esosation naming Re Go Fister as a candidate
ss Manager be read. )

"WFF? WAS, wider Resclution No. adopted by ths Navajs
Tribal Ccuncil August . 1951, there was establisned the posi‘ion
" and cfALce cf general business manager for the Navajc Tribes; there-
fors, in acccrdance with the provisions of suth resolution,

"PE IT

Mr, Russell To Fisuer of W:pdhw Ru4K« Arlzcn33 has ind‘"ated hi:
5 Y0 b2 considered for the pesitien of geone

manager of the Navajo Tribe, that the said Russ21l G.

hereby sslected for the pecsiticn.®

% C‘l':j

3

CHAIRMAN ¢

Dces the Council feel that Mr. Fister should appear befors the Counsil
members? If that is your dssire, we will have him here. After » recess, only
the Ccuncil Members are to coms in and d*sn;c" business with Mr., Fister,
Government =mployess are to be excluded 2lso.

(Reczas)

(After recess ths Counsil deslared an Fxecubive Seszion, the minutes of
wiizh are cmitied from this reccrd. At this session tha above quoted resolu-
‘ticn was adcptsd by a vete of 62 in favor ang O cpposed., )

B
August 22, 1951 L 9315 AM.
e ——

2r by Chairmwan Sam Ahkeah at 9:15 a.m., Roll

ul ;;.

W= have a quorum of the Ccuncil Msmbers so ths Council Mezeting will be in
ordar,

Tness gentlemern back hers are the gentlsmsn that know abou: +he San Juan
River questicn., That discussion will be in order at this tims. Mr. Hunphreys
here is ths watsr lawyer from Los 4;5,_e;‘ ¥r. Kessee; Mr, Goudie from Irriga-
ticn; and Mr. Pzrson., We have ancther group interested in this discussicn

x

that will prsbably bs her: in a short whila. They are not here yet. We havs
Mr., Persorn hers whom v employsd Lc maks an ;nve::‘uatlon of that precject and
he

3
s .
we would like to have him revort tc ths Counzil abeut wWork. After his talk
if membars of the Council want to a5k guestions about h¢s worx I think ycu are

frse tec do sc,.
MR, PERSCN:
Mr, Chairman ard Member

my written repcrt to your
port today in dstail I am




In my instructions when I took over this assignment your Chairman asked
me to investigate the following items. First, the irrigation possibilities
on the Navajo Ressrvation under the Shiprock and Scuth San Juan projects,

The second item I was asked to investigate was the construction and operation
and maintenance cost of thess various irrigation projects. Third, I was
asked to study also the propesed San Juan-Chams diversion. The fourth item
was to investigate the adequacy of the water supplies. Now, taking t
four items up in the order tirey were mentioned we will first discuss th
irrigation possibilities on the Shiprock and South San Juan Projects.

B
0
w

Under the Shiprock Project on a gravity system 118,000 to 122,000 acres
of land could be irrigated. Now, with a 100-foot pump 1ift under the Ship=
rock Project, which would be above the main ditch; you could irrigate an
additional 19,300 acres. With 2 150-foot pump 1ift you can irrigats and
additional 11,200 acres. In other words, ths total under the Shiprock Pro-
Ject, including the gravity, 100-foot pump lift, and 150-fcot pump lift,
there is a total irrigable acreszge of 155,500,

1

Now, geing to the South San Juan Project under 55,000 to 60,000 acres
on the south San Juan Project, 18,000 acres could be irrigated on the reser—
vation. Now, in comnection with the Shiprock and South San Juan Projects
there are two possibilities., First, you could build Shiprock gravity and
South San Juan Froject which would irrigate about 140,000 acres on the
Navajo Reservation. The second possibility would be to build the Shiprock
gravity and pumping project which would irrigate 155,500 acres on the reser—
vation.

Now, going to the second Item which I was asked to investigate, the con-
struction and operation and maintenance cost under these various projects.
The Shiprock gravity oroiect., the construction rcnet wanld he €10C0 L~ #1107
per acre. The annual operation and maintenance cost undsr the Shiprock
gravity project would be about $4.50 per acre. For the Shiprock pumping
project tha construction cost would be about the same as for the gravity
Shiprock project. The annual operation and maintenance cost for the 100-foot
pump lift ilands wculd be frem $5.00 to $121.00 per acre, depending on what
power would cost ycu. The annual operaticn and maintenance cost of 150-foot
pump lift would bs $20.00 to $13.00 per acre, v

CHATRNVAN s

Mr. Riter, would you come up here. I stated we had a man coming and T
had refersnce to this gentleman, Mr, Riter, who has just stepped up on the
platform. '
MR. PERSCHN:

Néws going to the South San Juan, assuming that we have a 55,000 to
60,000 acre project, the construction cost would bs from $1500 to #1700 per
acre.

CHATRMAN:

Will you tell the Council just about where the project lies?

= 10 =




MR. PERSON:
The South San Juan Prcject lies south and east of the Shiprock Froject.

CHAIRNAN @

Would that be directly south of the .Tcwn of Farmingten? Is that pretty
much off the reservation?

MR, PERSON:

Yes; most of the project is off; there is about 18000 or 20,000 acres on
the reservation,

Now. going to the third Item., the study of the San Juan-Chama diversion.
The datz avallable indicates that a San Juan-Chama diversion of 250,000 to
T 260,000 acre feet is necessary to make a feasible project.

CHATRMAN ¢

Do I understand, Mr. Person, you to say that that much water could be
diverted from th2 San Juan into the Chama project and it would still be
feasible to have water to irrigate this 155,000 acres?

MR. PERSOMN:

No, I will come to that. In fact, this 250,000 acre feet is very close to
the maximum that it would be possible to divert. Now, in connecticn with the
South San Juan-Chama diversion, we bslieve that additional studies and investi-
gation 2are necessary to establish the feasibility of this diversion. '

Now, going to the fourth item; the water supply. First, there is suffi-
cient water supply in the San Juan River above the Navajo ressrvoir to irrigate
the Shiprock gravity project; and in addition to that a 55,000 to 60,000 acre
Scuth San Juan Project. If those twoc projects were built, of courss, they
would irrigate a total of 110,000 acres on the Navajo Reservation. Second,
thers would be sufficient water supply in the San Juan River above Navajo to
irrigate the Shiprock gravity and pumping projects and irrigate a reduced
South San Juan Projsct. I might say here that I don't personally bslieve the
Shiprock pumping lands have sufficient ability to produce to pay the operation
and maintenance costs that is for the pump plant. Third, the water supply in
the San Juan River is sufficient to irrigate the Shiprecck gravity project and
provids 250,000 acre foot Chama diversion. Now, the fourth possibility in
connection with the water supply, there would be sufficient water to irrigate
the Shiprock gravity project and to provide for a reduced San Juan-Chama
diversion and a reduced South San Juan Projscte

Now, with any of these combinations, that is the Shiprock gravity and the
large South San Juan with the Shiprock gravity and the San Juan-Chama diversion
|there would have been water snortages in three years for the pericd frem 193C
|to 1949. This ccmpletes the items I was asked to report on. My written report
is much mcre detailed. but I think I have covered the important points.

Now, before I stop I would like to express my appreciation to the Bureau
of Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Reclamation for making everything that they
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had available to ms, T might say the Bureau of Indian Affairs report on the
Shiprock Projzct completely covers the irrigation potentialities on that
projsct. '

JUSTIN SHIRLEY:

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Council. I wantad to ask 2 question during
the talk cf Mr., Person, but I am aprreciztive that I still have that chancs,
That is as far as thes supply of water is concerned he gave us an estimate of !
the water, the acre feat that weuld go to the Chamz and the supply sufficient |
under the gravity flow and additional pumping tec carry on sc much irrigation |
work. How do you estimats the amount of waier since we know the conditions
charge and we have drouth seasons every oncs in a while? Suppesing yoa ars
giving your estimatz on a certain yeur that we have a sufficient supply. Ycu
gave us the averags, no doubt. What is to prevent any drouth coming over
here to make the supply of water inadequate?

MR. PERSON:

rom the records available for the pericd of study from 1930 to 19L9 e

that includsd thres very dry years, 1934, 1946 and 2947. Your shertage, your

maximunm shertage during this period would have been about 32% tc 35% depand-

ing on the size of the Navajo reservoir. We fesl that this is a tolerable

shortage and weould still make a goed project. The suggestion was made that I

discuss what I meant by tolarable shertage. Thers are very few irrigaticn

pProjects built that have a I00% water supply for svery year. Now I am not

saying-a 30% shortage cf supply would mean a reduction in yeur producticn of

necessarily 30% becauss when you have a short supply you would use the water

more carefully,
CHAT RMAN s ..

Mr. Riter, will you introduce your friends to the Council?

