friday mornine, January llth, 1955:

what I had previously said here when it was first stated we

sh~uld give the privilege of signine contracts to s-meone besides
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, I opposed it, but, nevertheless,
it was dcne and that was the reascn for this so=called mess, I
think the Chairman should have left a note saying: "to be held
until further notice" and if he had, this would not have happened.
As a result of what has happened, we will lose a great deal of ore
and that is lost to the Tribe, My thoucht is then why not let

us take that stand right now and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
should understand that no one else should sign a document except
in ar emergency, I make a Motion to approve this Resolution as
read,

Norman Littell:

e thought that Resoclution had been distributed,
Apclovies from all of us, e find that this has not been dis-
tributed,

Justin Shirley:

Since this has already been explained and it is quite
self-explanatory, which way it is read we all understand the
Res 'lution, the purpose for which it is intended and, with that
in mind, I would like to sedond the Xoticn mxde here ,

The Chairmar.:

The Yotion is made by Paul Begay, seconded by Justin
Shirley that the Council confirm this Resclution of the Advisory
Committec here as read and all those whe wish to go along with
the Motion just made and seccnded 'n the idvisory Committee Resclu-
tion - that it be confirmed - may stand,

70 Council members st~od.
The Chairman:

Any opposed?

Noene opposed,
N.rman Littell:

There are two B s-luticns prepared .or the purpcse of
giving scme backgrund and suppnrt_pqnghg_gggi;ignrqgﬂgggwgpgg:
Tolorado River Project and the Navajo Dam ! -oject, I will not
try to explain them now because it is five . inutes before lunch,
Yon might use these five.minutes to et star ed anyway. I will
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read this one - Colorado River Storage Froject and Participating

Proc jectss
"THEREAS s

1, Legislation has been introduced in the 8Lth Congress ;
of the United States to authorize the Secretary of the Interior ]
to construct, operate and maintain the Cclorado River Storage ’
Pro ject and Participating Frc jects, and such legislation ine’ ‘
cludes the Navajo project for the irrizaticn of lands of the i
Navajo people in New Mexico.

2, The United States, in establishing the Navajo Reser-
vation in,its treaty with the Navaje Tribe in 1868, offered in
said treaty to grant 160 acres of agricultural land for every g
head of a family and 80 acres for single Navajos to establish j
Navajo families on farm lands, notwithstanding that there was i
not then, and have ncver been at any time since 1868, sufficient {
cultivatable lands t» comply in 2 measurable degree with said i
treaty.

3. Because »f the adverse o nditions and the absence of
watcr which prevents the raising of cultivated crops and settle-
ment on farm lands, the Gévernment on~rwre~af ‘he_Navajo people
to build up larje flocks and rely alm-st wholly up~n the raising _
~f sheep and livest ck by grazing n the oper. range, and such ; ;
rrazing, together with successive drourhts , greatly reduced ‘
the natural f-rarte thercby 2dversely affceting the production
~f 1ivest-ck and Aepressing the c.nditirn ~f cur pecple to a
degree which lead t- nati nal ¢ ncern and caused Coniress tc
pass the Naovaj =i pil Rehabilitaticn ‘ct of 1950,

L, In limited agricultural areas in the Navajo Reservation
along the San Juin river, such Wave jo familics as could cultivate
lands, have proved that Navajes are successful farmers and that
if irrigaticn watcr is supplied to the lands in the Navajo
Project as proposed in the feregine lepislaticn, cne-fifth of
our Navajo populoti n ¢ uld be scttle? .n self-sustaining ‘
Trripated farm areas where their cornings would be c mparable 1
t- those of cur white neighbors <n irrirated lands. ’

N0 THERTORE BE IT RESOLVED Til.T3

1o The davajs Trikal Counecil, °n cehalf of the Navajo ;
Tri“e, hereby respectfully pztitiins the C niress of the United !
States to adopt the pr pos-d lerislaticn authorizing the con=-
structior - " the fo1-rads River Project and Participating Pro-
jects including the Navaje Project, thereby implementing and
aiding i.. a vital snd ¢ffcctive manner the established policy
of Conpress = . rtu in the Navajo=Hopi Rehabilitation Act of

1950,
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@, The Council, on behalf of the Navajo peovple, respect-'

fully susgests tc Congress that the passage of said Act
is the only possible method of fulfilling to a large
extent at this late date the aforesaid commitment in the
Treaty of 1868 (which is still the law of the 1and) by
making aveilable a substantial amcunt of farm lands on
the Navajo Reservation.

30

The Chairmant

“'e will now recess until 1:30.

(“hereupon, at 12:05 pems the Council recessed until
1¢30 p.m. of the same day.)




Friday afternoon, January 1lhth, 1955:

The Chairman:

Paul, will you please call the roll?

Paul Jones:

" Called the roll, 70 Council members present,

.

The Chairman:

There being « quorum of the Council members present, the
Council meeting will now ~ome to order,

Panl, will you please interpret the reading of the Resolu-
tion read to you in English before lunch?

(Paul Jones then interpreted the Resolution entitled
Colorado River Storage Project and Participating Projects in the
Navajo tongue,)

Edward Manson:

Mr, Chairman: I would like to ask a question at this 5
time of the Tribal Council - whether or not they are again going to
meet some time soon - recess now and continue later on? The -
reason I ask is that we encounter all kinds of hardship woing and
coming from here, not having time enouzh in which to go back home
- and come back here again, It ishlways not possible to do so, If
this mreting is going to continue next week, we will have to dispense
with going back home and we will have to stay here, What is the
actual plan nn that? - It was rumored that this would be continued

and there were also rumors that it will not be continued., What is
the set-up on that?

