys in the' treasury not otherwise appropriated, 'such
funds as may be required to' carry out the ‘purposes of -this -
Act, but, not to exceed (208,000,000, L R

,.Larrf‘ng;s csbéakingf

' Thé'ﬁurpoéé of Séction & is to authorize Congﬁéss to .
put, up the money to get these projects actually built. =
S I o B . L T N

Now Mr. Keesee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs is here
and he will /explain to you what the present plan for the Navajo

' Project is "and the difference from the plan explained. to you
.about three years, ago. : C T /

[ .
£ [

cWJerty Keesee: | - . r e onan
[N . . ¢ e . ' 4 v . '

Mr. Chairman and Members of the ‘Navajo Tribal Coﬁncil:
Yesterday there was placed on each desk a .map. Now, that map

. ¢..shows the project as conceived in the 1955 feasibility report

and the .purpose 'of it' is to show you the difference between
the.préject thén and the project as it is now- énvisioned, which
is shown on the display map to my right. .The small map was
-based on the criteria provided by the Secretary of the Interior
“to ‘prepare a feasibility report on the Navajo Project and it

~includéd land for non-Indian users located Egst of the Eastern
boundary line of the Reservation and south'o% the towns'of"
3loomfield and,Farmington. Those lands were to be used by non-
Indian . farmers. - . st « ‘ :

.

:"i-_The'Navajo‘Proﬁect for Indian use, which is known as

ﬁffhe'Shiprock,Division;.was lo cated entirely on the Navajo Reser-

' vation.and just for the use of Navajo people.’ The acreage

contained, as previously set out by Mr. Davis ih his Resolution,

‘ was; 26,000 acres. £6p non-Indian use and a gross area of

“115,000 acres for Indian use., The New liexico State Engineer,
Commissioner of the Upper Colcrado Stream Commission from New
‘Mexico, the, legal touasel of the Interstate Steam Commission
met with representatives of the Navajo Tribal Council, their
legal representatives and representatives of the Bureau of

-69-
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Indian Affairs at Window Rock in October of 1955. It was at
this meeting that. the representatives of the State of New' -
Mexico made.this-verbal proposal on which the resulting pro-.
Jject area was' changed. -This verbal proposal included two
‘sections. ~ First: .That the Navajo Project.be developed as

an Indian Project. That was the first part. Second: That the
State and Federal land owned in the South San Juan Division
which could be served by a gravity canal, could be served with
an equal amount of Reservation land.

"-'. "It was evident from the first part of that, proposal,
that a much ‘cheaper project could be developed and, as a result,
studies were made along those liness ' ot

The second part of the proposal, however, was not_as
practical because of the population displacement it would
create by exchanging of land on the Reservation. - 4s a result, .
your Advisory Committee initiated a land purchase plan to : G
acquire the'lands within the South San-Juan Division. The . _
land will be served through a maih canal from the reservoir
primarily at.the same location shown on the smaller map. There ﬂ
. were some changes-‘made in the' Works, principally in the Kutz .
“ - Canyon area, ‘which rediced our'costsy As a result of and in
conformity with the first proposal to 'serve the lands by.gravity, R
we reduced the area in the South San Juan-Division lying East J'
of the Reservation line or extending there to a point about
five miles East of Bloomfield .and South of the San Juan River,

as shown an this sngller map . _ i

. ' “The canal enters the Reservation‘at-a higher elevation ' 1
"than ‘it did on the map which you ‘have 6n your desk. We maintain . j

. .that higher elevation to a‘point midway on a line between
.Farmington and Burnhams where we -develop power which will be

used.to pump to lands tlat ‘we have added to the project on.

the Navajo Reservation. .From the point- extending ‘westward to

serve the rest of the lands beginning at‘the power top, the-

gravity cqnal'is,in'the same locdtion’ as is shown on your maps

We have selected the bestlands-in’the South San:Juan
and Shiprock Division. As a result, the lands:-extending to
the North and West of Table Mesa have been eliminated. To
compensaté for the lands there we have added lands to the West

"~ 6f. Bennett.Peak, South of Newcorib Trading Post-and an area on
the East side of the Reservation above the gravity canal.

 The lands shown” in yelldw color wiii be served by gravitys
* the lands, shown in yellow with green crosshatch will be served
by pumpe The total Indian Navajo Irrigation Project to the

Navajo pe¢ple totals, a' gross area’ of 115,000 acres as was in
thg‘__or‘ig;iﬂal proposal. - - o fr B F

4.
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. The -State has: recognized this and now an action of
the Interstaoe Stream Commission would allow the. Navajo Indians
506,000 acre feet.of water which is SqulClent for the irriga-
tion .0f the -area 'shown on that map,’ .
The result of these changes has reduced the cost of the
project from 211,000,000 to ;127,000,000 and has.increased the
fea31b111ty from about 1.2 to 1, h, whlch means that this prOJect

L ine the ey.es- of Congress 1s much oette; than it was before.

e

s That is all the- remarks I am going. to make at this time

and we will be avallaole for questlonlng tomorrows

The Chalrman°‘.“f =2 Vt.l' l;. o 2
&
Mr¢ Dav1s, do you have any legal adv1ce on' thls proaect?

i i
. rie
.

Larry Dav1s.

I believe, Mr, Chairman, it would be best to have Mr.
Steve Reynolds dlscuss Sectlon 7 now. ..

hembers of the Coun01l° Tnls 1s Mr. Steve Reynolds,
State Engineer of New Mexico who will speak to you ‘on Section -
- 7-.of :the proposed leglslatlon whlch has been read to you.
(Applause? Ef 2" . . , , ol

i oo
Steve Reynolds. i, !1_5“ f“,ﬂ . :

Mr. Chalrman and Members, of the NayaJO Tribal Council:.

