Arizona
March
Members cf the Senate
and of the s
Heuse of Representatives
Washingion, D. C.

Re: The Use of the Waters of the '
> ‘ San Juon River
Dear FPriends: :

Tha Navajo georle are no’ insensible to the needs of their neigh-
bors liviong across the divide in the Rio Grarde Valler, ond have ésep
sympathy for then in their desire for an ausditional supnly of water,

Hewever, in ccnsidsring the proposed diversion of San Juan waters,
it must borns in mind that ths overvhelmirg rajcrity of the pesple in the
Rio Grandc Valley have running water even for boita and toilet Tacilities
in tkeir hecmes, vhile thousands of Favgjes-living in arid lards do not
evea have cnovzh waote Qur neighbors of the Rio Grande have an
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The weight of authority is therefore decidedly with us in insisting on the
fullest possible application of these waters to the Havajo Rescrvation lands,
Therc is arplc, too, for the Shiprock-Farmington area, bub any surplus

wouid be tco limited to justify diversion to another watershed,

In fact, it can be rightly said that there will be no surplus water,
for with ctondily cxpording mining operations for vranium on the reservation
in vhich wo are cooperating fully with the AScnic Lnergy Commission, a 200-

ossing plant to be presently consbrucsed at Shiprock, expanding

a. rasources, together with expanding trucking and other
coliatural businesscs, such as davelopment of a canning industry, the grow-
ing industrisl ncods of the fhiprock-Farmington area will absurb cvery drop

of surplus waters

developmert of

. Wo therefore respectfully submit that there are no tenzble &rounds
for the propesad diversion, and wrge you to sup ort firnly what we regard as
our moral and legel righs to the fullest possible develcpment of the San

Juan for tnc Navajo and Shiprock-Fernmington arcae

Sincercly yours,

Av.r. %
s/ Som Anleah

Navajo Trival Gouacil
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(This lotter was uranimnously approved by the Havajo Tribal Council at
. indow Hock, Arizonma, on March 23, 1551),