The Chairman:

In connection with your qﬁésﬁion, there are two problems
that need to be locked into and we would like to have these two
problems solved before the present Council. adjourns,

First of all, you werc presented a Rasolution last June
on the trader problem, ~ We found out that that\has not been approved
and until it is rcccived, we do not know what the statuq will be.
The same is true of the grizing regulations, It was ‘Qur hope that
some definite commitment could be received from the Covernment during
this session, but sc far we have not received any, In any event, if
we should get these twe from the Government before the 2Lth, “you will
be notified of the impending discussion of these two subjects, How=
cver, if no notification reaches you, you will understand there will
be no further meeting of the General Council,
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Norman Littell:

On the subject of the traders, I had a long distance
telephone conversation with Bart Oreenwood yesterday. They are
approving both Resolutions, but felt that there is a possible in-
definitenes® in the arrangement if the latter Resolution were ever
invoked, leaving part of the June 3rd Resolution still applicable,
so they have asked us to combine those two Resolutions, which is
purely a formal matter, and I can do it if you hold another Council
peeting, but 1 could not possibly do it during this Council meeting.

Paul Begayt

Mr, Chairman: I want to ask a question - that the last
part of the last sentence in the Resolution on the Colorado River
Storage Project and Participating Pro,:cts - the No, 1 paragraph,
where it says "for the irrigation of lands of the Navajo people in
New Mexico." be stricken, my thought being that only Navajos in the
State of New Mexico would be employ=d, We do not want to misconstrue
that and I want to have that last sentence stricken,

Norman Littell:

There i3 no harm in striking it, but that is where the
projects are,

Valter Collins:

I do not view any misunderstahding here, It is very clear,
and, with that in mind, I want to approve this Resolution as read,

Mescaléto Nelson:
I second the Motion,
The Chairman:

The Motion ismade by Walter Collins, seconded by Mescaléto

~ Nelson, that the Council approve this Resolution as read and also

that the Council go along with the Motion made and seconded on the
Resolution ard all those who wish to go along with this Motion please
stand,

69 Council members approve,
The Chairman:

Any opposed?

One Council member opposed,

R <
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Norman Littell:

Here is the second Resolution on the same subject. This
other one is entitled "Finaincing of Farm Unit Development, Shiprock
Division, Navajo Project", 1 will read it: - ;

WHEREAS :

1. In preparation of the feasibility report for the
Navajo Project, decision must be mude relative to a means for
financing the settlement of farm units, following their devel-
opment,

. 2, Most of the farm operators who settle on the irrigated
1ands of the Shiprock-San Juan Project will require eredit to
purchase farm machinery, to pro-ide fences, housing, farm
buildings, secd, fertilizer, and livestock; and to defray the
costs of bringing their land into production .

3. The Navajo Tribsl Council believes that where possible,
the financing of settlement un the farms should be done through
normal commercial credit sources, but that where this cannot be

done the financing should be accomolished through Navajo Tribal
resources, '

L, Preliminary estimates indicate that with a 20-year settle-
ment period arevolving credit fund of around $3,000,000, based on
the present priece level, would be required to finance settlement
of about 1,500 Navajo fmilies on the project,

NO" THFRFFOKE BE IT RESOLVED:

: 1, That the Navajo Tribe endorses the gencral policy of re-
lying to the fullcst extent possible on orivate credit institue
tions to furnish the credit to scttlers on the project, md of
giving all possible assistancr to scttlers in obtaining credit
from such institutions,

2, That to thc extent credit is not available from private
eredit sources, the Navajo Tribe agrces, providing funds are
available at the time of project settlement, to establish a re-
volving credit fund from Tribal funds to aid the farm operators,

3, That, in view of the fact that the time of scttlement of
the Shiprock Division of thc prooosed Havajo Project is in the
unprodictble futurc, the amount of the revolving credit fund to
be established, the size of the loans, and the terms thereof should
be determincd at the time of project construction, to be pased on
the level of priccs 1nd costs prevailing at that time,

3R
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Norman Littcll:

The purpose of this licsolution is simply to recognize
on behalf of the Tribe that the lands ~re available and that
$3,000,000, is estim2ted as a rcvolving fund to finance that develop-
ment, but that is not your threc million dollars. Do not get the
jdea that the Tribe is being asked to appropriate threc million
dpllars. You thcn in the Resolving Clause endorse the use of
private credit facilities to.these Navajos who borrow from banks
and the Government funds available in thc ordinary process of getting
resettled on these 1mds., In Paragraphs 2 and 3 you say, however,
as to the extent that Tribal funds will be available,For these credit
purposcs, the Tribe will establish a revolving credit fund to lend
to these pcople to get established but nobody ean determine the
amount of this fund now until you get the projeet in being and know
what the problem is, My opinion is that this is somethingz your
Credit Committce will certainly do and be glad to do if you get this
project established and the lands are available, This Resolution
mercly says that you will do this so that Mr, Keesee can use it
in his feasibility report which is ncaring ccmpletion,

The Chairman:

The Burcau of Indian Affairs has been busy in working out
the preparation of this feasipility report 2nd, in that connection
the fensibility report is askcd for from Washington to consider if
it is fcasible to do thesec things being talked about and what are
the actual crops rezlized from the working of that land?  TWould it
be compuravble to a good income that will be realized for people who
are steadily employed? Those arc some of the things it is our hope
will be considercd in th2t rcport that they have requested. The
interest on the prt of the Burcau has been shown to the extent they
are busy working on that feasibility report, We have not expressed
our intorest.as a Tribe or encouragement to have that accomplished
and this is going to be an instrument to that effect, namely, this
Resoluticn i1l bring about expressing our feeling about that project,
mcanin;: th-t wc state people would like to start formulating plans
even though it is in the distant futurc, to show our interest in the
project,