'The State of New Mexico ‘knows the importance of the Navajo Dam,

‘Navajo Irrigation Project, to the NavaJo people and to the

other citizens of the State of: New }Mexico in the San Juan Basin

and the-State has worked long and hard with representatives

of 'the Department of, the Interior and with representatives of o
the Tribal Council, toward the construction of these projects. ' .
We have always found your representatives wise and our work and ;
our conferences w1th them have always been pleasant and very
frultful.,n_ P, =y - )

: In Narth of- 1953 Governor Nechem wrote a- letter whlch
clearly established it -was the State policy that the Navajo
Indian Projec¢ct and the-San-Juan-Chama Project should be planned
and authorized by the Congress, simultaneously. Such a policy
was necessary and is necessary because these prOJects complete
for the ‘same water supply - the water supply of the San Juan
River and its tributaries above liavajo Dam, which is.the stream
upon which these projec¢ts.depend, which amounts to an average
of 900,000 acre feet-per year. That is the water so far -
unapproprlated for other uses, . This supply is enough to furnish
508,000 acre feet'per year for the Navajo Project, 23,000 acre

‘w7l
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feet for the Hammond Project 'and 110,000 acre feet required
. for the. first .stage of the .San Juan-Chama Project and also to
. furnish, with reasonable .shortages, about 224,000 acre feet
of water for municipal and,industrial purposes over and above
those requirements I have mentioned.

; As. Mr. Davis has alreadv made clear to vou; the effect
.0f the draft authorizing legisglation, which was tentatively
approved at-the Phoenix meeting, would provide that all present
users of the river would be served first; that next and
simultaneously .the Indian Project requirement of 508,000 acre
feet, the San.Juan-Chama requirement of 110,000 acre feet and
the Hammond Project of 23,000 acre feet would be served and
after that project had received the [ull supply users depending
on the additional 220,000 acre feet I have mentioned would be

_served. This 224,000 acre. feet, .in accordance with the
provisions of this legislation, might be used in the San Juan
Basin or might be used for the second state of the San Juan-
Chama Diversion Project. ?

Mr. Keesee has'suggésted that I'ﬁeli'you among .those -
present users I mentioned that would be served first, are the
Fruitland and Hogback Projects. ' : ’

As a result, of a.suggestion that was made in a conference
here at Window Rock, early in October, my office urderstood to
study the effects that would be felt by these contemplated pro=-
jects if, instead of serving them in accordance with priority,
all subsequent users of the 900,000 acre feet per year of water
shared these shortages equally. These studies  indicated that
there would be no serious effect on any of these projects and
that a system of sharing shortages might be of. great benefit to

. water users both in the San Juan Basin and Rio Grande Basin

and very much in the interest of the State .as a whole. Dean
Person will later explain this in some detail, giving you a
number of figures, but I will attempt a very brief explanation
. at-this time, : . . .
" . .. First: If the Indian Projéct, the Hammond Project
and the San Juan-Chama were served on first priority of this
remaining water, there would be no. shortages on those projects
and, in fac%, an additional 100,000 acre:feet of requirement

. for industrial uses. ¢ould be met with very little or not any.
shortage but, if this is done and the last 124,000 or the

. 224,000 that I.have mentioned had to take all the shortages, .
the .shortage would be very large - as much as . 22% perhaps per
year and, in some years, there would be no water at all for

the users depending on the last 124,000 acre feet. I think

you can see that the development of water for subsequent uses
would be very unattractive and would never be developed and
would forever flow down the river to.(falifornia. .

-72-
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If, on the >vher hand, the all subsequent users of
900,000 acre fee: share the shortages egually, the shortages ::
will be reasonabl: and industries such as the Utah Construction
Company will be encouraged to use and develop that water in
New liexicoe.

In the meeting at Phoenix on November 5th where this
proposal authérizing legislation was discussed with representa=-
tives of the Department of the Interior, those representatives
pointed out the advantages of sharing shortages among.all sub=-
sequent- users and pointed out that such a system of sharing
shortages 'might beé necessary to- justify the construetion of
Navajo Dam to thé.full »1,700,000 instead of some lesser figure
and it might be necessary to justify construction.-ofothe tunnel
on the San Juan-Chama Project to full size. Dean Person.will
explain these matters in more detail I understand and I will.
remain. here overnight:and tomorrow and will certainly do my .-
best ‘to answer- any questions you may care to-ask after you have
heard from Dean Person, Thank you very much. (Applause).: .-

The:Chairman: -
3 it “N , o
T want to thank Mr. Reynolds for his information and
also we have had the same explanation in Santa Fe a.week.ago '
Monday auad the main object of all this explanation of the
various details is when you come: down to the point; it.is very
simple to authorize that irrigation part of it. The dam has
been authorized. You have heard the exrlanation of the land .
outside of the Reservations how the Government should get that
so- that we can.have'ditches.and.canals through it and the ‘
South'.San Juan has been used by non-Indians and the Navajos .
should have it-by.purchase rather. than' exchange- and: the- simple
hatter- is to have-that authorized by Congress for us. -You :
might question later -on if there is.some questionrarising as
to-why this was not.discussed: in the'first place wheh'it was .
‘brought teour attention.’ It is long and: tiresome but .we want
%o give.you all thé detail part:of.dit-so that.you will know."
and why’ we ‘are trying to get Congress to authorize it:and. ".:
tomorrow, at*nine ofclock wewill try.to complete thise. . -

e i
133 ot 1 ¢

We will:w now.recess until tomorrow morning at'nine’; .-
dotclock exscept there is an Advisory Committee meeting tonight’
-at’ seven:otclock ih the librarys ioww sfeu o Loy !
*(Whertupon, at' 5:00 p.m. the Council recééséd%until

" . 19300 a.im. of the following day.)
R T T P L T g ARy o
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The Chairmame ® «.© = * ' CE L e i e, B
. bWiillyou piégée-eall the rollé
Cari'Béfalf : o ' -
."Calls the rolls 70 Council members present.-

The Cﬁairmani

[3 s

- We ‘-have a quorum, so we will proceed with -our Council.. -
activities. I want to briefly state that all of you who - -
might be on Committee work and who. are not present when the
roll-is called, I wish you 'would make that known to the . .
Secretary .or the office so.that you will not be ovérlooked
in getting a day'or so deducted from your time. That has .
happened already so if you will let us know about it, we will
se@ that you are taken care of. onee s L

At this time I would like to ask éhe Revereﬂd Mr, Cla}k'
to give us the invocation this morning B R I

Reverend Clark - I SR N S R IR
Delivered‘the invocation.