MR. RITER:

We have Mr., Mutz here, Arsa Engineer, Albuquerque, New Mexice, who is
studying the San Juan-Chama diversion. The next man is Mr, Erickson. He is
ths New Mexice Engineer for the Interstata Stream Ccmmission. We have Mr.
Crabtres, whos=s oifice is st Durange. He is an engineer making studies for
the Scuth San Juan Prcject. Mr. Fred Wilson of Albuquergue., Mr. Wilson is
attornsy for the New Maxizo Interstate Stream Ccmmission. I am also working
with Mr. Keesee, enginser of the Bureau of Indian Affairs,

HOWARD GORMAN:

Mr, Chairman. Mr. Person, havs you explored the intermountain Chama
diversion? Hcw dces the zost per acrz foct compare fer the Shiprock and the
potential irrigable lands in New Mexizc on the cther side of the mountain?

KR, PERSCN:

I might sey this;, the ccst ver acre foot to geu water over there is going

to be more than the ccst per acr2 foot of water on iand on this side, But I
don’t think we have enough data tc get the final figurs on it,

<




YELLOWMAN s

You stated that the water cf the San Jusn is at the present tims suf-
ficient to irrigate the gravity flow and in addition tc that the pumping
could be established and ycu would still have encugh water. but from what

we cbserve daily, theose of us who come fronm that areaa there is insuffiziznt
water at the present time. Ycu are talking abcut the South San Juan Project
and the Shiprocik Project. I doubt if there is any water in the river after
it gets past the Carrizc Mountains. With a condition liks that supposing it
gets dried up, do you still tn_n- w2 would have enough water?

MR. PERSCN¢

Maybe I left a wrong impress en I mentionad gravity. There are no
more pure gravitiy projecis. All fubure projects are depandent on storage
That storage is going to have to be sufficient to carry over from high flew
years to low flow years.

YELLOWMAN 2

upposing this diversicn has been made by the Navajos toward the reser-
vatlon and alsc the intermountain project was made, what percent can it be said
that is the responsibility of the Navajos and what percentage off ths reser-
vation?

MR. PERSON:

Say you get a 250,000 acre fo
acre project. With 250, Ou g ing

ot diversion and you would irrigate 120,000
ac o
ing sbout 650.000 acre fest

ver the mountain thers ycu would be divert-

MESCALETO NELSCN:

It is stated that the irrigastion project originates off the resesrvation.
Would that mean that the p=cple now off the reservaticn liks myself and
others would get some beneficial use from the irrigation project?

MR, PERSON:

I think it could bs set up that way if he cculd not irrigate it from the
proposed project.

MESCALETG NELSON:

I did not have rsferencs tc off ths ressrvation area whers the Navajos
now live, I Jnat mearn that portion of the off ressrvation land just a little
bit away from the proposed storage.

MR. PERSON: -

Wiil it b= on the proposed ditchn? I thirnk that could be sst up that way o

CEATRMAN

Do ycu mean to ask, that irrigation when it is completed and flowing from




that project weuld it be used by the Navajos in the immediate vieinity of
this completed irrigation storags?

MESCALETC NELSON:
Yes; I have beesn asking about that. That is what is intended, to have
as many people as can be reached by that water-to be benefited by the use of
it. '
CHA TRMAIN ;
We will have ten minutes recess now.
(Recess 10:00 a.m, to 10330 2oM., Aug. 22, 1951,)
CHA TRMAN | .

We will go on with the business of the Council now, ard I would like to
introduce to the Ccuncil and the audience the Governor of Arizcna, (Applause) @E’

Address by Govermor Howard Pvls)
: ¢

0%,

GOVERNOR PYLE:

Thank you very much, Mr. Ahkesh., Thznks %o you Members of the Tribal
Council for the courtesy of your reczption, and a special greeiting ‘o tho s
of you whe are spectators this morning.

Thi
in Phoerix. Our Legislature, i p
has 1C0 members. We have about 17 or 28 in the Senate ard approximately 75
in the House. I wonder if you have the same exciting experiences that we have
in our Legislature dcwn 3in Phoenix acccmplishing the work that ycu have to do.
Great arguments develop and sometimes we don't do the things that we should do
because we disagree sc critically. Of course, I suppose the Navajos do nct
argue like thcse of us in our government do. .

s reminds me a little of the legislative sessicn down a: the Capital
nstead of the 7Ni.sams membhere +had —ow hawa
-

;o= - -—‘—--vy

I noctice that you have a lady who evidently is a part of the Council, and
that is a tribute to your recognition of the ability of the women of your
Tribe to be useful in both governmsnt and your hcme 1ife,

I am sure that many of you realize and appreciate that for a long long
time the problems of the Indians of Arizona and our neighboring states have
been very important to me personally. The Indian Pew=Wow at Flagstaff. which
I have long been associated with, has as one of its principal objectives to
provid2 an interesting cutlet recreationally and otherwise for you, and during
the 15 years it has been my privilege to cooperate therse I have learned to
love and admire ard respect you pecple and your fellow tribesmen in this part
of the ccuntry very deeply.

One of my very gocd friends ard cne of your very gocd friends is Dr. C. Go.
Salsbury, wiom many of yoa knew for a great many years in connecticn with the
Ganade MZssion. Dr. Salsbury is now identified with our Health D=zpartment

at the Capitol in Phcenix, Befors I left I had a brief visit with him, and
he asked that I extend you his warmest regards and sincerest gresstings,
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Iwant you to a
we 3are vary wall
Council Meetings i ’
have just besgun ; emants i ; .f : hope z;L; 2 3 twica-each-vaar mas
ing with the leaa: : : :

that altn;u:h Phoenix is s

these meetings bsing arrarngad h*o nv“: menth of September. You may con-

sider this mesting 3 for ths present. You may not wish

to attend, Mr. Ahke ptenber m~e:Lth for in som2 respects it will

be a similar confersn the cne that wiill bs suggssted by what I will say r

here cduring thase revt few minute Hewever, your tribal rapressntatives 1

will be welccome in feptamber and we w&l“ advise the Ccunzil headjuarters of

the date so if you wish tc delsgaze someone to coma for the September mest-

ing w2 will be glzd to have ycuo. ’
The Indian and his preblem is very r2al tc the state government cf !

Arizona and to the people of our statz. More than 1/ of the tetal land

area of our state Is given over tc Indian reservations., This is approximatals

1/l of 211 of the lands in uha United States presently deveted to Indian

;eaar*at_ons, In Arizona thare arn appr:x*matelv 88,000 Indians. Tha
‘ total of the ;\avaJos for Arizona, New Mexice and Utah is a £
this ?OQ;CO ,cﬁl no to Lo 000 live _ Arizona, Though I &
1 S

other tribesg 3
quainted with ths Hopi, :

We do not wart yecu as alisn or strangsrs in our pocpulation, but rat |
want 23 rapld"* &s we possibly can to regard you 3s egu2l in every way io ﬁ
every cther citizen of the Stats of Arizena. Your n.story nas bsan cns very |
discouraging tc you. Many promizss have bsexn mads o you ané many promizes
have been broxen. It iz necsssary that ygu mEt aventualliyv oW vour own
-ands and be citizens of the Stats of prizona in the zenss that I 2m and in ,
ths senss that my neigkbor is. At ths prﬂsbut I quecstion whether even you . ‘

ze -

-

v
would agres that you are ready <o b
fedsral go ernme

& com et--y fres f
n has provided. We feel very keenly th
ar at a3 pressnily under the supervisicﬁ of *hn
’Pd=*a gevernrent, it ta. that the geverament ceontinus te nslp vou un-
‘ til you are completely able tc be om ycur cwn.

P
[AFI o
(
-y
U]
e
o]
¢
o
I
"
o
]

.

better thau the
education, to aid

antil ycu are ccmplets
| the stats level, Sir e m

[ e —

feilow voters, and perscns interested in the welfars of Ar:

at an early date the federal government zhould provide a pian Tit, y.rhaps
a 25-year pericd involved in which through apprepriat
state administration we might bs instrumental in brin
te the point whers you could go con your cown as ragular

I know you nnvp teen disturbed cver ths Stats’s pesition in relaticn o
your Social Security. Although we have argued that the State zculd not
fcrd to assume the financizl reapcnllb;hit:“ there is ancthar point of
equa‘ importancao Ths cther point is the principle invcived in vour having '
! edsral gc ernmant and now at this point when
q

dent th:zy want to bs frez of the burdsn of




taking cars of you. We disagree very heart ily with this. To us your presant
position has been caussd by the federal government., And we believe that untili
you can bs completsly independent, that it i5 & must that the fedsral govern-
ment shall continue to assume fu:l responsibility until we are abie to stand
with you as fellow citizens.