S+m Gorman:

With the understanding that we have with the reading of
the Resoluidon, it is quite plain and there is no que<tion there
will be 1little argument about the qucstion and I make a Motion that
wve approve the #otion as rend,

Eugene Gordy:
I sccond the Motion,
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Paul Begay:

Mr, Chairman: I feel differently about the Resolution
here. To my way of thinking, it is just another means of a Navajo
being tied dovm to conforming with a big debt he is not able to pay.
The first statement is that the regul>r commercial houses will be
called upon to furnish credit to settlers there. e have seen in
the past that many of the members of the Tribe have not been able to
repay the loans received ~nd now the talk is about having these repay-
ments, There is a danger of the commercial houses taking our belong-
ings if we do not nay jt. Tt will be just a big burden the way I
see it and the reason I am not in favor of it is because it is to
distent in the future - ycu do not know what it would be, and it is
not time to cxpress oursclves on it. If we see it with our own
eyes, the accomplishment of this project, then will be time €nough
to say something.

Grey Valentine:

I want to state this is somcthing that meets with my
approval, ' do not want to be content with the dryness of our land
without any water for irrigation purposes, This is =2n opportunity
to realize some moisturc on our land. Tt is time now to make plans
for it because, if we do not, our children will find fault with us,
saying: '"Why did not our leaders, when this was being discussed,
formulate plans vhere credit could be obtained?" I feel , for this
reason, this is somcthing we must approve of.

The Chairman:

Let me give you points on this question that you raised here
against this proposcd Nesolution. These of us who go from place to
place sece land in operaticn.  *hen you get into the real history of
that particuler land - in any case you ‘o and find out what you are
talking 2bout - that the oripginal indivilusl who startced that project
did not makc any moncy on it, He went broke on it and had to re=-

linquish that lanc to somebody ¢lse, but that is not the reason the land

was left idle., Somcbody took it over and made it worthwhile and it
has now becomc an income producing 1and, It is true there are

hardships in connection with ny type of business, and in that particu-

lar kind of bueincss I am talking sbout, The same is true with the
1ivestock enterprise. No matter how much we like to keep good bands
of sheep, necvertheless, bceause of conditions beyond our control, we
Jose somes That cncourages you to do better and take care of the
loss and replacc them and be in thot business all along., For that
reason I think we should not be discour~ged 1t this stage 2bout this,
On the other hand, thc public wants to know whether or not you are

interested in the program and we would 1ike to place before the general

public our expression of intercst and encourage anr 1eaders to do all
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they esn to help us realizc this progct. At the present time,

the only logical place irrigation would be good is around the river
itself, but this is going to be outsidc of that area. Along with

it you should consider the Covernment program that the Reservation
is coing to be put up for sale by thc Government and the money given
to the Indians themselvess Would we be willing for the Government

~to get rid of that 1and from under oursclvcs?  The more we d-.velop

this 1and, thc more it wruld be in valuc if such a time cdoes come,
with ~11 the devclopment on it, thc land that is worked, the land that
has veen producing, come in various forms, mining, oil or something
else, Naturally, if the Govermment wants to get rid of it, there

will he a good price for it and we, in turn, will get a good price

fo- i*, ‘Why should wc be satisfic. with the 1and unproductive when
there is a possibility where we can develep it into an income naking
1and?

Anna Wauneka:

Mr. Chairman »nd Mcmbers of the Council: I believe this
subject is something that is worthwhile becausec it is a2n instrument
to be considered as m~king plans for the future, sfter 2ll, that
is something worthwhile, Due to the fact there is ever-increasing
pressure on our Navajo pcople, there is no cnd to the increase as ve
see it 2t the present time and, naturally, that should be of concern
to us, Our forefathers have been concerned about it. They have
been asking atout development. I belicve it is now in sight, Ve
may not scc it, but now it 1c closer than when they lived and, for
that renson, I would like to say that is somcthing you are planning
in the futurc for our pcoples  ¥ith that in mind, I stand willing to
approvc as prescnted and the only change I recommend is that the
date of 196k as inscrted here by changed to 1955,

Paus Begay:
I would likc to ask Mr. Littell a question., In Paragronh
No. L it mcans the scttlement of nhout 1,500 Navajos on the project.
"hat is the ~verage per family?
Norm»n Littells
$1,500,00
Paul BRegay:
‘ 1 mean what is the averawc number per family?
Norman Littells
Five,
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Paul Begay:
With 75,000 Navajos, how nany could that help?
Norman Littells

7,500s This is a long time in advance and, by the time
you get up therc, if we are so fortunate as to get this project, you
can change and revise it, This is 2 declaration of intention to help
those people get settled,

Dick Beyale:

Mr, Chairman and Members of the Council: I wonder why
anyone should say anything against this propesal hece, I wonder if
you have never seen the people who live ~long the river, We have our
Navajos living along the river and the development and income from
land is something we envy of thesc pcople, Those of us who live on
dry land, we wish we could have that moisture so we could have pro=-
duction, Just as soon as this Rcsolution was read, it had my full
approval, All I am reqbesting now is that wc vote on it, The need
is there and even though vwe may not sce it ourselves, our children will
get the benefit, It would be nice for them to remember us bye. That
would bc pretty good, so why oppose it? I have been wanting to say
something about it, but this is the first opportunity I have had, 1
want to fecl that I have carned my moncy and hcre I have not said any-
thing about it and this is my contribution,

The Cha rm n:

The Motion is made by Sim Gorman and seconded by It :ne
Gordy that the Council npprove the Resolution as read and all those
who wish to go 2long with the Motion just made and seconded on this
Resolution, to approve this Resolution, may stand.