The. Chairman: .°' = : i P . < v

- We have.quite a number of very important subjects that :

we would like to have the: Council: consider,.which ‘Council members
from. various parts of the' ecountry have brought to me for . .
possible discussion during this €ouncil'session. They are all
worthy. and very important subjects-and should be discussed -

and' should be cared for by the Tribal: Council.in session, but:
we.are always confronted with the:subjects that we have for
discussion all:.of this week;:.which. are all of emergency:charac-
ter so when the time does come to discuss these:. very.things ;.

and we must take:rthem up, I feel that in the not too far dis=-
tant future, possibly by the middle ofnext month, as our .
office forces have said, that we can take up what we have here
and get these things on their way and take;up others; but those
things that have been brought to my attention’either in writing
or individusally, have been registered and filed.in my office

and will be placed on the Agenda and I feel grateful for your
bringing those ‘to:my attention and grateful for the work in the
field, that you are really working for the Tribe and, of course,
we feel that it falls to our lot as a candidate we have said
we would try to help and this is the first time I have had
several letters from the various parts of the country saying

the work the Tribal Council, the Grazing Committee and the
Chapter Officers are doing is that they are very diligent in

“Thy-
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working with ﬁhé'peoble.andll want to express my ‘appreciation

- to the Council -again, that you are working for your people.

On account of.this.other request coming to us, or rather some=
thing that, came_to us. of great significance, it.was brought

to our attention by the Ford Foundation that we delegate a .
number of Councilmen to visit the various countries as a group

v to go through those eountries whose Governments are standing

on their own. feet. and taking care of themselves. betteér. than.in
the past when no help was extended to them, It was felt that
our-Tribe was -in. that. state where they are just’ beglnnlng to s
feel the importance of self-reliance, and I believe when: you
see the other countries, how they are doing it, you might get
some inspiration to do it for the Navajo people.. This:.would .
be to go .out. to all the countries-under the guidance. of the ..

- Ford Foundation and-it was suggested that we send some -dele= -

gates, ten in number or above, to visit Puerto Rico, - Pakistan
and other countries, including the Phillipine Islands; and make
a trip around the world. -Some of us may still think the earth
is flat, but-it is round so I thought I could make a report

to you on. that today and tomorrow and that will determine when
we will 'set the next Council meeting, as there are a lot of °
important.things 'or-your discussion, that have been brought to
me and we: are o: .y discussing .emergency things at this: time
so we ‘have until tomorrow to finish it and we .will continue

%o  discuss the propased Resolution .that was brought to you -

yesterday ‘at noon and the explanation of it and we have a dele~
gation-from New Mexico and -also we have ‘our. consultant Dean,
Person and I will call upon Mr, Person to give us an ‘analysis -
of the water situation we are discussing and .we hope we will
terminate . .this discu351on shortly so that we can‘go on 20,
another. subgect. . N1

. . - .‘. 'f =l

Dean Person' b,

.Mr+ Chairman and Members .of -the Tribal Councilj I have
"Teviewed the water supply situation for the Navajo Progec&
under the.two proposals for operating the San Juan River. whlch
thas been proposed . in the October and December.: meeting. at .-
Window Rock and Santa Fe. In both of these proposals, thé ..
existing Navajo rights on the San Juan River will .not 'he, :_f
..affecteds ;. Under both of these praposals, the Navajo Reserva-
tion with.a capacity-of 1,705,000 acre feet will .be used. .=

. .The firstiproposal was the dlver31on requirement. of :508,C00. .

acrerfeet. for.the Navajo Promect at 110,000 acre feet. for the
San Juan-Chama Project would have first and equal priority

of the San Juan River water. With.equal priorities, the tWO
projects: would share shortages in direct proportion to the.
diversion requirements. Under this proposal, it was planned
that an additional 224,000 acre feet of water .from the San Juan
River would be used for municipal and industrial purposes ‘and
this block of water would have a priority second to the Navajo
and San Juan-Chama Projectss -




' .
r—nen il
~ —_ - - —

a . s = e o, A

| \,
AdOD | AdOD AdO:
i d00
oH3x tod3x od3X

Thursday morning, December :h;:iQS?a.@ag‘lhbi--l

.. _Now, under these operating conditions, with the Navajo
and’San Juan having- first right and the municipal and-industrial
water having'second right, the only shortages the Navajo Project
had inthe 27 .year period 1927-195L would have been 9% in' 1951
and 5%'in 1954.'-These shortages are so small they could be -
considered negligible, - - ‘ ' ol -

* .- Now, the shortages that would have occurred on the 224,000
4dcre' block of industrial water during this 1928-1954 period
would. have been 57% in 1947, 100% in 1951, 5% in 1952 and 100%
in 1954 In other words, in 1951 and 1954 the industrial block
of. water would not have got any. During.the other 23 years, there
would have been. no shortages on the-industrial block of water,
Now, shortages. of 57% has occurredione year and 100% has
occurred twe years in this 27 year period on, industrial water
and- definitely these would be intolerable shortages and preclude
any possibility of selling this black: of water . o e

P P N

\

.. The second proposal was the llavajo Project and the San
Juanh-Chama Project and the industrial block of water would: all
have equal priority. This would mean all of these projegts.
would share in the water supply shortages in direct proportion
to the. water requirements. Under these ‘operating conditions,-
with.all projects having an equal. right, the -shortage. that
would have occurred during the 27..year-period from 1928 .to
1954 would have. been' 15% short in 1947;.35%.in 19515 1% in. 1952
~.and 34% short in 1954. During the other 23 years of the . .,
twenty-seven:year period, there would have been no shortages -

€D LI ammy
%)

Now the irrigation .project .shortages of 35% and 34% has
occurred twice in this 27:year period.and would be considered :
relatively minor shortages. We have a lot of ,good irrigation
projects in the West that have occasionally as much as 50% Wt
shortage. == g i

:Now, for the:industrial -water,-which would have also a ;
shortage of 34% and 35% during two yeans-of-this 27 year-period, :
these shortages would be considered tolerable .shortages. That ‘
is, you 'could live with them and I think under these shortages ‘
the 224,000 acre feet of industrial water -could be developed
and sold-when .the need for this water--arises« ‘We do believe.a ’

~large industrial water demand will develop in the San_ Juan- River
Basin.: Thesé ‘industrial developments in the area will.bring
both direct-.and indirect benefits to the Navajo people. Since
the operating -conditions .under which all projects have equal
rights . résults..in making a considerably -greater water supply
for industrial users, we believe this. proposed operating con=
dition would:be- the most desirable from.the standpoint of the i
Navajo people:  lir, Chairman and liembers of the, Council, .that :
completes my ‘report. (Applause) ; o u .
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The, Chairmans: -« - ko2 COR AR g Tmd L
-+ .. I would like:to freport at this.time something thatiis
: Bot:toogood a report -from one of our schools where 60 children
were examined for some sickness and they found out that many
there had:hepatitis. You remember that epidemic' afflicted our
.people:in the Tuba City area, which came as a blessing in.dis=
guise .because that-is how we got in touch with the Corngll- .
v New York University people who are doing such excellent work
at this time.. Thosé of us who have children should bé'caittious
because this.could be contagious. - e