There are many ways in which Arizena is working with ycu ncw, and I
would like to name them. Ysur Socizl Security, which means aid to the aged,
the biind, .and the dependent children; I5 now being administsred by thz
State of Arizona, Our Health Department is cocperzting with the Indian
Service Health Branch. A venereal disease survey was conducted last year
and plans for a reservation-wide coverags are underway. With the help of
fedsral funds our State now has a special activity for the placsment ¢
Navajo children in public schools off the reservaticno We ars also dsvalop-
ing public schools in certain situations on the reservation. 4 big public
grammar and high school is being planned for the new consolidated Window
Rock-Fort Dsfiance-Sawmill schocl districty and it should be ready befors
teoo many monthso

Ve have arranged tc join for ccoperatiocn nhe Indian Servics Employmsn
Servicz and our State Employment Service. We recognise and appreciate
cooperation of the reservation police in enforcing our State driving ccde
and licsnsing system. Our State Sanitary Board is cooperat;ng in the Iin-
spection of livestock coming off of your reservation. Cur stats and county
police are cooperating with the Indian Service pciice aliong the berdar.
Thousands of your tribesmen are finding work in agriculture, munitions bases,
on the raiiroad, and other jobs off the ressrvation here in Arizconi.

rf'

1122 that the Navajo iz paying salss tax, gasoline tax, and in-
Arizond. We ars giad To maxe mucn ol the I that cur s7ate
coilegss at Flzgstaff and Tempe and our University at Tussen welsome ths
Navajo a3 a student. It should be a source of great prids to you that many
of your studsnts who are being traired in our schools zre outstanding. W=
want you to realize that we are very much fellew citizens with you in
Arizona, We want you to realize too that ws, as you, have very serious

4

preblens, . |

: Your head councilman, Sam Ahkeah, wrcte 2 story for a paper not =3¢ icng

;j ago and I read it, and I would like to give you the opening line of that

b story. Mr. Ahkeah's story began this way: W"Before we were taksn captive

by the United States in 186L." You know what it means to be the capiive of

a greater agsuly that t2lis you what you can do and what you camnct do.. |

! The State of Arizona suffers with you in some respects in that. In our [
|
f

Y | achisving statshood in 1912 we too after a fashion became a captive of the
United Stztes. More than 73%, nearly 3/L, of the total land area of tha

State of Arizond is sdministered by and belongs toc the faderal governmento
So you ses, we are nct independent e*thero Scme day the Navajos and ths
Hopis and tne L..,haveso Apaches, the Pimas, and the other tribesmen in
Arizena and their home areas and the State of Arizeona must be indspendsnt.

(Applausz.)

You can expect every cooperation from me and from the pecpis cf Arizcna
-coo“erat10n that we can afford, cooperaticn that we can suppcsrt both in
principle and in fact. We want you to feel that thes Governcr’s Qffice in
Phoenix i3 your Governor’s Office toc. Together wes must work for indeperdencs
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for all of us. Any of your special problems that you would like 4o bring
to me or to the State Legislaturs, you may fesl frze to do 50, znd w2 wiil
give you every consideration in trying to mset vour needs and requests,

We camnot accomplish everything in one day. We musi, have P

atiencs you
v
have had patisnce here for all of these lcng years of your problems, Some
day we wili be &s cne, all of us Arizcnans, 211 of us independent,
’ L]

t is my pleasure to present ‘tc you in behaif of ths State of Arizona

5 the Flag that we love very much and that we hope soms day we can fly 7eL
- this State as a completsly independent stat=z. ’AppWavs:,) I want yo
' understand that we ordered a very bzautiful silk fia ag for you, It wi
o

-

céme eventually, I suppcse, and when it does I will send it to veu a
3 replacement fer this cne and then you will have two fliags,

Sam, may I present this to you. We want you to real
regard in which we hcld your peopls and the very des fee
and interest that we have for your problems and our unive
day we may share and share alike that most pricelsss of
respective freedonms,

hs affecticnats
cf compasszion
ncpes that some

N?

(Whereupen, the flag is presented to Mr. Ahkesh.

CHAIRMAN:

We appreciate the Flag, Governor, as a gift from the Governo» and also
the State of Arizona. We also appreciate your talk and we will remsmber
E ‘and think deeply of the words you said to us. {Applausa.)

3 We have a member of the Council from the State of Arizona and I will
: give him th: flcor for his 421k next. M. Prank Brodlay. (Spplaisss)

FRANK BRADLEY: . ;

MremmﬁmmqsoewmrofAmjmlsM, I“mwstbesoftMeﬁﬁnl
Council, VisZting Members of Various States, and the Audiesnce, I

3 ’ to be very brief. I am not geing to s y ve*’r mucho.

3 \ The Governor of Arizona has stated very briefly w what the
E has in store Zor the Navajos® futurs, And we appreciate as
3 that ths Governcr has a l t in ~tor: fer tha Na"a ‘0 peors
4 deeply the Gcvernor has said that the State of Arizona 2
E get the Navajos tc beccme a real citizen. Of course, ihe t
I or any cther Indian Tribs as far as that goes. w2 are an American ¢itizen,
4 but thers seems tc be a zonfliczt somewhere that somebody thinks that ws ars
2 not and we are being pushed arcund and have been pushed around liks ws have,

F- But be that as it may. we are as a Tribe willing tc go ahead and Ic

3 cok at
4 ocur future and we say, let tke by-gones bs by-gones. We ars striving to get
ahead and to becoms an Ameérican ciitizen like we should be and we a- T2 z2ndeano=
"|

ing to do that very thing. At this Present time this Tribal Council is w—rk=
ing toward that angle and I will grant you that the Tribal Council is going
8xX31

to work in cecperation with the State of Arizcna and ths State of New Mex-.

We are endeavoring, strugeling. to get on our fest and we aporeciate evary w
y: help that these three adjacent states to our reservaticn ~an giv=2 us %to get '
; ] ahead and get cn our feet and becoms a real honest to gocansss Am=rican citizen,
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And T think the Governor for the talk the e has made to the Navajo

2t he
Tribe and the interest he is taking for the sszke of the Nava jo Tribe, and I
dseply appreciate that he is endeavoring tc do all he can. OCF course,
what he said is trus. that thsy are jnsi as much under the gevernmany of
the United States as we ars and *herefors hs knows the struggles we ars undar-
tzking here to get out from under this grea®t government of ours ard they

call us mards of ths government, but of ccurse most of us Navzajos don’t
4 o
v =

appreciate being called warcds. We think thai the Nav 3j% Is no mere a ward
than any other parson in the ln'tﬂd States, I will sviu_ ycu that the
Nava jos themselv sled wards. Nocbody cn earth

sely 3
appreciates besing c'lled a prlsoner or held a priscnar,.

Again I extend my appreciation tc the Governor of Arizcna snd I am giad
that he has got his heart and soul in the interesis of the Navaio psop_=.
The Navajo iz rssponsible for the Governcr of Arizona being in ths Governor's
ffice today. There were quite a few votes that the Na vajos put over in ths
election., {Applause.) The Navajos are going to endszavor to put ths right
man in that Governor's 0ffice hanceforward. If we find the right man ws will
= J

support him regardiess of what politics is involved. Thz Nava+ic is going
to vots for ths best man. (Applause.) :

1A TRMAN :
We have also ths members of the Council from New Mexizo and wa have 2
men by tne name of Manuslito Begay that I shall cszli on ncw and he will now
come up hers to the platform and make his talke. (Applauss,)

MANUELITO BEGAY:

Lrn Chairman. Vic @L-hairmanr onr Area Director. d li, %3
friends; Members of the Ccuncil. I had not expected that I would bs zal
te say anything at this times. I want to briefly ststs zoms of the i
that happened previous te my time and what I have gathered as hist
up to the time that Ft. Defiance becams a realiiy and then *

I started my work as & councilman for the Tribs,

Around 200 years ago pp%ox_mat; 1y w2 had nc white people among us. Ws
had cnly Indians living in thiz area. We remember at that +ims we =till
had regulations tc go ty. We were being _nutruﬂ*cd censtantly. Instruzticns
or regulations are of lon g standing. In the instructions to cur zhildren”

| thers was instruction on how tc maks a living, what with, whstiher it be by
| Livestock, shzep, horses, or ngvlru1+ur These ars some of the instructions
'that existed along in thess years many years agc., At that time we had in-

Structions on how to be an agrizultural farmer znd you could not be resog=
nized as one if you had 21l kinds of wzzds in the plot where ycu pranted your
crop. Cn the other hand if there was 2 Zot of feed and ztock in your field

you would be classed as one of the best stockmsn. Instrustion tc be a4 law
abiding individual has iis origin many years agc, to be urkind to your fallcow
being was something that, mist not be dons. That was scmathing whichwas in-
structed to our children., This instruction that I have refarred to is -00
Years cid or further back than that.