72 Council members stcod,
The Chairman:

Any opposed?

Nonc opposed,
Norman Littell:

Instead of taking "Revolvii; Credit", the Resolution we
have beecn woadting for has arrived and it pestains to mining particularly
and I will ask Laurence Davis to prcsent it, This is his first Resolu-
tion incidentiwly. Hc drafted it.

~157-



":3

Friday aftornoon, Jnuary 1lLth, 1955:

Laurcnce Davis:

Mr, Chairman and Mcmbers of thc Navajo Tribd Council:
I have becn askcd to prescnt the Resolution requesting Congress to
sgorouriatc moncy to s rvey the Navajo Rescrvation, “The outer
boundarics of this Rescrvation wwere surveyed many years 2go. " The
original area of thc Trecaty Reservation has been surveycd and boun-
darics of the xcecutive Order Rescrvztion, which include the Hopl
lands, have also becen surveyed, but it is just the outer boundarics,
They have never surveycd and run linss into the interior of thc
Navajo Roscrvation exeept to 2 very small cxtent. Recently, a few
survcys have been made near Farmington on the Rescrvation and there
were sm+1l surveys in the 0ld Treaty iteservation, some of which have
been cancclled by the Secretary of the Interior, The reason the
Navajos ~rc asking for extended surveys into the Acservation is that
under our minecral regul-~tions, we issue prospecting f-rmits, mining
oermits and mineral lcases for » definite ~ren, If the land has
nct been surveyed, how can they find the arca?  Under the present
systcm whon this Tribe issucs a mincral prospucting permit or lcase,
and there is no Government survey - the Governmen®, survey is called
1 eadastral survey - when thoire are no cadastral surveys, the mineral
lcasc or prospceting permit have to describe the area with reference
to mountains,rocks or trces =nd the possibility always is there that

“the permit will be dcseribed s the starting point of Red Rock and

then go 500 fect north and cast <nd ther they will dssue another
prospeeting prrmit that will overlap it beeause we do not know where
thc starting point of one are~ lirs in relaticn to the 2rea described
in anothrr. Conscquently, the lcascs ean be overlapping and the
mincrs ean go out and start working =nd find they have not a valid
Jcasce becnusc somchody clse had it leascd previcusly, The result
of .this is that bankcrs hesit te to lend monuy to the holders of
prospccbing ~crmits nd mincral leases on this Kescrvation bechuse |
the re is 2lways a possibility that the mineral leases may overlnp on
other miner»l lonscs ~nd the miner m-y Fve no right to go out there
and start mining,

The Bureau of Tand ¥mogement mokes these Government surveys
and they -r¢ willing to survey ~ny part of the boeservation if we will
pay for it but most of the wistern part of this country has 1lrcndy
been surveyed, not Lo the expensc of the noople who live on it, but
to the cxpense of the Government,  Thot is why we ~rc prepesing
this Hcsolution beeause why should the Hwnjo have to pay for a survey
of their Rezcrvation whon everytodv «1s. in the western part of the
country pot their survey made froe? :

Now, I will rcadsthe kesolution, which spetks for itself
pretty woll,
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Cadast:'al Surveys of the Navajo Reservation

WHEREAS ¢ :

1, The ability cf the Navajo Tribe to develop its
uranium-and other mineral resources is impaired by the lack
of cadastral surveys on its reservation, and

2 The said rescrvation comprises some 15,000,000 acres
of land in New Mexico, Arizonz and Utzh, only 10% of which
have been surveyed, 2nd

3, A large portion of the few naxisting surveys are old
and obliterated and such surveys as were made on the Navajo
Meridian in New Mexico were cancelled by the Commissioner of
the General Land Office in 1936, md

L, Some of the largest undeveloped uranium deposits in
the United States are located on the Navajo Reservation, amd
this uranium is of utmost importance to the defcnse effort of
the United States, and

5S¢ Othor valusble minerals such as coal, vanadium and
gold exist on the Navajo Rrservaticn, together with exiensive
oil and helium deposits, 'nd

&, Min:rals on the ¥ow=io P-eervation are developed,
acccerding governing lzws rd regil-tisns, under prospecting
and mindng pormits and mineral leanes, Al issued for definite
arcas, and

7. The 1ack of cadastral surveys on the Reservation makes
accurate description of the land embraced by such permits and
leases almost impossible, 2nd

8, Such ~ ~ituation lieads to ovcrl"pping permits with result-
ing diaput\.s md litigation, 2nd

9+ Thc possibility of ovu‘l'ups and conflicts of mineral
lcases and pormits on the Navajo Ruservation casts a cloud on
all titles to such leasecs and permits ~nd makes f:lnancing
difficult for the leases and permittees, md

10, All thc above circumstances, 2 ascribable directly to the
1ack of cadastral surveys, are scrious delaying and impeding
mineral devclopment of the Navajo Reservation, with great harm
to the Government's atomic cnergy program and to the Tribal
economy, and,
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11, Almost all the areas of the public—land Statces
inhabited oy white people were surveyed ycors ago at the
expense of the Federal Government,and