} ION | L & E

We will ask Mr. Larry Davis to continue the legdl discussion
of this proposal. , :
Larry Davis: . e
... .. Members of the Council: - It-.appears to me fHat thé explana-
v»ition here ~ I have.covered the presentation the best-we -could, '
but .while we are still here, if anything.is not ‘cleéarto you,
we-are all available, .not oily myself, but Dean Person and Mr.
Keesee .and the other-members of the delegation from New MeXico
and Mr. Crogse are available for the questions. Do any of the
=:rest of.you 'gentlemen have a'statement:you-wish “to -maké before
vthe questions‘start? .. .. .o R R AR S

: B 'a . 3 . . n ..‘.: - s i . .~.--.| -"|~.I,"|” . ‘:|~‘\j_..-:.«
oo t(Chorusy . Noo)r ot e e Do Tt T
Larry Davisg- Vot 1:J c o '?'ﬂf.d?i
w s It is now up ‘to you-and-I believe'all=¢£~ﬁé,*m?sé£f;‘ﬂéén
Person and the people from New'Mexico are agréed ‘the draft of
the legislation before:you .is:‘the best -we could do -at "thi's-time.
Of course, there probably will be some minor changes before it
passes Congress but we believe the substance of “it is-corredét
and is in your best interests. _ I
Crey Valentimes . ' = . im i7 sne ot i G e T

ER- . . DI TS
Pt b ‘4 RN . M

“wii oo 1 3re Chairman ‘and ‘Members of -the Tribal ‘Council:Delegates

. ..ifrom ‘New Mexico and other experts-on this subjéct: I would-~
‘just: kike to ask a: question here and I would ‘like especially
for lir. Keesee to: give:us a reply to this. ' We''seé on' the display
map the: croschatched area which I believe'is inVolved in this
Navajo projecte. I believe the area’part of the-map is consider-
able,  ‘Knowing this, -I am thinking’ about what' happened yesterday.
We were informed that.a lot of our MNavajo people were quite'con-

-» cerned about a portion of land that would be givén up by usi
Although-that portion of -land and that Glen Canyon: project was
rather small, still the people were very much concerned alttough
the landiin that .section was perihaps’ inaccessible, 'still they

=77=
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objected to giving up such. land that, they have been using. .

However, what I have in mind and I-wish to ask about is the

arawing shown on the map. Is it that if the plan is carried
.out all the land within the crosshatched area on the map would

be subject to irrigation or subject to this Navajo project?

Is my understanding of it correct? Or, will the irrigation

only take place'oni those portions where we see them colored in
‘yellow and green? Then, what about Navajo stock owners who

are living within this area? What would happen to them? They .
‘thave stock and depend on it and they have certain parts of that

land they' use for grazing purposes. .Just what would take

place for?them? Would they have to be assigned land for further

. use, etce o o !

Jerry Keesee:

‘. " Mr, Chairman and Members of the Navajo Tribal Council:
In answer to your question, Mr, Valentine, the area crosshatched
in yellow is in the irrigated project. (Pointing to map) It is
on a part of the project,. If you mean the boundary line,
.this line here, only those lands that are colored, they are
“irrigated. The 'lands that are white would not be irrigated.

I believe your next. question was in regard to the people
living in that area who are raising.cattle or livestocke. They
would have to be replaced cr another place found for them. .
That is only where the irrigated lands are. People who have
grazing rights in the area that is not colored will not be
affectede People who have land where the project will be
developed will be affected. It seems to me it is a'question

~whether the Navajo Tribe wants to have irrigation and take care
of more people or have livestocke. Of course, you could also
raise livestock on irrigated farms.

ST

‘Walter Qollins:

- - 'Mre. Chairman and Members of ‘the Council: Yesterday we
asked about' the completion time of the Glen Canyon Dam. We
were then informed it would take years before that would be
completed and filled. Now, I have the same question with respec
to the Navajo Dam, That is the construction or completion time
of that dam and also the filling of the reservoir so those are
the two questions I have, How many years hence would we
realize the irrigation on those sections. colored in green and
yellow? That is the third question.., We, in District 13,
perhaps will be subject to this irrigation very much because
many acres involved are in District 13 and aithough we say we
will try to care for the people who have livestock, we must con-
sider the fact that ircipation is something that is needed by the
people in that area. . FPerhaps some of the people are aware of
this and for that reason they have not done much in the way of

B -78<
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filling their carrying capacity in grazing. Then also, there
.. is the school problem that is involved I believe because the
-situation. is such, that people, are located:in widely scattered ..-
areas making it very difficult to conform to some central loca~
tion where they would have schools. I think if these projects

are completed within a period of ten years, I am pretty sure

it would help the people a great deal probably if they had re-
-ceived training in farming, etc. 2 R

The;éﬁéifmah:

... We have three questions,  How long would it take to f£ill?
. What-is the estimated years from now before it is.finished and
they can start farming? ° o b .

. Jerry Leesee: o ﬂ.égu

- -It is quite hard to do,.but I will.give you a guess. . The
Navajo Dam I believe is scheduled to.be completed within five
-.years. - According to the inforination I have from engineering
magazines, the contract for the building of the dam is scheduled
for February of 1956. As to the filling of the reservoir, "if
i we-have one good vear we can fiil. it in one year. . The third
'question is.when will we have land for irrigation. We first
" have to have the project authorized, which is the purpose of this
'legislation which you are considering now., 1In the event the
legislation is authorized this.year and Congress will give us
some’ Spuinik money, we feel in about five to seven years we -~
will -have land for development and settlement purposes.. It all
" “depends on- how largely Congress'provides us, with money.and how
rapidly we can get our. authorization and much of that depends
on the full support of all of jou behind ,this legislation. . .-

]

v -t

I would like to elaborate a little bit more.on Grey
Valentine®s question. The area, particularly in regard to
the displacement of people - the irrigated area we. have in mind
will provide 1400 farm units and that means then. that. 1400 .
families can be located on those lands. Just how mahy are -
docated in that area now I do not know but if the irrigated
area was used- for irrigatced pastures, there would be .a great
increase in the number of animal units that could be raised on
these farms.. At present we feel 5,116 sheep units can be.
supported on those irrigated lands,.that is, the year .around
and if in irrigated pastures, as a matter.of comparison, they
.eould suppo:t 436,000 sheep units the .year.round and I believe
that' is more sheep units than you are allowed on the whole Reser<
.., vation. o . :
The Chairman: ‘

. We will have a ten minute recess. , .. . ..