When Ft. Defiance was established our lesders who cams to Ft. Defiance
were instructed along the sams lins. They were not only coming frem our
forefathers but the white peoples had the same instructions. This was te
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make progress and how to meke a living, Those were instructlons after Fio

Defiance became a realily. And in that bunn,.tlon what I hava to say next

is scmething I feel mcst thankful for., It became my work to be 2 counzilman

some eight years ago., I an representin“ *na Crfﬁ*nul. 4r22, L havs bzen a

Counciiman in tbln conference 5l

attendance atv trh mweting £l
cu*s;da the reservation area,
tion, when they get up to say &

us ws are net dlS;uSalﬂg any

S

lems, the p=ogle out31d° e
at the present time is the cattle p
the nscessary funds tc acquire land that we camnn tha
much of that land w2 ars not szble to stretch curssives bsca
space in cur own area. :

There was one particular situation that we were confrcntad with Ias3
year and that is the lack of any water or moisturs,
Ar;a Director and Mr. Ahkeah and they have mads it

xtended to that area, amd the psopls are grateful
extended to tha pesoplz cutside the reservation.

During the time that th2 newly elected Council Membsrz were taking offics
herz wsz had a delegation from Santa Fe, the Governer and his group, coming
here, and ws apprecizted the part thay took in the inauguration csremonies
here in this Ccuncil here. At that time ws only had thz naticna: Ilag,
namely, this flag tc my right here. but st tha: time thz Gevaracy zoming
‘here brought us the State Flag of New Mexice and w2 wers all encouragad |
d heartened that we bslconged under these two f£lags,. |
At tne time the Governor spo4e tc us h2 said that the problams of ths J
Navajcs were the problems of the Stats and any proolem w2 wishsd to havs %
| brcught to the attention of ths States Legiszlat W 2 |
problzm whatever ths Navajos were walcoms, re 13
We have bere the Geverrnor of Arizonza with u nd !

the State Fiag of Arizcna, and ncw the Nax
the three flags mean anything we shouid g

1

ernor of Arizcna, he said ws wilil werk o
pendent. T hops we realize thisz 2nd scon

From the statement of the Gov
one objective, namely, tc bes inds
because some of us are sc epsndent on many things that w2 cann
in our own area., The remark was mades by the Governor recognizing ith

position of our women to a certain extant and that is trus. Ws nciicszavly
have on our Council floor cne Tribal Delegate, 2 lady, and we said In crder
to be strong we must take in thz cpposite sex. (Applans=s.)

It has been stated by the Governer that he would be respcnsiblis to lcok
after the welfar° cf the Navago probiems to 2 certain extent, and 2iso in-
cluding other tribes in the State of Arizeona. I wonder if in the future hs
might take care of the other tribes except the Navajos., That has generally
been the cass in the past that Navajcs have been lIzft bshirnd in many Instanczs,

I want tc express my sppreciaticn for the privilegs given m2 to say
a few words here. I have been wanting to say something and I haves =2id it
now, Thank you. (Aprlauss,)
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CHAIRMAN :

I would like tec thank the Govar
my people and the Cocuncil and al:zo
rom now cn

as we go about cur work f

lot of things that thes Council and

Also I would to say that we 2

Filag ¢f Arizcna. W2 now have the
exico and the Flag cf th2 Nationzl Gov

1ike

nERD -

Also I would 1ike to say
that he will wsicome any memb

higher education in thzse scho:
her2 in Arimna, as w2ll as

chiidren to get higher =dv

=
for a lcan systiesm and

Then too, about the Governcr’'s

lot of us Navajos do not appreciate that werd wards of the govermment
few years agc when I was in Mesa Verds Haticnal Park a rangs
me how is iy tc be an Indian, A1l I said was, very tcugh:; and I mean it too
+

We go vo Washingtoany Do Co, and I am sorry ic say ws are supne T
be under the government, but we go to Congress with -ur grierances and
treatment that we get under ths Indian Bureau I am sorry t¢ say we havs
report to the Congress that the mistrestmsnt we receive from the Indlar
reau setup, 2and that the gquesiion Is in our mind, is the Indian Bureau
full gevernmsnt? Who Is ihe govermment that we arz vndsz? Woe 13 the
white father in Washingtcn? @ That is a puzzle ito tha Indian.

h 4 ice and thsn from +

governmant % he z
governmant g h .
that money 1 < T ava ctf these tod
We seem To think that the Indian Burszau is the whole gex
ws have besn tcld that we are unds>r ths gevernmmant,
under twe sets of government. One fummishing money:

what not te doc. Sg it e and the I

=

cn wiil bs
ian Servics

2 wheve ths governmsr
be under it more firmiy
re vz would be mere hap

governmant,
The govarnment said we wi

of that government.
positicn.

And I ag
House and
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I would like to send it to the Governor of Arizona., I again thank the
Governor for his talk and his visit to the Navajo Reservation.

At 1:30 we will again reconvene and at that time we will discuss some
more about the irrigation project on the northern part of the reservation,
We will recess ncw until 1330 this afterncon.

(Recess 11350 a.m., August 22,)

August 22, 1951 = 1:15 P.M,

CHAIRMAN:

We have a quorum of the Council Members so the Meeting will now come to
order., (L5 Members present.) We have Mr. Person here and he will make his
report and I wonder if any of the Council Members wish to ask him questions,.
If not, I will call another gentleman.

(Shiprock Project Discussion, Cont'd)
HOWARD GORMAN:

Most of the delegates have not seen Mr. Person's report. If we had seen
Mr. Person's report, I think we wculd have been in a positicn to ask him
some questions. But what the Council and the people are principally interested
\1n right now is to hear about the a visability, the differences in the check-
ing over of the records of the Reclamation Service and other government de-
partments. We would like to knocw what the difference is. Whether thers is

any difference at all. That is what we are mostly interested in. If we
had rend hia "‘m*"”* we wopld rwﬂba‘w’v mew the A3iffarsncs,. navaortloaless

S.CCy LSVIOITNCLESSy in

the simplest form of wording we would like to bear what differences he has
found in the whole setup. This transmountain diversicn and alsc the po-
tentjal development of agricultural land under this gravity flcw on the
Shiprock area. If we could get this kind of a report wherein you have
found the differences between the Reclamation Service when they entered intc
. - this discussion again we will know exactly what ycu are talking about
probably. The spring meeting of the Tribal Council when the Reclamation,
Service presented their arguments and their figures in connection with vh;.s
development of this project we found that it was highly technical.. A lot
of things we don’t understand about it, but we know what we want if we could
only hear the differences that you have found. a

MR. PERSON:

In connection with this question; the difference between our report and
the Bureau of Reclamation, to take a gravity area of the Shiprock Project,
there isn't a very serious difference. There is a very minor difference.
In regard to the acreage irrigated under the South Sen Juan, our findings
are in agreement with the Bureau cf Reclamation. Im regard to the San Juan
Transmountain diversion, such a diversion can be made., Additional s:udies
need to te submitted to establish the feasibility of that transmountain
diversion. I think our findings in regard to the water supply are in agree-

\ment, exactly in agreement with the Technical Coordinating Committee in re-
lgard to the water supply. I have tried now to hit on most of the points
where there might have been disagreement. 1 weonder if that answers Mr.
Gorman's question.
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HOWARD GORMAN ¢

——

Mr. Person, when you say that your figures in{acréage and the possi-
bilities of the diversion and also the storage of {thes amount of water in
the dam coincide with the figures of the Reclamation Service, how are we
going to determine where we are going to make a compromise? That is what we
wanted a survey made for. Where shall we start out, how far shall we go on
this thing? With all of your figures and everything else coinciding with
the Reclamation Service's, then it looks that there isn't anything we can
do but to fall in line with the other side.

MR..PERSONe

 There are a number of possibilities. That is, of coursey; you could
build the Shiprock gravity project and the South San Juan Project. There
is enough water out there and you could use all the water supply. You
could take it all. There is another possibility. You could have the South
San Juan-Chama diversion and we could build the Shiprock gravity project
and permit the South San Juan-Chama diversion 260,000 acre feet,

CHATRMAN ¢

You are referring to the 120,000 acre feet which this gravity flow
will touch?

MR. PERSON:

I think that decision can't be made. That is a policy decision that
this Council néeds to make. I think that is a policy question that your
engineer could not decide. What do you want to do? Dc you want to build
tne Shiprock gravity project? . There 1s going to need to be some compromi se
if we are going to build anything. Mr. Gorman, have we answered your
question? ;

CHAI RMAN:

We are more in the dark when it comes to the subject of what to do. o
What is to be decided? The program as presented to us, we more or less
understand what these people want to have us do, What we put you in this
job forwas to find out what is the most feasible thing we can do as
Navajos., -

PETER YAZZA:

What we don't understand and what we would like to know is if the fig-
ures offered by these men who are sitting in the back are different from
the figures that you have arrived at. That is what we want to know. Do we
have an advantage or don't we?