12, The failure of the Government to complete the Sure
vey of the Navajo Rescrvation, unintention-lly but effectually
eonstitutes a diserimination "g1inst Indian citizens, who arc
1lrendy under 2 severe handicap in competing for a living in
white civilization, and likewise constitutes a2 great obstaele to

¢ 1rying out the policy of Congress in the Nava jo Ruhabi}itation
Act, ~nd

13, The cost of completing the cadastrnl survey of
the Navajo Reservation is estimated to be between five and
six million dollars, an expenditure which would be more than
offsct by the 2dvan’ “ges to the United States Covernment ‘in

expediting the recovery of mincr-ls vitally neecded for the
national defense,

NO™ TH 7 FORF BE IT RESOLVED:

1, That the Tribnl Ch~irman is dirccted to transmit
ecpics of this Resolution to the Fresident of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Congress
of the United States as a memorial requesting the appropriation
of whatcver sum may be nceessary for the imnediate completion of
the eadastr:l survey of the Navajo Kescrvation by the Department
of thc Interior at Fedepal txpense, 2s has alrcady becn done in

almost -11 the origin-~) puhliealind rens inhahdted by white
pcople,

e a1

The Chairmop:

“hat does that men - C-dnstr-l Surveys?

Laurcnec Daviss

The publie 1md surviv « the square survey uscd on the
public 1:nds in this CCuivy.  That is 211 it means,

Mro Chaimman and Members of the Couneil: I am ‘the only
pcrsen in the room who underst-mis whot Cadistral Surveys mean,
Even MryLittcll docs not know, Thosc arc words I learncd when
I »arked in the Department of the Interior and »= da not, spr 2k
Navajo thore, but Jots of p:ople cnid we did not speak Enplish cither,
The Cadnstr~l *wrvey or square curvey is madc in the following
mannerg Firsn, the surveyor gocs sut on the ground ~nd starts
walking from the scuth, dnc north, nd cvery half mile he puts
dovm a stec) merker in the ground in comont “nd from caeh nile

- 160 -

—




Fridoy afternoon, Januzry 1lhth, 1955:

along this line going north and south, “e runs out lines going
east and west and he marks along those every mile and then he

goes north and south again cvery mile and in that way hc marks
a series of squares and a corner of e‘ch onc is marked with a

steel peg and at half-mile points the corncrs are marked with

e >cl pegs,

Amnos Singer:

Mr, Chairman: I just want to say this - that at every
s:ssion of our Council here, we hive alwnys been talking about the
land and the vd ve of our 1land and we have been very much concerned
about lard and there lhias not been a Council that has been held
here in timcs gone by but what somcthing has been discussed about
the land, With that in mind,I make a Motion that this Resolution
be adopted as read because I do not think there is any qucstion
or any argunent requircd as far as this Resolution is concerned.

Edward Manson:
I second the Motion,
Walter Collins:

Mr, Chairman: This is somcthing that I was just wishing
and hoping it would come to pass somc day and which it has done now
and I am very happy about it and so I do not really have anything
ccntrary to it only that I would like to mcntion this: That, over
where I come from, the old Executive Order line they say runs
along the current of the San Juan River, right in the middle of the
stream, That river zig-segs all along, It was that way when the
Executive Order was made and the white people on their side, they
havc always been protccting their shore of the river while, on our
side, it is being washed away,

David Clah:

Mr, Chairman and Members of the Council: Although this
may all be clear, still, I want to ask 2 qucstion on it regarding
this cadastral survey, Mr. Davis hcre cxplained to us what that
meant, He said the land is sct into blocks. Now, I would like to
be informcd to make curc that I understand it correctly, because,
if I do not, maybe those other members do not and be kind of confused
on it and they think we are gotting allotments for individuals on
the Reservation, We do not want to get that started as a rumor
on the Reservation, It has nothing to do with allotments, has it?
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Laurcnce Davig:

Along rivers'like the San Ju~n rivcr, the surveyor runs
his lines 4o the river bank and there, 2t cvery mile of the river
bank he puts dovm a marker “nd they would put that on the north
bank and moybe the river changed course but it was originally on the
North bonk thc markers werc put md, if they survey the Reservation
they will put morkers on the Snuth bank “nd then they would run lines
duc south ~n?! thcn cross thesc with lince east and west at cvery mile
and if scmzbody wanted to come cut and get a minersl lease, we could
give him Scction 10 in such ~nd such a1 Township and rmge, We eould
give the exact loc~tion of the plot and no two pcople would get the
sawe plot and if some Navnjo would have his hcuse or corral there, we
would nnt issuc =~ mineral leises ¢ would not give 2 mining permit
where ~ny ody had his housrs  This has aothing to do with allotments,
This just mc-ns n way to jdentify wherc sou body's mine or house is,
You can tnke ~ mop after this is surveycd nd say so and so's housc
is herc ~nd so ond sc's mine is herey Tt is just a way wherc you can
tell »herc cverydne's house &nd m.ne wnd-feinge it

Mosc"lefc Nelson:

“r, Chrirman ~nd Membcrs f the Couneil: I would like to
ask » quusti~n tooe ¥hen anything comes up it is always pertaining
to the Rescrvation proper, Mo never scem to be considered, those of
us who live sutside of the Reservetion, That has becn discussed nnd
the Navain Dem which 48 roine to be built up hrre along the San Juan
Piver forevheris and I wender §f that loc~tion is in the same place
where it van nrocascd in the beginning and if thot should come to pass
and the d-m ie built.and ennals ~rc token oun of that, would the
poople off the Reservatison be b nofittsd? Would they be given use
~f 4% ¢ ond cliricle to usc it? '