" (Whereupon at 10:10 a.me. - "0 minute rcccss was taken.)
XeRe) B Sore
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The Chairman:
Thie ' Council will come to order pleasé. Mr,-Ned Hatathli
has the floors: . - . - AL _

~ ‘.
Vva .

B Ned»Hétatﬁlikl? ) Y :

1lr.. Chairman and Members of the ilavajo Tribal Council
and friends: I have about three quéstions that I would like
o have clarified. On top of that I would like to briefly
review the Tribal position in regard to this proposed projecte.

Uy The first .question, ilr. Davis, is;the proposed irrigation
‘project;. éspecially in the: area lying south of Fruitland and
Xirtland, takes in lands which have been leased to the Utah-
Construction Company and also some leased lands where a lot of
0il companies are operating in the Bisti area. What conflict,
if any, do we have in regards to this area as far as proposed
'subjugation is concerned? e i

My next question, perhéps }Ir, Xeesee could clarify that:

.responsible in the subjugation of these lands. At.first we

*. "understood the. Bureau of Indian Affairs was going to undertake

. Navajos'and 1if the subjugation of lands is going to be taken.

": projects, the Navajo Dam 'and the Glen.Canyon Dam.: .You will

ghe project, but lately I have heard the 2ureau -of .Reclamation

" was going to subjugate these irrigation’ lands. @ I believe that
question is very important because of the fact if we know for

sure the Bureau of Indian Affairs is going to take over the g
subjugation project, there would be jobs available for some -

on by the Bureau of Reclamation,. we will probably run up against

the same obstacles we have encountered <in regard:to the Glen ' i
Canyon Dam Project where a 'lot of that construction work is under '
Union organizatione

“ily third question has to do with the two pfoﬁosed dam

note these two major projects are situated very clésely on the

same stream o What difficulties’'or what conflicts have we to

encounter here:in regards to.the amount of waterithat each dam

is counting on for future use? - This probably has:all been

 determined and we would like to gzet that information from the

experts. - The Navajo Tribal Council- has.-gone on record as far

back. as I can-remember for the last seven years favoring this

Upper Colorado River Storage Project:which-includes the Navajo -
Dam. iJe have 'exerted some effort, Ve have spent money in

pushing and in helpinfy out these projects. . A lot of you Council
menbers have been members of the organization which went. to

Washington a number of times to lobby for this cause. The

organization I am referring to is the Agqualantes. I believe the
thinking of every member ol the Council is that we hope that

we will see the day in. the very near future that this proposed

-80- !
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project would be a reality, so what have we got to say to that
other than to just;approve the proposed resolution, and the
Bill which is attached, asking for these funds of Congress so
that. we "cap-;instigate- the irrication project. We will == ...
probhably::run up against a..lot ol aifiiculties. | We have already.
{le have_.heard,about man-made moons zoing around the earth which
is taking a lot of money away {rom domestic projects. We may
cencounter the same difficulty when we present this Bill request-
irgifunds for this.irrigation and by a. Presidential Order issued
recently we know;we are going to encounter this obstacle wlhére :
it will be hard.to,iget funds for the purpose we have here. L
(7. - s In therlast.two:years that I have worked with the various:
.representatives, I find these men who are here toGay have ..
. .worked; very diligently for this cause - lir. Reynolds from the
» 1 New:Mexico Stream Commission and lir. Dean Person,who is, employed
byrthe. Tribe, lr. Keesee and our attornerse. I think this
woild be:a good.time to thank each and every one of them for
the fine-devotion ther have given us-in working with us, in .
working out:a:lot of .these problems and finally,.we are proposing
&7 Bill to:Congress requesting funds and authoitization: so. that
ssone- day we. hope to, relocate- g-1lot of .our Navajo people' on . i
- this irrigation:project. With this in mind, and with the ° :
>thinking; that. every member. of:the -Council is in favor of this, -
I would at this. time make a lotion that we approve the proposed
Resolution and attached Bill. Let us get behind this proposal
of a dam and see if we can get it through Congress,.. I believe
if and when we get these irrigation lands available, we will
have: people: to gor,on these irrigated lands, . We have -already
.expended mohey and-will expend,more;money .in thg next eight- or
nine vears training our-own Mavajo, people in the .Shiprock farm
training program -s0. that we will. have men availablg'who,will;

v ie knowhow:to make a }iving off the land. 7

LR TR T SR 5 Lo s A O : I AP S A
The')Chairman: LI .'7'\1'.{\." S TR ‘ ' K e, u.‘ L o "
gy muoel Trel i Lo RETTIR e Y S
-~ uren e lris Davisgy can.you,answer the first. question?’ . .~ .°" .
Ll T g il e N S VA A £ I R
Tarry Daviss = Diie oo 70 i L C o

o o @ o Ty oy R e e .
=..: lre Chairman. and liembers of the Council: I'wfllfjuspf
,Janswer ' the -first question which is- about the possiblé conflict
between the irrigated. area ang oil .leases. . Mr, Keesée can -
answer “t#e question -of conflict with the .Utah Construction. . 2
neampany .¢oal lease and the quéstion of .who .is going to.build
tire project, -the Bureau of Indian Affairs or the Reldcation .
Bureau.  :-The fourth question about the possible difficulties
onofcfilling the.Gken Canyon and iavajo Reservoir will be answered
» Py -John. Bliss ‘whoiis-a memter of the Upper Colorado Stream’
Commission representing.the State oﬁ New. Miexico. 2507 .

emgl-

LT
i
. PEA B




< - AdOD | AdOD
- odax oMIAX
Thursday morning, December ..th;.1957. =~ . S

»

I want to sdy on behalf of myself and also Mr,: Reynolds,

Fir, ‘Kéesee,; lr.' Bliss and-ilre Crosse'and all the other people

. from the State of -MNew llexico and the Bureau and Tribal staff

- who worked on getting this project on the road, we appreciate
‘this nicé expression of ‘thanits ‘that Iire:illatathli made. - -

: C LT Lo ‘ . 4 , )