MR. PERSON:

I don't think you have a particular advantage. The figures are very
close and so close that there isn't a serious difference,
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YELLOWMAN ¢ /

When you build thij/s diversion dam, it is up above the reservation to the
Navajos' use area. In between the diversion of the Navajo's use area, there
are several white ranchers, farmers living there. What happens to the
Navajos and the white people who are in there when it comes to the use of
this water? ’

MR. PERSON:
I think they could be included in the project.

SAM GORMAN:

Last spring when we had the General Council meeting. these men here pre-
sented the proposed project. At that time they pointed out the area which
was to be subjugated and I felt at the time that it was very clear. It was
clear to me as if I had been over the area. It seems we are going over the
same ground again. The way I understand this thing, all the tributaries into
this San Juan River would be collected in the reservoir at the confluence
of these streams. That is the way I understand it so that this supply of
water will furnish the irrigation water for the hundred thousand acres or
so of land. If we don't go ahead and push this program, this project may
come to a standstill; the way we are doing. Scmeone is going to put a dam
on one of these tributaries and divert it over the mountains to the cther
side if we don't push this. Last spring I made the same statement that the
quicker we go ahead with this project; the less chance there is of anybody
taking any of it over the mountain and away frem us.

DNAATT,
:‘-:R.o Luxu.Ch °

I think that is right.
SAM GORMAN:

For these reasons I still say this project shculd btz pushed forward as
far as possible. We want the water ncw. It has been menticned that the
cost per acre to be expended is so much. What I am interested in is to get
the benefit from these irrigation waters as fast as possible. If there is
one fruit tree supported by this water and it bears fruit, it will pay for
itself. That is all I want; if it makes a living for us.

ANNA WAUNEKA:

The question I have brought up previously is how much water belongs to
us? How much of the water that is available belongs to uz? Is there a
dividing line in the center of the stream-—a one-half;, one-half proposition?
How much water can we get?

MR. PERSON:
I would refer that question to the attormeys. It is a legal question.
ANNA WAUNEKA::

We have been presented with this question of diverting scme of this water
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over the mountains somewrere else. It has caused and credted confusion in
our minds, this began when this question of diverting this water came upe.

We understand that all along. It was mentioned many years before the peopie
mentioned that it could be done. That water can be divertied over the moun-
tains to rehabilitate the Navajos. Isn't this part of the rehabilitation?

| Wouldn't this water rehabilitate the Navajos?

MR. PERSON:

Absolutely. There is no question about it. If there was sufficient
water so you could get your project and could have the transmountain diver=
sion, then there wouldn‘t be this serious argement., I think you can get the
gravity project, but if the Navajos would insist on having both projects,
there wouldn't be enough water left to have a transmountain diversion.

ANNA WAUNEKA:

I do not know of any extra water which flows into this San Juan River.
Everyone uses water, there is a definite need for that., This project at
Shiprock can be completed and they will utilize so much water, If possible
they can put a diversion or some kind of a pumping system around tc Kayenta
on the northwestern part of the reservation and they will be glad to have it.
They can be rehabilitated in that area then the water can go down into the
Parker area where a lot of our Navajcs are using this water. I do not see

| anywhere where there is an extra stream of water that can be diverted else-

| where. I am thoroughly opposed to any diversion. That is the reason Iam

' bringing this up ac this time. I am interested in mcre acreags of land.
MR, PERSON ¢

I think you could insist that you could cover 118,000 to 122,000 acres
by gravity and you could cover additional acreage, about 33,000 acres; by
pumping. The operations and maintenancs costs on thsse for pumping, I
think, would be more than the ability of the land to pay. I think if that
happered, we would still be arguing about 2 project twwc or threz years frem
now and there would be no project. Where if ycu decide to set a reasonable
gravity project, there might be a chance to gc ahead,

ANNA WAUNEKA:

I want to state again that while some of us do not live in that arez,
we want to do everything we can to get the project going. That is our main
purpose here. This gravity flow should be done immediately. Ths pumping
due to its cost might be prohibitive, but we still do not wish fo let go of
any of the water to be diverted over the mountain. The land thsat will be
under this Navajo dam would be subjugated and that is what we want so that
| we can have immediate results so the Navajos can be rehabilitated from this
source.

SAM GORMAN: .

Water is worth more than gold to me. We do not wish tc waste one drop
of water, since the need is so great. Ws will never see this water again
if it goes over the mountain. It will support scms other pecpie than us.
That is the reason I still take this position. That is my stand that the
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gravity flow project be completed and it will eventually gi into being used
by this 33,000 additional acrezges. That is my pesition-bedzuse when we give
up any of this water, however small or large. we are not gding to see it
> again and no one will get any benaiit from it whatsoever. I wish to point

out what the tribal attomey, Mr. Littell, stated here the other day. He

N)ﬁ said that the bouncdaries of the Navajc land estevlished from years back on
the west by'the Franciscan Peaks and Mi. Taylcr cn the Scuth where it is giving
us a gredt maximum on the ;and whic ' ‘

4

-t
=l

.L
He is maklng a claim on tha bc.-::lc th
that any flow of 'wai,er within these
its That is the reason I say there
it because wes need it here

WILLIS C. MARTIN:

This subject has been under discussion
interested and had ideas cn e

-
the subject; this is the first time that it

has been presented to the Navaje Tribes. That is why we are having to debate

' on this subject. Since this program has bsan pressnied to the Navajos, we
have to take active part in the discussicns as to what Lo do with this water,
If it was left up toc the white people to thrash thiz thing cat, they will do
it in their own way and we will never have a voize in 3t whatsoever. FPFecause
we have a voice in what to do with this watsr, I do not agrse with .bLS
opinion tiiat we ahou.d deny the acdvancemsns of this project nok to ailow
.somebody else to use some of the watsr. Bscausz we did not agres as to the
figures we hired Mr, Purscn to make a survey for us to investigate the possi-
bilities and to tell us just about what is ihe most feasiblse., 3Since the
last Tribal Council Meeting when this subje:t was presented by the Raclama-
tion Service and the Indian Servics and we d=zided to hire an investigator
(for the Tribe, I was of ths same ¢pinZen as Mr. Howard Gorman. We had hoped

-3 .

T
|that the acreage to be recovered would bs ater, that there must bz some
way to work out the larger acreags, but now it does nc m that that is :
'possible. We did not get any more help under our inve: n than what /4
has. alreedy been proposed, so it ss=ms >ike we are goi i

lire with the investigations mads by these cther servi lieve we
. should have the figures as to the findings and the differences which wers
made by these Sew: es. If we could get thoss figures we will urdesrstand
more as to what we want to dc. Ncw this dam and the diversion by the same
token that uaS pean Hlo.d"‘ Dhat some -f t‘l ese areas, +tributaries into this

9

-]

e of water VLLang off from

~ outside the reservation intc the res ar'Jat:.uno Ve cannot restrict ourselves

( in getting these projects started by saying that we do not wish other peopie’
to have water divertad to their lzndss

nto

For thet same reaascn I
i T

(=)

CHATRMAN:

I told the Council to ask Mr. Perscn any questions the ey wished., It
looks like they want to settle ths guestion withcut he ring from him. We
haw

want to hear frcm the other -parties alss, They e scmething to tell us.

WILLIS C. MARTIN:

Dces that mean that thess Servicss that gave thair idesas on this pro
will have to go over the same thing again?
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SAM GORMAN ¢

. I would like to ask the attorney to explain the laws as to the use of
these streams. What determines who can usz thess waters?

CHATRMAN:

Any question as to the legal questions pertaining to the watery; I think
that comes later. We have the lawyers here too. I would like to hear these
other people on the project and the diversicn., There is a lct we haven't
heard. I think we should hear the other parties too., I think ws are going
to ask questions of all the Services.

ROGER DAVIS:

Here is the thing, I think we got ahead of ourselves. Howard Gorman
- started out pretty good, what is the difference betwesn gravity flow and
3 pumping. He said there was very little difference in the gravity flow and
the pumping flow as compared to the other figures. That is what we wanted to
find out. The Chairman asked us if there were any more questions of Mr. @
Person, instead of that we got into a discussion and debatz and got ahead
of ourselves,

CHATRMAN:
- Do you recommend this 121,000 acres? Do you reccmmend that ws give the
o8 other party the acre feet over to the transmountain diversion? Would you
5 recommend the 122,000 acre feet?
MR, PRRSON:
I think you should have a gravity project.

CHAIRMAN:

Does that take care of the water available? ‘

MR. PERSON:

I would recommend that the Shiprock project be built as a gravity pro-
: Ject. That wculd be from 118,000 to 120,000 acre feet. In order tc build -
2 that project; you would have to give up scme water. R

CHATRMAN s

In other words, we would have to give up somes water?