The Chrirmans

= Sy Jusp diw rsiocn which is comcwicre in the neighbire
e 48 i Wiy nf e iy Fiwr eoning te the 3R Jion that §s
B ing nrope oo d, they have the en~l, nd when the Cannl is built, that
will b off=R 2 rvation and 211 those who have land whether Navajo
allotm nt or white man or Spanichein rican, they will pget the use of
the woter off=Rescrvation and nntil it pots into the Navajo HReservation,
thon it is the Navajos! benefit of the water and 1 think the people of
McKinley County -re very hopeful now thot they will realize some of
the water in leKinlcy Gounty, so the m~in objeet is to gct the diver-
sion =~dc, the eanal renlizcd, nd no t¢1lin7 how wide an area it will
he uscde Thot remnins a qurstinn,

The Motion was made by mos Sinrer ~nd seconded by Edward
Vanson that the Couneil approve the Resoluticn ns read and all those
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who wish to go along with the Motion made and seconded for the
Resolution to be approved as read may stande

70 Council members stoods
The Chairmon:

Any opposcd?

None opposcd. (2 Members nbstaincd from voting.)
The Chairmont

We will take 2 ten minute recess now,
(Yhereupon, at 3:30 pPeme ? ten minute recess was taken.,)
The Chairman:
We will continue with vhe session nov,

. I think Mr, Thompson will rxplain to the Council, the
report on his progran, but hc wants to draft a Resolution to be
acted upon by the Council but that will have to wait until the next
sessione

Paul Begay:

As long os we have no Resolution on this subject, there is
no use to talk about it. Just lay it aside until the Resolution is
ready, Go on to another subject, We all know who owes money and
211 that but until we get 2 Resolution we cannot take any action on
it.

Mr, Thompson:

Mr, Chnirman and Members of the Council: I appreciate
your comments, I have 2 draft of a Rcsolution which I wowld like
to read to you and I am sorry I do not have copies to pass to all of
you but I had in mind that 2s complicated a subject as this is, you
would want to study it over and if you mcet again next month, maybe
you will be in 1 position to nct upon ite A copy of it will be mailed
to each of you,

. You were 211 furnished a report showing the status of the
loans, I would just like to summarize briefly how much progress
has bren made during the last jear, A year ago there were 331 loans
outstanding of which 271 were delinquent or 827 of them 2 year ago were
delinquent on payments, At the present time or as of the first of
January, therc rcm~ined 247 loans outstanding of which 119 were delin-
quer.t on payncnts ro that madc L8% rem~ining dclinquent on payments,
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During the past year your Loan Committcc met with a2 good many
borrowcrs which resulted in 67 of the loan agreements being modified
and 92 loans werc paid off in full, The total cellrctions from

loans made to individuals during the ye~r 1954 amounted to $57,L60,93.
During thc »rast year only ten new loans werce approved and mest of
those were cducationsl loons. We did not furaish you 2 report on

the 1lorn status of the Tribsl entcrpriscs but there remains loans
outstanding on Tribal cnterprises in thc -~mount of $650,000.00,

Ovecr six months ago we reviewcd with the Loan Committce
and the Advisory Committce curtnin sugeestions for action that needed
to bc taken before the Loan Program was veopened and one of those
suggestions was that at least 75% of the loans outstanding a year
ago should be currcnt on their repayments before you reopencd the
Loan Programs I wanted to report to you that through your help,
and particulzrly thc help of the Loan Committee, whou, for the first
time a Loan Committcc has taken an active part in collecting delinquent
loans, that we have accemplished 65% of that objective. We still
have ten percent to go which could be achieved in three more months
if we h.vc your support on it,

As T mentioned before, 1 have >repared a draft of a Resolu- :
tion which scts forth our sursestions of what zction the Council should
tike before the Loan Program is recopened, I will read the Resolution
clear through and let Mr,.Samdoval interprct it in full, i

RESCLUTION
OF THE .
NAVAJO TRIBAL COUNCIL

Navajo Feveolving Credit Prog,rmﬁ

WHEREAS ¢

1, The Navajo Rcvolving Credit Fund which was established in
1949 has becn closed for the past year except for a few
educational lo2ns and therc rcmained 247 loans outst2nding
December 31, 195L, of which 119 were delinquent on payments,

2, Difficulty in collection of delinquent loans has resulted
partly from lock of procedurecs for foreclosing mortgages
in the Nav~jo Courts, inability to cnforce the terms of
mortgages and to prevent the unauthorized sale of mortgaged
property, and lack of adequate follow-up on loans following
approval, and

3. In a number of cases, the borrowcrs are deceased or for {
other reasons the loans are uncollcctible, 1
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BE IT THMEREFORE RESOLVED THT:

1, applicctions for ncw 10ans be considered when 75% of the
331 loans outstanding January 1, 195k, arec current on re-
payments, and that, in the mc-ntinmc, only loans for educa-~
tion purposcs and those ¢mergencics where failure to m&ke
a loan would cause undue hardship to the individual, such
as loss of .property or wherc 2 new loan may be required to
dispose of property ottained thrcugh liquidation of an
existing loan be approved. =

2., Authority be delegated to the Central Loan Commitlee to re-
move from the active nccounts of the Revolving Credit Fund,
in accordance with existing crcdit regulations, those loans
which are uncollectible, 2nd that excreise of this authority
be subjcct te revicw by the Aidvisory Committece through sub=-
mittal to that Committee each month of 2 lost of those loans
which the Loon Committee determines to be uncollectible,

If the Advisory Committee fails to objzct to the determina-
tions made by the Loar. Commitiec within 30 days following
receipt thereof, thosu dete minations shall be final and
binding.