, _Now, as to'the question'of 0il leases: : This part of the
area 1s covered with 0il leases and probably all of it will
be covered with -oil léases at one time-but all the oil leases
by the Navajo Tribé-give the oil company the right to occupy.
only so-much of surface as is necessary for their activity in

' getting oil. -The'ordinary spacing of oil wells is only one well
to every LO acres., They are also required to bury their pipes
sufficiently deep in the ground so that they will not Interfere
with cultivation’ During: the development period, when they are
drilling wells, then they do tear up quite a- bit of land and
théy occupy quite.'a bit of land but, as soon as the oil well
comes in and the oil field gets stabilized, at the most they
would only occupy one acre around every oil well and, in many
‘cases, they do not occupy only a few feet around the oil well
and by the time this project is completed, the oil-activities
will constitute hardly any interference at-all with the irriga-
tion of the land, There will be only:one oil well every forty

- acres and just a few feet around the oil well. ' |

Jerry’ Keesee: .

, . “In regard to the coal bed, I saw a map yesterday, but
the particular beds they had in mind were not outlined and at
this time we cannot tell how much of the irrigated land might
be affected. I think it will be a very small amount. The
map I saw yesterday indicated that the corridor is approximately
southwest from Fruitland and in that case, it will only inter-
fere with a little bit of land in here. This does'not mean
this land will be taken out in that any bed of coal lying there
might be too deep 'to be profitably:stripped and until they deter-
mine the location of those beds and where the operation will
be, we cannot tell what the interference will be, but it will
be a very small area involved and what is taken out will be
‘replaced in some other place »  As you go on and build the
project there'is still a final determination to be made on it.
In February of last year the Comnissioner of Indian Affairs
wrote to the Undersecretary requesting that the project be
turned over to the Bureau of Reclamation for construction and
also for financing. It was apparently their decision that
the nioney for the Wavajo Project would have to be supplied
from the appropriations under the Upper Colorado River Storage
Project Bill, which is Public Law L85 and I think that-was the
basic reason -why they requested the Secretary to transfer the

© =82~
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construction .of the project to the Bureau of Reclamation, -
The ‘Com:issioner of Indian Affairs in the preparation of his
memorandum:to the Secretary did not consult with the Commissioner
of Reclamation and it was not until some nonths.later that the
Commissioner of Reclamation was advised of the plan. . Prior to
the time the Secretary issued a memorandum to both Commissioners
transferring the project, the Commissioner of the Bureau of -
Reclamation wrote a letter to the Secretary regarding the Bureau
off Reclamation®s position. ° Ofi August 16th, the Undersecretary,
iir. Chilson, -issued 'a memorandum to the two Commissioners to . ,
the eflect that the Bureau of Reclamation would.build the: .
Favajo Projects On thé basis of that, the Commissioner of. .
Reclamation sent a telegram to Salt Lake requesting $600,000. -
be -included in-their budget for 1959. . The Budget I left with.
the Bureau of Reclamation would justify the expenditure of -
‘9600,000 and also include 525,000 for the fiscal year 1950

»'and those budgets were submitted along with the Bureau of
Reclamation's request that it be specifically identified a
money for the Kavajo Irrigasion Frojecte ' #

‘. Ih order-tofcarry out the directive of the Secretary, - .~
there was definitely certain correlation that would have to
be done between the field effices of both the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the' Bureau of Reclamation.In order to presant those b
to the two Commissionerss.hir. Helander, lr. Miller from. -
Washington and myself mat with Mr. Larsen's staff inOctobers...
Based on various correspondence which consisted of four letters
and oné-telegram, we tried to clarify the situation and prepare

thé memorandum-to both:Commissioners. - - . . ool -

v The Bureau of Reclamation?s -stand was:that they inter- .

_ preted the Setretary's-order:that they would be a construction
. agency only which would include the design and supervision of -

' ‘construction of' the main canal. There are other steps that ...
must be takeh before the project can be built:. The main canal.
delivers' your water, but how is the water to be distributed?
How is the land going to be subdivided?.  There are -other ques=-
tions in- developing a project: plan., ' The Bureau of Reclagmation

-.felt they were not- in.a’position to talke over that type of
work ‘in view of the fact they had no contacts with the .Navajo.
Tribe in developing the. feasibility or . .authorizing repert -and
were not qualified along those lines. The Bureau .of Reclamation
was quite emphatic that. they would not be responsible for the-
operation anf maintenafice. of the project on and..after  its com-
pletion. Likewise, they were very reluctant to design and build
the distribution system whicih would be necessary to serve yourn
lands. They were willing that the funds for the development
or building -of the project should come from their funds
allocated under the Upper .Colorado River Storage Project for.
the development of those projectse There is no objection to
that. At the meeting in October, with a meworandum addressed

83~




e e e : . - Tyt - \V
X = N . AdOD | AdOOD 'ifoo

ou3X| oHax HIIX

Thursday morning, December 12, 1957 =

to both:Commissioners to clarify the field position, we agreed
_ that the fuinds for the project would be included in the Bureau
‘0 Reclamation Budget but the expenditure of those funds might -

be between the Bureau of Reclamation and the Bureau of Indian

Affairs depending upon the phase of the work to be done..

' The Bureau of Indian Affairs would have to justify the
"expenditure of money requested from the Lureau of the Budget
*for that ‘project.: :The Bureau of Reclamation would not . justify
tnose funds. It was definitely agreed that the.responsibility
For developing the project plan and definite plan report.would
be that of the Buréau of Indian Alfairs and that we could call
on the Bureau of Reclamation for any field work -such as
zeological investigations and designs and estimates that we did
not have sufficient people to do, but the responsibility of that
plan is ours, : . b

' The Bureau of Reclamation agreed to take the responsibility
of designing and constructing the main canal and various- .
structures upon the location made by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. ° It was also agreed that the Bureau of Indian Affairs
would be responsible for .the operation and maintenance of the:
project works during and after construction. : :

In the development, of the-distributing system and assign-
ing of farms' in-the field; we took. the position also that it
would be the responsibility of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

About the middle of Wovember:a copy:of this memorandum: .. : @
was sent to the Commissioner of Reclamation as well as to the
Conmiissioner of Indian Affairs forifinal decision -as to'the
program that had been developed by the field forces to implement
the Secretaryt?s orders and as to-this date we have not received
an answer to that. ' However, the Area Office recommended its
adoption with the: exception of the development. and distribution
on the lateral systeiwhich seems to be the only conflicting
item in the memorandum as far as the Area Office is concerned,
Since the development of the lateral system and development of
the farmunits will not occur'until after your main canal is..
built and your main lateral, it does not seem that :is a particu-
_lar point at ‘this time, because it may be four or five vears *~ r