MR. PERSON:

Yes.
CHAIRMAN:

As the two speakers say, if we are going to use all the water of the
river, in that case we will never have a project. On the other hand if ws

recommended it to the Congress, I donit think that Congress would give cut the
money. Right there is a question.
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ROGER DAVIS:
The expense is greater than the value of the land.
JUSTIN SHIRLEY:

I want to ask again on one possibility hich we requested Mr. Person to
look into. That was, is there a place above this Navajc dam where there can
be another diversion for the higher levels so that more acreage can be
covered under gravity flow? After the diversion, can you build a canal
higher than what has been presented already and has been recommended under
this proposed project. Is there a higher line that could be put in?

MR. PERSON:

I think it could be raised. But I think the location prcposed is the
most economical locaticne

CHEE D. BENALLY:

Last spring we were told exactly where this canal will run after the
diversion. The question at that time was whether or not the drop in this
flow the lands where it will be used is too great. It appeared at that
time and I stated so that the land which has bsen laid out under this pro-
ject were lands which were not very fertile. There wers additional lands
of good grade which should have been included in the acreages to b2 supplied.

"I happen to be from that same area where this canal will run., I know the la
¥

of the land very well, That is why I say there should have been additional
lands included and supplied by this canal, That was the question when it
was proposed that we hire Mre Pesson Yo loon Zibu tnis Lol use 1 stlal be=
lieve that if they run this canal at a higher lewvel we could get ocut from
this additional good farming lands.

MR. PERSON:

The location of the canal has been raised frem the original locati
That is why there is increased acreage. I think you had 114,00C in the
earlier report and it is now increased to 120,000 because of the raise of the
canal,

CHEE D. BENALLY:

I was not aware that there was this much work done. That is the reason
I asked my question. Outside the reservationy; I understand thers is a pro-
ject proposed below Huerfano. In that territory it is checkerboarded like
chicken wire., How will we determine there who has the rights and who will
benefit the most when this project is put underway for that territory?

MR. PERSON: -

Is that a project outside the reservation? I haven't locked into any
irrigation lands outside the reservation.

CHEE D. BENALLY:

I understand now since the Chairman explained it that when water is di-
verted into this checkerboarded area that the people who own lands would all
benefit, whether Navajor or non-Navajos.
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MR. PERSON:
I think that would be true, yes.
CHEE D. EENALLY:

A With this understanding, then I believe we -should go ahead with this di-
3 version into the Navajo country so that we can get immediate use from this
i water. This diversion over the mountain can wait until we see if there is
. actually enough water for the acreage that has been presented by the survey.

BILLY BECENTI:

:: I believe everyone has asked all the questions of Mr. Person and we are
3 satisfied for the immediate time on that basis, and I believe we should give
these men who are waiting on the platform an opportunity to tell us what

their opinions are in regard to this water.

CHATRMAN¢

200 ghe g T, & ¢ A
giid Sl St B aris

We will have a ten-minute recess and we will call on them later. : 0

(Recess)

WK NG AT R
yj"i by

CHATRMAN ¢

: I think we can go on with the business now. I will now call on Mr. Riter
. Tor his statement. He is from Denver, Colorado.

MR, RITHR:

. Mr. Chairman, Members of the Tribal Council, Ladies and Centlemen. At

the May meeting of the Tribal Council, I was permitted to give to you a re-

port of the activities of the Technical Coordinating Committee, which was or-
ganized at the request of the Secretary of the Interior., You will recall

i that this Committee was organized to study projects for the use of the waters

j of the San Juan River in New Mexico. The Committee has continued its activities
since the May meeting. Laste in May we rode over the lands to be irrigated on
the Shiprock Project. I was greatly impressed by the need for irrigation in
that area. To assist in determining the size of the Shiprock Project, we

made sutdies of the costs of different sizes.of projects. You will recall

that at the May meeting of the Tribal Council,; we presented infeormation on a

3 project of 111,000 acres., Since that time we have studied a 'project of 100,000
. | acres. We have also studied a pr ject of 122,000 acres. Our studies show

2 ' that the cost of a project of 100,000 acres would be about 1,060 to $1,100
per acre. Our studies shew that the next 14,000 gcres will cost tetweern $900
and $1,500 per acre. Our studies show alsc that the 8,000 acres atove the
preject of 1,000 acres will cost about $1,800 per acre. Mr. Person told you
that 122,000 acres represents about the largest gravity project that can be
available. We agree that that is true, but we alsc realize that the cost will
increase as the acreage is increased. We wish to bring to the Tribal Ccuncil
the information on costs so that you can consider these factors when you de-
cide how large of a project ycu wish to recommend to Congress,
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e Since the May meeting of the Tribal Council, we also made some more

G studies for the/San Juan-Chama projectl. Our studies show that more than one-
. half of the cost of this project as previously presented to you would be in-
curred in order to develcp powere. Of the cost of $225.,000.000 of a large
|project, we find that $123,000,000 represents the cost of power feutures.
|For the smaller project we find that of a total cost of $198,000.000,
I35121,000,000 represents the cost of power features. So that if we subtract
the power costs the remaining costs cf the proj tc store and divert the
|waters would be frem $77,000,000 tc $102,000,000 depending on the size of the
lproject that is built., These costs represent the ccst of the reservoirs, the
tunnels and the canals necessary to bring the water into the Chama and to
build a reservoir in the Chama. In addition to these costs, there will need
to be added the cost of a pipelinz or reservcirs or canals to put the water
to use. We have not determined how much that is going to cost at the present
moment.
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Studies have been continued and are under way at the present time to
determine where and how much the water will be used in the Rio Grande Basin.
While the studies have nct been ccmpleted, we have found that there are de-
mands for water in the Rio Grande Basin which are grecter than any size of a
project which we have studies so far., That completed the work that tre
Technical Coordinating Committee has performed; however, the Secretary of

1the Interior has recsived & report on the Coloradc River storage project
'which was explained to you by Mr. Cahcon. You will recall that this project
provides power revenues to assist the payment of projects for the use of the
waters of the Colorado River and its tributaries. While the recommendations
of the Secretary's report is that the Shiprock Project be constructed and
o that it receive aid from the power revenues of the Coleoradec River project,
4 however; the report does not define the size cf the Shipreck Project. It
doco nob oay how oig it should te. There are five stales wuicn are priwmarily
. - interested in the power revenues from this prcject. And in ccmmenting on the
/ report, they reminded the Secretary that the size of the Shiprcck Project is ™

not known. They alsc stated that before they couid agree to construct the \

[
[ Shiprock Project they would liks to know how big it is so they could determine
‘ the effect of that project on their own projects in their own states. Before
| f the Secretary of the Interior can move further on his report, he would iike
. '| to know row big the Shiprecck Project should be. ¢, I am very hopeful that
' a decision can be made and I wish to help if I can in heliping you to make
that decision.

I thank you for the opportunity of appearing before this Council Meeting
and reporting to you the work the Technical Coordinating Committee has done
since your May Meeting. :
CHATRMAN:

Are there any more questions?

E ADOLPH MALONEY: | :

Name the five states interested.

MR. RITER:

I said there were five states that were interested, there are really seven.
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Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming., Cal%fornla and Nevada are
also interested so there are really seven interested. Five are directly
interested and two indirectly.

CHATRMAN s

What would it cost per acre foot to take the water over the mcuntain?
MR. RITER:

We find this, that it will cost $77,000,000 to store and divert between
150,000 and 178,000 acre feet. I will have to figure that out per acre foot. '
That would be about $50C per acre foot.

HOWARD GORMAN ¢
Have you after you made the survey of the Shiprock Preject, have you at \

any time revealed your findings to these fellcws down in the Rio Grande
Valley? Have you already done that?

MR. RITER:

No, sir. This is the first time cur report has been made available to
anybody. You understand that Mr. Mutz is on the Committee., He is the engi-
neer that is studying the transmountain diversion,

HO®ARD GORMAN:

This 122,000 acres to be irrigated by gravity

flow from in the Shiproc
area, if {his informabicn was roveaicd to the fig Jranda-peopac VLS provauly

would maybe object to it. But ws are glad to get the information that ws

have received here today. It gives us a little more chance to thirk about it

and I think some kind of a corpromise can be reached nndoubtedly. A-ter vou

have decided all that then comes the question of power. The five states being
interested in power directly and two states, California and Nevada indirectly.