3. Attorncys for the Tribe and Government submit for approval

a Tribal code of regulations govcrning suits to collect
debts in the llavajo Courts, including forecclosure, garnish-
‘ment and attachment proceedings, design~tion of 2 Tribal
officicl to bring suit in the namo of the Tribe and pro-

. * godurcs for appraisnl and sole of debt-rt's property; ghat
authority be’ vested in the Centr-i Loan Committec to e¢cide

- which loan cases require court action; amd that the Advisory

Committcc be authorized to 2pprove the regulations

L, The Secretary of thc Intcrior be rcquested to amend the
trading rcgul~tions for the Navojo Rescrvation te provide
for cancellation or suspension of a reservation trading
license when a trader purchascs mortgaged property where
such mortgage is of record, without arranging in advance
for rclease of such mortgnge.

5. The Secrctary of the Interior be requested to issue regu-
lations making the sale of mortgaged property on the Navajo
Reservation or the rcmoval of such property from the Nava jo
Reservation without the written consent of the lender a
eriminal offensc within the jurisdiction of the Navajo
Courts, thus pcrmitting punitive action on the reservation
comparable with that cxisting in off-reservation Aareas.
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6o

Te

8o

That the Council Chnirman be authorized to appoint one

loc”1l Loan Committce man from cach Grazing Distriect to
assist with lomn work, such Committeecman to receive come
pensntion at the same rate as Grazing Committeeman, provided
th~t total cxpenditurcs for euch Committecmen serviece shall
not cxeced $10,000 per fiscal vear, Councilmen shall not

bc cligible to serve as locnal Tribal Loan Committeemen,

That funds be provided in the 1955-1956 Tribal Budget to
pry lcenl Loan Committecman's salaries and to employ two
Lo"n Ex"mincrs to be paid from appropriated Tribal funds to
assist wath credit work .,

Taat ¢fi-ctive with reooening of the .oan program, the loan
consract between the Tribc and the Government be revised
to rrovide for thc following intcrest ratcs:

2 per cent on cduc~tionat loans (no change from grcsent
rates

L} per cent on loans to finance tribnl enterprises

5 per cent on loans to cooperatives.

L ver cent on loans to individunls for land purchase,
1-nd lcveling, construction or major repsir of homes
cr other buildings.

5 pcr eent on loans to individunls for purehase of farm
mochincry, equipment, purchase of livesteck, cte,

6 per ccnt for operating items, such as seed, fuel for
tr.ctors, fecd, etec. :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:

The Central Loan Committec 2nd ‘dviscry Committee give further
eonsidcration to the other proposnls in the "Suggestions
Regarding Rcorganization of Navajo R volving Credit Program"
submittcd by the Genernl Sup:rintcndent on July 15, 195L, ~nd
make speeifie recormend~tions to the Couneil by July 1, 1955.

Linia bt

Mary of these suggestions thot we have outlined here in

this proposcd Resolution are probably rathcr difficult for you to
understond rnd I would likc to t2ke timc to take them one bv one ~nd
explrin thaa rather thoroughly. I do not know that you want to take
the time now, ~s it is near the end of the day and you have other
things to do and what I would suggcst is that we mail e~ch of you a
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copy of this proposed Resolution ~2nd I hdpe we have 2 chance to
discuss it the next time you mect, assuvming that you do meet before
teo long,

Roger Daviss

Mr, Ch~irm-n and Members of the Council: I would like
to suggest that we take up the subjcet of Navajo r:lief and assistance
to the cdestitlte,

The Choirman:

Therc is no Risolution ~t hard now that the Courcil can
discuss and I do not know that we have anythang on that .

Dcschecnie Nog Begay:

Mr, Chnirm~n -nd Mcmbers of the Council: I fully agree
with the spcrker = what he mentioncd here, and I sceond the Motion
on it,

Arthur Lece:

Mr, Chairman -nd Mcmb«rs of the Council: I also am very
‘much in favor of what Mr., Davis brought up but, as it has been said
there is no Resolution, we cannot start discussing it but would this
be proper thot if and whon we mcet again, that a Resolution be pre-
pared to that cffect so that we can discuss it?

The Chnirman:

Gentlemen: If you arc favorsble te it, we ean take up
this item tomorrow,

Mrs, Waunckas

Mre Chrirm-n: If we 2rc geing to go into tomorrow, I
would suggest we work until ncon becausze there is some sing going on
back home,
The Chnirﬁnn:

That do you think of that suggestion? Do you favor it?
Marcus Kanuhos

Mr, Chairman: I m not in favor of the suggestiun because
in a2 lot of the communities back homc therc is a lot of work to take

carc of yct rogarding this Tribal cleetion coming 1p.
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Diclt Beynle:

Mr, Ch~irman: I am not in fowvor of the suggested mecting
tomerrow beeause it is just like the former spe “er said, we have these
othcr duvics we have to take carc of and we of listrict 19 hawve tele=-
phoncd to h~ve ~ meeting with pcople there, Mouday is our big Province
Conventinn ond I would suggest that we adjourn now,

James Beeconti:

Mr. Chairman: Do I understand it correctly that we mcct
tomorrow ~nd worol until noon? Would thest be the final meeting of this
Coureil?  Sancbody said mother meeting was coming and so I make a
Motior. that we convene ~n the 2lth of this month,

The Chnirmon:e

Now, if you ~re going tc work tomorrow until noon, there
arc scvernl Resolutions resdy which you can take care of tomorrow bcfore
nocn »nd ~lso after we rceess from hcre this cvening, I would like to
have the “dvisory Committce get togother, Regarding the Tribal
clcections coming up, thcre are certain cncs designated to take cnre
nf that job and sn it is up to those {+1lows to take ecare of that, We
chem14 not, be enmeerncd about Lhat,

Fugene Cordy:

. Mr, Chrirman ~nd Members of the Couneil: I =m fully in
accord with the Chairman 2s to whot he snic,  That is whet I had in
mind to say nnd I am in favor of working up until noon tomorrow,
Roger Davis:

Th~t, about letting the ..dvisory Committec do this?