" after you start your main canal before you begin to ‘develop any
of your lands -and whether: we are wise .in attempting:to make

. the decision at this time I do not know, It may be changed

"but, as the matter stands now, the Bureau of Indian Affairs
will build the distribution system and develop the farm - units :
and that is about all I can give you on that. o ; . s

In regard to the fourth question asked by Mr. Hatathli,
Mr, John Bliss will answer that. Ilir. Bliss - b s

; -34- : ! .
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John Bliss:

iIre Chairman and Members of the Council: I was not
here during all of, ir. Hatathlits questions, but he asked if
tiiere was "any ‘conflict 'in the filling of Glen Canyon and the
;filling of the. ilavajo Reservoir. T want o assure you there
is none. 'The tompact provides for ‘two types of reservoir, like
the Havajo, which'is designated to supply water for an irrigation
projecte They *have the first riglhts. * The water we have to. -
send down to the lower basis is trapped in the larger reservoir
like the Glen Canyon and that is used to deliver water to the
lower basin and develop the power and they get the water after
the irrigation water is fully taken care-of. I
‘The Chairman:

May we anticipate ‘any more objections from Southern” - *
California to the use of the Glen Canyon water? A

!

JOLhI_‘l".BiJ;.ISS.:. . - A . . ’. - l

. “Mre.Jones, I am sure we can expect all kinds of opposition i

. from Southern Californial (Laughter) They are going to do

everything they can, of course, to prevent any use of waters .

in the upper basin, because if the water is not used, it goes

down to them and they get to use it., However, we have all

the river on our side and the right to develop power in the
. Upper Basin and we are certainly going to do our utmost to see

it is fully and properly developed. Does that answer your

question, Mr. Chairman: = ' . I b

' i it F Xl

The Chalrman; , . ¢

1
!

R S
- lclifford Beck:

-~ 'Mr, Chairman and liembers of the Navajo Tribal Council: -
I did have a question but that has been asked by Mr. Walter
. ,Collins and now we have a full explanation given about these::
" projects and what they would do. Yesterday we  were informed
- it ‘would be perhaps twenty years hence before we would find
. the reality in.the building of the'Glen.Canyon Project. I
..also” was concerned as to how long before we would see-the
' Navajo .Dam to be completed and how soon it would be filled °
" but my understanding now is that it will be less than ten years.
Since we are clear on many of these things, I feel we should
now act upon the Resolution that is before us. DMr., Ned '
Hatathli has already explained the Tribe‘’s position in regard
. to the,Bill, that we are supporting it and, for that reason, I
would like to second the HotioQ e has made. T e
£ 5=
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Henry Taliman:

law. Chairman and Members of the Council: I had <in mind
that we would have ‘some word on these projects from our Super-
intendent. . I would appreciate the Chair asking him to givec.his
views on the matters I was going to ask that the original
information be given but it has already been done.’ :

Yellowman:

; Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council: I would like
to just make a brief statement about this proposal that we have
been discussing. I see that it involves lands that are situated
in Districts 12 and 13 according to the display map which
experts have been telling us there would be water available to
take care of the entire Navajo project as represented by this _ :
map. Of course, I do not object to this plan, etc.,, but I do i .
know that since my boyhood days, people all along the San -Juan
River have been using it for irrigation purposes. /e have
people who are situated west of Shiprock community, ‘through

the Shiprock community itself, Fruitland, up around Farmington

and up to this proposed Navajo Dam where other people have

farms and they are using the San’Juan‘River for their irrigation

purposes. I know that this’covers a large group of people, . ~

different groups and also a considerable size of land. - '
In-planning these proposals, it is suggested that a diver- il

sion would be made toward Albuquerque and another towards the 2

Navajo Irrigation Préject. ‘However,-I have this in mind., - In- g

some years we experience a drought. Ve see less water. In :

times like that we know that would be a hardship on some of ; '

these different groups of people who are utilizing the San Juan

River. We know that when we have poor years there would be

little snow in the mountains that contributes to the-tributaries

of the San Juane. Last year we had a good year when we had heavy

rains and there was a good supply of water but in case of years

of shortage.I feel there will not be;sufficient water to take

care of all these people who are scattered along the river I

have mentibned. Of course, when these projects are completed

there will bd farms available foi Navajo people, ‘but -it will not

be theé'older people like us.. I am pretty sure it would be for

the benefit of our children who are now presently in school.-

I would' like to say I am concernéd about the poor years that we

may see aheéad because I still feel there may not be enough water

but, according to the experts they feel this is reasonable and

‘that everybody will still get a share, but i Teel it may.not be

enough. Liike I have stated beflore, it is primarily. for the
Navajo children tiiat are now in school. Je have them but as
soon as they reach the age of six, we have to get them to school.
Also, we seem to be losing out on the livestock programs that

6=
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we have had. It was simply because of livestock that a lot
of us . had missed, out on education but now we seem to be
getting away from thiat ‘a little and I feel sureronce these
projects ‘are completed that it will benefit a lot of the
Ilavajo children who are now in school. Now we have a Motion
and there was a second to it to adopt this Resolution and the

‘D411 attached and I think we are now ready t¢ action that.

The Chairman:? ‘

;.I believe IMr. Valentine has a question yeto
Grey Valentine:. s

Iir. Chairman and Members of the Navajo Tribal Council,

Jour legal representatives and other represcntatives who are

present with us. I would just like to express my appreciation
for the fact that all these people have had a hand in completing
these documents showing what we are trying to do and what we

are requesting.  We appreciate the fact that they have worked
hard to accomplish this much for us but.there seems to be one

. point that we have not actually brought out here as yet. We !