We know they are talking tc us now as to what decision we shculd make. They

are suggesting the decision that we shculd make. And after we have threshed ‘
out everything we appreciate, Mr. Riter, thut you have stated that you want

to help us with it. We appreciate that. I think now we are talking "turkey"

and it will lead to scme better understanding. At the begirning we thought | Y
that everybody was trying to get our water and take it away Irom us,. B
CHAIRMAN:

According to my opinion we know the figures and the costs per acra., But o

the question is whether or not we can get the money. Since we are the only

cnes that have the figures ncw, I think this project is coming around in cur
favor. The breakdown.on per acre foot has now been analyzed and we are get-

ting a clear picture of the cost. The other side of the transmountain diver—
sion, they seem to be obscured, but we don't know how much per acre foot it

will cost to develop an acre. At this moment we are rather in the dark as to P
what we should say about the transmountain diversion. “
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MR. RITER: 1 i
I would suggest that the Navajos. turn their interests to the Shiprock
2 project. Fred Wilson and Mr. Mutz are in ths audience and they will look

after the transmountain diversion. Th2 Tribal Council is interested in the
development of ali the water in the area zand they can use in New Mexico. _I_
Iwould like to say this water is to usej; unused water does nct dc anybody
|any good. I would siggest that the Navajo Council size up ths situation and
‘decide in your own minds what you want and what you think you can sell to
the Congress and get favorable action on, considering ail of the facts
involved. ;

HOWARD GORMAN:

I would like to ask Mr. Littell to say a few words on this. He has been
following pretty closely on this matter.

MR. LITTELL:

‘ Yes, I agree with Howard Gorman that we are down tc the point of talking
turkey, but I think that the turkey is a little bit raw yet. As ths Chairman
stated we now know the very last detail about the cost of any project which
would be designed to serve the Navajcs, but we do not know the equivalent
information on their proposed diversion project. .In other words, they have
looked at every tooth in the mouth of the horse you propass to trade, but
they won't let us see the teeth of the horse they propose to trade.

I don't mean to be contentious about this, bub I say it is absolutely
fundamental that they justify the Chama project befors we even begin to talk
about iv. They haven't even begun totalk about it. The figures that Mr.
Riter gave you were available day before yesterday; we reviewed them at a
meeting.” He estimates $225,000,000 cost for one diversion and $198,000,000
for another, but he also admits that they have not figured their ditches
and irrigation and according to the statement thsy have not figured distribu-
tion to industrial or municipal areas,

. Let's get back to fundamentals and see what your position is. Let's see

what your legal position is. Your bare, naked legal position entitled you

| to the prior rights as users of this water to the fullest extent clearly of
what can be fixed by gravity flow. That is my opinion and that is the opinion

| of Mr. Humpherys who is one of the leading water rights attorneys in the

k West and he is the attorney for the Department of ths Interior. .Mayte it

| also entitled you toc what you can get by pumping. There is no pumping on

| other Indian reservations. But the law on this last point is not, I must

| say, wrolly clear. Your engineering advisers, Mr. Person and Mr. Keesee,

| agree that by the first method you can get 118,000 to 122,00C acres fixed on
the Navajo reservation by gravity flow,-—the 122,000 if the canal is raised
by about 20 feet which we were talking about, a higher level. If you insisted
on pumping 100 to 150 feet 1lift, you raise the acreage to 155,000 according
to Mr. Keesee and Mr. Person. Then under the pumping of this South San Juan

N & project included; you would pick up another 20,000 acres on the reservation,
L making it about 175,000 acres. This diversion could serve ably and fully your
P Navajo Reservation project and the South San Juan project, and absorb all

the water that is in it without going across the divide.
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As it has been pointed out here the cost of pumping so high that you would HoL e
have little chance of getting such a project through Congress to include the c;,fv‘
pumping. Witnout agreeing that 122,000 acres on the reservation by gravity -
flow might possibly be considered by the Tribal Council., the question is
squarely posted as between the South San Juan and the San Juen-Chama project
as to which one would lay legitimate claim to any surplus waters abova that,
disregarding smaller users for the purpose of this discussion, becauss there
are some of them; tooy I understand the issue was sguarely posed betwesn
those two projects and of the two of them, the South San Juan project has made
a very clear and a convincing case, :

Those in favor of the San Juan=Chama have not yet completed their case,
They started out with several possibilities, diversion figures ranging fram
300,000 acre feet to 150,000 feet, but we know by our engineer and by your

engineer; Mr. Keesee, that they can't exceed 250,000 acre fe2i at the best
according to engineering difficulties, they could not get more than £50,000
acre feet.

Why am I being so particular about these details? It is very clear that
they must be committed clearly and unequivocably as to what +bpy intend to take e
of this water and how much they propose to claim before there is any chance
of reconciliation with this project. When you know those facts, you can {
then determine whether you have to make any compromise or not and how deep
it is and how much protection ycu should have in making that compromise. I
know of two Indian tribes in California who made agrsements like this for Wl
their water r1gh+s-=not exactly like this, but agre cements to divert water

' and the needs of the white men grew and grew until this year the Indian farmers!®

fields are dry and they were advised by the Bureau of Irndian Affairs not %o
plant their crops. I don't think that san hanpen here  but wa are onins -
see that it does not happen here. In the Wbshlngton confersnce on this same
subject; Mr. Grey Valentine, Mr. Gorman and Mr. Ahkeah will remsmber that we
got the decision in the record, that there would be no new irrigabls lands

if the San Juan-Chama project went in. We got that 2imitation at least into
the Secretary's transcript of record. I think that this discussion has beesn
very helpful and very educaticnal, but there is nothing tc ccmmit yourselves
on and I advise you not to commit yourselves on anything until we have all the ‘
information before us. You are in more of a hurry than they ars. You want
this water desperately and now. It could be one of the biggest factors here
in the rehabilitation of the Navajos. You may well wish to ¢ cmpromise for
the sake of getting the political support of getting this through Con 1gress,
but you certainly don’t have the ?1gures on the San Juan-Chama project. I
am sure that we are very grateful for the people who have visited us here,
but I still say we will have to wait a little longer until the picturs is
complete. When the Navajos have all the facts, I have found tham able to |
meke decisions in a clearcut and decisive manner. -3

CHATRMAN:

Since we den't have all the facts in this matter, unless scmsone on the
Council wishes to ask any more questions, I think we should go on with the
Agenda.

HCWARD GORMAN:

I would like to ask the Chair to let Mr. Humgherys speak, and ses what
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he may be able to give us in the way of valuable infermation since he is the
"water lawyer® in the wesuery‘p;rt ¢f the United States. We have very high
regard for his opinions so ws would like tc have him say 3 few words. We
could see the cther side. We will let thoszz facts come out later on.

MR. HUMPHERYS:

So far as the statement of Mr. Littell is concermad. I think that in the |
{ past I have said that the maximum r;gdfs of the Navajos to ths use of the §
waters of the San Juan river might bs requested to irrigats the diversion
prcject. The mere fact that one has the naked; legal richt ‘o something. as
I tried to point out in Washington, does nct mean that he will be successiul
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in obtaining that right one hundred per cent. Ther
not always establish a maximum or naxedg legal ri
the water or any other legai right. They are =si soretimes on the
basis of human factors, sociological problems, politi: probisms and numerous
other factors which enter intc the whole picturs, thus making a great many |
factors pulling one way and another and the clerks have to maximize those be-
fore they announce their decision. |
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I may add one additional thing. Let me put it this way, I think that
fundamestally, there is no serious difference of view as to t the naked,
legal right to the use of the waters of thzs San Juan is, as betwesen Mr. Littell
and I and others who may express visws from tims *to times about the legal |
right. Scmetimes one uses highly technieal expre ze a given [
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viewpointy; which for the moment hs wishes tc express, The exprsssion "naked, |
legal right® is, I think, such a methid of argument and discussicn among {
y : = ie s 4 . o
lawyers. I think Mr, Litiell used it in that sense, and I think that I
& o |

understand why he AiA. T 4hink thers fz ns dfos—maomend Javoiond

,,,,,, thisees A mp oposnarment, = SRR SREESERLETE (
hin at all to say'that hs was not advising you to exert that right. He was
telling you what to guard ycursslves against and b»u.or-a you back away from
some offer or some method whereby water might b2 eventually Zcst, you ax the
other parties to give you the information on which ycu cculd make a2 decision
as to a compromise or as tw whether you shculd piac2 your points on an equit-

able basis or even if ycu might so desire or be advisad on this naked, legal

right, the highest possible technical ground on which it zould bs placsd.
2 £

CEATRMAN::

Would the gentleman from Farmington, Mr. Coury, like tc make a statement
at this time?