The Ch~irm-n:

Th~t is on the balmece »f the ~dditional requests for funds
1lik: ecntinzeney monéy and also the appropristion of %25,000 to finish
the roeords which are being e~rricd cut by R-mington Rand Comp-ny,
That is Tribal Gencr~1l Council work too ~nd not the *dvisory Committoc,

Roper Davis:

“hat about the Ciuneil ~utherizing the Advisory Comnittcc
to t~ke there questions up nd scttle ther?
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Frank Bradley:
We can only nppropriate = few dollars.

The Cheirmans

McCabe sent word over by Mr, Littell thot the Council
should work tomorrowe

M~recus Kanuho:

1 insist that we adjcurn nowv ~nd gc horee I hove to go
back homc because I have °n sppointment for LomrrroWe

Tohonnic Nez:

1 favsr wn~', Kanuho Jjust s1id because I m very much in
favor of mectiny ~gain on the 2Lth because we hr e to hake up this

Grozing regulation and tr-ding regulaticn,

The Chairman:

Our Tribal Attewers boor® % .o eovld finish this up

before the ncw Counei” .

Hoskie Cronemeyers

Mr, Chairm~n: I rather prefer thit we t=kz up this

mabter -n the mocting of the 2Lth because you 771 know, you have the
Agenda befcre you, md you know 21l the items to be taken up by the
Cruncil and cnc item tnkes 2 whele day or a hall day and vhat we have
. on the Agend2 is not going to be taken carc of in one=half day. 58

wve do, it will be eareless 2nd we will not go into it thoroughly as

we should ond I -m very much in fover of eollirg another meeting on

the 2Lth »nd clean up everyth’ g herc 8o that ~he new Council will

have a clean platé and, on the 2Lth there are some Government officials

¢rming here that we can meet with,

Normon Littell:

1 told ven before y a lft we would report back te you °n
grazing ~nd I did no ~o beenuse some of the high officials raised
some questions that g:ive rise tn some, cpnflict on certain points and
ag-they were in this region, they have been .~ rdered by the Commissioner
to come over here and thrash out those two or three points so the
Geaeral Council®:nd the ‘dvisory Comnittec will have the advantage of
thot conference ~nd there is no use in talking about it now, It will
only wastc time e Therc arc one o1 two matbers that I have been
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working on which will be left with the Advisary Committee and
will be reported to them 1like the housing construction contract,
ag this mceting will be adjourning at five otclock and, as far as
the legal work is concerned, I now have a basket to put it in when
I leave with a big label on it marked "Laurence Davis"., I say that
because I om leaving on the ¢arly morning train amd I will not geos
home wntil next Monday in this we~ther but I do e2ll attention to
this foct there is now a stationary legal service here and it 18 a
rolief to you and to me, and you should call on him before you m-ke
_g*commitmcnt of any character, Hc can draft Rcsolutions and all thcse
Fthings for thc fdvisory Committecs,

An Item of intcrest before I go is a telegram received
from Ch-rlcs .lexznder advising that Goldwater ha' put in a Bill in
the Scnate ond Senator Murray has put in an jdentical Bill, one
referring to the Judicinl Committce and onc referring to the Insular
sffairs Committcce This Bill would amend Public Law 280 which, au
you will recall, mrke it possible for ony Stnte to extend civil and
criminal jurisdiction to an Indi~n Recservation, by passing an

appropnriate law or a Constitutional amendmecnt in that State, The
amendment would provide th~t there could be no such extension of
of eivil or criminal jurisdiction to this Reservation without the
votc of the adult members of this Tribes The Council would have
to ask for such an election or if the Council did not ask for the
olection, 20% cf‘the adult vote could petition for such an election
to the Sceretary, That is the kind of a law we wanted so that
crimin~l and civil jurisdicticn could not be thrust upon you at any
time,

The opinion in the w411iams versus Lec case on which the
Judge mnde an erroneous opinion, is that this jurisdiction dl ready
exists, and, of course, it does not cxist, It is not often that
a lawyer talks SO confidently ~bout the crror of the Court, but the
Judge i3 as wrong 28 he ean be, and we will show him in due time.
If the Judge was right, why did we need a Bill like this? We would
not need it at all and yet,we arc put to the expense of reviewing
him and toking him to the Supreme Court ~f Ari.ona av4 trying to sct
him down a1 peg or two, We will have to do it,

3 Congratulations on a good Council mceting. I think you
aceomplished m awful lot of work, knowing there are other things
on pcople's minds, if I understand the matter correctly. (Laughter)
The Chrirmant

I think it is 0.K. that the Council come the 2uth, Those
local Councilmen be surc tn ¢~mc on horscback or wagofe We will meet
from the 2Lth to the 28th, fo we will now adjourn. (*pplruse)

(¥hercupon, at 5120 pems the Council meeting adjourned,)
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