“"seem to be discussing everything ‘else but that gnd'that,is that, “
Phis Bill will be transmitted.to  Washington where we hope it '

will be acted upon by the Congressional body, people that are

in that Congresss . People there in that Congress are formulating

plans and approving laws and other enactments so that it will :

be beneficial‘to the “people ds a whole so we hope that they . TR e
will considér this very favorable for us. . I am especially con-
cerned about the appropriations that would be needed for these
projects. Usually when there is an appropriation made, there

is always a reduction or manipulation of funds appropriated. I
hope that will not happen in this cases  We know that the
United States Government:is now engaged in one urgent ,program
which is the satellite program that is new. Of course, we do
not understand what it is all about but we now find they have
developed or . have progressed to such an extent that they have
now been able-to'get out into. outer’space with ¢ertain-~ihstru-
ments. They are proposing to send rockets and other missiles
$hat may reach the moon.  Some of us understand it is primarily
to seek habitable planets in space. Once that is realized, I
wonder what group of people they will dispatch to these foreign

. areas? . Perhaps these are quite funny, but still I would like

to come back to the land and say the area.we have in mind that
we are discussing, is pretty well populated with people so I
think that is something we know of and, for that reason, every-

thing should be done so that this Bill could be passed and

* thereby start these constructions s0 that the people may get _
“these farms and utilize the water system that will be available..

A ry
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but my statement is that I anm fearful of the fact they will
start cutting some. of the funds that may be appropriated for
this purpose., . . . :

; Azain I wish to ‘thank the gentlemen who have been working
for us in formulating these plans.

Tyler llarris:

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Navajo Tribal Council:
Since I am from an area that is very near this project, or
actually in it, I think T am very much aware of the land that
would be involved once this canal has been built. The land
involved would be in District 19, 13 and 12 and I feel'I am in
a position to know.the contour of the land that would be subject
to irrigation once this project has been completeds Also there
are allotted areas that would be involved. We have white.
 ranchers that have fenced out certain portions of land thus de-
priving the Navajo people of land use rights so I feel once
this project is undertaken and coupleted, perhaps the Navajo
_people will be able to utilize the lands that are now fenced oute.
T am from the Bisti area and there we know of a lot of oil
Cactivitiés. O0Oil companies have come in and have taken leasese.
Of course, this irrigation system will not reach that area but
still I would like .to stress the fact that I feel that once the
water is available, it wculd benefit a large number of our Navajo
people. - This is because I know the land there would be subject
to irrigation once that project is completed.

I also wish to ‘express my thanks to the people who have
helped in getting this work .done and making all the plans for
us, etcs, and I would like to conclude with that,.
The Chairmant '

I just want to comment briefly on this. First of all
T wish to say that we are happy that’ so much interest has been
expressed in this_ progject that we have been discussing for
several years. Your enthusiasm for that has not diminished to
any great extent and with the changes that we anticipate that
might happen in the next two years, is something that you have
given thought to and you feel it will be very beneficial to our
. young people and more so since we have an annual report made
by our Superintendent, where one of the statements made was
that we only received 11% of our income per year from livestock,
meaning that 89% comes from other sources and the more we engage
in business, the less space there is for livestock and we know
that. There are also some suggestions for more livestock but
there is no. question in our minds, those of us who are older,
we are used to all the space to herd the stock. That is no
longer available. There are people living everywhere. I am

-88-
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happy you are planning something in the future for our younger
generation, concerned over the possibility of arriving at the

., stage where Congress will -give us the necessary funds. to build
that project, but it is somewhat “hazy, but ‘yesterday Russell

is asking that we do away with weapons of war. I hope they do
that, and that is the reason we tnink t!lie money will not be
forthcoming ‘and all of you I am sure are grateful for the help
extended to us by the Upper Colorado Stream Commission and the
office of the State Engineer of Mew lexico. Some ten days ago
we met with him and we, in turn, invited him today and we have
neard the expressions of gratefulness to him and his staff. We
were grateful for the help given to us. i ;

il

A1l those in favor of this Resolution please stand
70 Council members approves

The Chairman: - e L e

e " A1l those opposed?

Nohe opposed.

John Blisss

Mpr. Chairman and Members of the Council: I know your time
has run out.. I.do want to take this opportunity to.thank you

“for the action you have taken today. I think you have made a

wise decision to share this water,,;the’ remaining water in the

San Juan and that it is an excellent one to make the best use of
the water in the years to come. I might explain to,you that '
this question has been bhrought tc you folks first. . We still
have to take this matter up with our State officials and represe-

' tatives'in Congress but I am sure they understand the. situation

and that they will act properly in this matter.. There.is- 1o

* .question about it. I thank you for your actions (Applause)

he Chairman:

Weﬂwill”recess at this:fihg for.lﬁﬁch;g.Atfi;}Qﬁfhe:

... Advisory :Committee will meet. .

(Whepeupon,; at 12:05 the Council recdessed until after
2 S lunchs). : .
NOTS: There was no Advisory Committee meeting at '1:30 and
the Council resunicd its session at that time.
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Thursday afternoon, Deceuwber 12th, 1957 .~ . - 1230 pem.

~The' Chairmans’ - ::u,

Please call the rolls . ' o

¢

Called the roll. 70 Council memBerslpreseﬁﬁ,ﬂ

The Chairman:

.. Ve have-a quorum of the Council members present and we
would like to tell the. Sergeant-at-Arms for a little while that
we will have an Executive Session and no one outside the
Council members are to be present. All non-Indians should be
excluded from the room while we are discussing this particular
subjecte o 3 '

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Chairman:

This session has to do with an Advisory Committee meeting Last

night wherein we were presented an announcement that during the
bid opening day on the 10th and also subsequent tor it, a letter
from the Deputy Commissioner Barton Greenwood was discussed and

" .during the time we discussed it and we adjourned, it was our

understanding to keep our. information to ourselves, I know some
of the Council members were inquiring what the meeting was' about
and that will be related to you.by.our Counsel, Mr. Littell, at
this time. . ~ . 0 0T : - - : f
Worman Littell:

. lr. Chairman and Members of .the Council:. There was an

-announcement made by Mr. Clark presiding over the sale -~ some

of you.heard it, who.were there -~ to the effect that the bidders
ori four tracts - 13, 31k, ;18 and 722 will get their money back
if it proves that those tracts are not within the Navajo Reser-
vation . The money would be impounded and held until final
determination as .to whether these tracts were on the Navajg
Reservation. B . o

.. I was shocked: by that announcement because in recent weeks
we have been subject to a number of requests in the Legal
Department and here in the Executive 0ffices of the Tribe, to
puc a condition on your offer orf leases that if title would
not prove out, tiat they did nol prove to he on the Navajo
Reservation, then the bouus would be refunded. In each case,
while we considered those matters carefully and narticularly

in respect to the most earnest contention firom some quite
-90-
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