MR. COURY:

This goes without sayi.g that I am giad te ke here today. I attended your
meeting in May and it is with great delight I realize that the big problems
confronted by the Tribal Ccuncil are being met so intelligently, and it is my
hope and desire that soms solution to this pro blem can be rea
m— .

i

W2 at Farmington fee
be cf such size as may b
cal Coordinating Commit~%
that in addition to the

1 that the magnitude of the Shiprock Project should
e destermined by the Tribal Councii with ths Tecni--
se’s findings made tw cur disposa: and ws also feel
Shiprock Project that ths Scuth San Juan Project, which
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-any other rights of any other user in the State of N

borders the Shiprock P“oaect to the east, should be a zriteria in the amsunt
of new land that is to be placed under irrigation in the San Juan Basin,

We also feel that the Shiprosk Froject and +ha 3o

Hammond Project should be considersd as one unit 2nd wasn the magnitude of
these projects is ultimately decided their nseds should b2 taken care of first.
And if there is any surplus water left, then tha 'watar 2an bz discussed for
the transmountain diversion project. We are 3 5z
pecple are for the imrediste construction of .Lhe Navajo i
told that the construction cannot begin until it is authorized b
and Congress may not act on the report until it is approv

Under this premise, we feel that the Tribal Council shoul
and broad ccnsideration in letting the Seﬂretdrv know thei
Shiprock Project.

uth S » Juan Preject and the
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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Tribal Counci 1, again Iwish to thank ycu for
the time you have given to me and you can depuh on us in Farmington for all
cooperation. Thank you.

CHATRMAN: ° ‘

Judge; Wilson, do you have something to say?

JUDGE WILSON:

I feel that it would be an imposition on you for tine, But
in coming before you, upon the invitation of vour Pressidant, o) at I do
net com= as an enemy seeking to steal yeour water or to deo anything detrimental
to the Navajo Trite. I say that, Mr. Gormen, cn accouni of your statement.

While it i= frue that T have representsd the @ada ~f WMo Maovina fam n veebas
of years in reference tc water matters pertaining to the Cclorade h;ve_s vhich |
includes the San Juan and its tributaries, nsver during that time have I feolt |
in any way that I was acting in any capacity that would intarfere in any way
with the rights of ths Indians to the uss of this WaLe-o You have heard it
mentioned that a compact was negotiated with Coloradoc wam;ug“ Utah, and
Arizona and us in Teference to use of the San Juan szeru It has been said
that the Navajc Council and the Navajc pecyln were not consulted at all times \ ‘
during those negotiations and they had ro voice in the detzrmiration that was
made by the terms of that compact. It may be true that you were not taken
into the confidence of the psopls as you should heve been and I fesl now per=
haps that that is true. However, your enginears, your representatives, weare
ali participants in those neethgb and the figures were used and facts were
considered which we thought and which I now believe your rights as well as

ew Mexico., At the risk of
taking toc much time, I would like to tell ycu br ef y why that compact was
necessary and why it is important to us as well as everybody in the Stzte of
New Mexico,

(1) LD \n

Back in 1946, the Bureau of Reclamaticn mads 3 study which tocok them yezars
to formulate, of the waters of the Colcradc River s including the San Juan and
its tributaries, that could be used in the uppsr s at“s and the five upper
states of the Colorado River Basin. Ths Secretary notified all these states
that unless the states of the Upper Basin a-_Jva+°d tne water among them that
there could be no project built in New Mexizo, Coloradc, Arizona. Utah and
Wyoming, and until we made that allocation we could maks no further use of
the waters, because we can't use them without ths ! blg projects whiczh the
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government constructed. As mgny 4f you know, New Mexice,

cannot use any of that water uynieds it comes frem the S: r and its

tributaries the main stream of thd Coloradc River runmin wnsto So the gues-

tion was how much of the San Juan River watsr could New Lox‘:: persuads Colo

inclu i g you

* rado to let come across the line £c¢ that it zould be used <n the Statz of
New Mexico. As a3 result of that compact, Colcraic solsmnly agresd that thsy
would let come intc the State of New Mewice iwo-thirds approxima tely of ths
entire water supply of the San Juan River and its tributaries. And that is
where this 800,000 acre feei of water came from. That is ths amount Colorado
agreed to turn to New Mexico feor use in New Mexino, And had it not bean for
thaet the only water New Mexico could claim was the walsr that normally runs
down the stream and you cculd not use much of that unless hig projects or

reservoirs were conatru ed.

So, now we ccme down to the problem which you gentlemen ars z2iled upon
to consider: how is that 800,000 acre feet of water ic b= usad insides the
boundary of the Statp oI NnW'Mex:co¢ I sm not going to argue with Mr. Litiell
or Mr. Humpherys as to what your legal rights are 25 to the use of this
watero I am going to assume, for the saks of an argument, that you have the

aN T
right to use all of if if you can. You could go to Uncle Sam ard say. buil
thls big Navajo reserveir here and we want this to bs on our lands. You will
find Congress asking you what kind of land are you going to put it on, hew
much per acre will it cost, and there is a 1limit beyeond which Uncle Sam will
not go. And that is the limit, which you must dstermine Your engineers,

o
and by that I mean the Indian Service Engineer and Mr., P:rson whom you sm-
|[ployed, all of them tell you that you can irrigate from 100,000 to 122,500
acres of land by gravity and that when you try tc irrigsts more than that,

the cost will be so high that they are afraid Ccngress may not put up ths
money for you to build any mors projects. If that is trus, should vou step
With & oravity pradect am ehanid sav dwe o sae Socoenos 4 orizte mones
$15,000 to ¢18 000 to go into a pvmpﬂng prcje ct? That is the question you are
confronted with. It is a question of policy. But it ssems to be the cpinion
of the engineers that you might bs wiss to confins yoursslves to ths number

of acres that can be irrigated by gravity and out cf that number c¢f aczres be
sure that you will be able to make a living on it. That i3 the way tC prepars

the size of the project that you should ask Cengress money for

There are just two more points and I am througho First, I wan% tc 23k you

if you think it would be fair to you or tc me for the Us _tcd Stztes Governrent

to constiruct a project at the cost of in exc2ss of one miiliecn dollars and out

you there on it and say, you make a living on it to help pay back soms part

of constructing it. Would it be f i to you, the Navajos, tc be put on land,
|no matter how much water there is, if you can’t work it and maks a living for
[|your family and make a2 profit on it I think I would be unwiliing to go on ‘
'some iands I know of. Can you go ther with your families and made a living

off of it? And also pay thes operaticn and mainternsnzes cha ? Iden‘t

s char
think I could go in there and make a living. That is 2 gues
have to consider,

The cther peint is that when you go to Congrass for money to buildg on’t
\discount the figure of 100,000 acres of land or 70,000 2cres cr 50,000 acr
of land. None of those *1gur g are small when you go to request-ng prcdectso
And if you should get Convre5° to appropriate monsy te furnish water for
100,000 acres of land, ycu would havs the bi ggest Vederal irrigation project
in the State of New Msxico. To suppert what I just saig - you taks the Middle
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Rio Grande Project below Albuquerque from Soccrro to Ezpancla, we have never
irrigated in that project in excess of 70,000 or 80,000 acres of land in ope
year. So far as I know they don't want to in-reasec it. Take the Elephant
Butte area of which you are hearing so much about now. There. is 70,000 or
close to 80,000, the most they have ever irrigated in one year. That s a3
very important project in that comrunity. 25,000 acres in the southeasters
part of the state is all they want to irrigate. It is of great value to the
community and to the State of New Mexico. I thank yous Mr, Sam Ahkeah, for
giving me this opportunity and in closing I wan% to Just zay one more wWord--
that I was impressed by the intelligent questions that wers asked by mesmbers
of the Council today., I think you ars on the right track and I think vou ars
going to bes guided by your own good judgement and that you are coming to a
fair conclusion which will be for your benefit; as wsll as the State of New
Mexico.

CHAIRMAN : » |

I am soxry that I canft call on any mors cf the gentlemen who are interested
in the San Juan River. It is getting late and the Counsil will recess until
9300 in the morning,.

(Council recessed 5:30 P.M., Aug. 22, 1951.)

August 23, 1951 - 9:00 AN,

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Sam Ahkeah. Rl Cail was
answered by 65 Delegates,:

(Consolidated Sahanl Gi+a)

CHAIRMAN:

We have a quorum of the Council Members sc the Council Meeting will b=
in order. We have a lct of items on the Agenda to be actsd on by the Tribal
Council. I think as we go along the items that get intc toc many long argu-
ments we can always refer them back to the committses and they can thrash
them out ard make their report back to thes Council at its next meeting,

There are two small items here that I would like to have taken ug be
we go on with Item No. 6 on the Agenda. One has to do with the regues’t
land site for the consclidation of schocls at Ft. Defiancz, Sawmill, a
Rock, the sams as the Governor of Arizona spcke of yesterday. I think Peter
Yazza is very familiar with this request for a school site and he will 2x
plain it to the Council.

0

PETER YAZZA:

Mr. Chairman, Superintendent, Members of ths Navajo Tribal Council. The
school site situation that was mentioned yesterday morning by Gevernor Fyle,
it was thoroughly investigated within the area c¢f Wirdew Recck, Fert Defiance
and Sewmill because the three localities are combined into one school district.
Therefore, a school site had to come into consideration, Sc there were four
sites investigated; but three of the sites did not meet with the approval cf
the rules and regulations of the State of Arizona school regulations. But ws
cam® to this one particular site which was very satisfactory,
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