April 12, 1966

Mr., Willdam A, Utton

Prasident

San Juan County Farm and
Livestmck Bureau

Aztec, HNew Mexico

Dear Bill:

Reference is made to your April 4 letter. The
Bureau of Reclamation's amended report on the Animas-la
Plata project is expected to be released in the near future
and answers:std your questions should be contained in that
report. When the report is cleared by the Washington office
I am sure that Bob Tyner will have a report available for
study by interested parties.

Sincerely,

DPH:Db bavid P. Hale
- Interstate Stream Engineer

cc: Bob Tyner
Durango, Colorado
w/c of william A Utton letter
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oTATE ENGINEER OFFICE
STATE T FE, M. M.

AZTEC, NEW MEXICO

April 4, 1966

Mr. David P. Hale
State Engineer's Office
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Hale:

Since our conversatiom in Durango I find there are several questions
in my mind concerning the additional water negotiated for by the
State Engineer's Office. I would appreciate if you would answer

the following questions for me. How much water is involved? How
long may.we use this water? From where did we obtain the use of
this water? When will this water be available for use and is there
any stipulation as to how this water is to be used? 1In your opinion
what is the possibility of this becoming firm water?

Thanks for the material you sent me in regard to the Upper Colorade
River Basin Projects.

Yours truly,

yyA 2. (e

William A. Utton
President
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
FEDERAL WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ADMINISTRATION

Region VIII

9017 Federal Building -
19th and Stout Streets

Denver,

o
w

Colorado 80202

March 24, 1966
Re: Animas~La Plata Project

Mr. C. G, Caldwell

Director

Environmental Sanitation
Services

State Department of
Public Health

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr, Caldwell:

We have received a copy of a letter dated February 28, 1966, from the
Bureau of Reclamation to Mr., Larry McElfresh, Sanitarian, New Mexico,
Department of Public Health, Farmington, New Mexico. 'In this letter
the Bureau of Reclamation requested that the New Mexico Department of
Public Health and the Public Health Service (Federal Water Pollution
Control Administration) reconsider their previous comments on the
Animas-Ia Plata Project in light of new developments.

Reference is made to "Report on the Public Health Aspects of the Animas- ~

La Plata Project, Colorado and New Mexico,' December 1960,.a copy of
which was transmitted to your office on December 16, 1960, Item number
elglit on page 15 of this report states ''minimum flow in the Animas RlverA
follow1ng project construction will be 50 cfs which will necessitate
chlorination of the Aztec sewage treatment plant effluent in order to
provide an acceptable raw water for treatment at the Farmington water

intake.!" 1In item number three on page 16 it was recommended that "Project .

costs include an increment reflecting the additional funds that must be
spent by municipalities for improved sewage treatment facilities that
will be required with a minimum flow of 50 cfs of dilution water available
in the Animas River,"

# -In its letter of February 28, 1966 the Bureau of Reclamatlon stated the

following:

OSE-2122
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At the time we were preparing the feasibility report, Farmington
pumped part of its water supply from the Animas River near the
mouth where the flows of that stream are virtually depleted
during drouth periods, The City has abandoned this source of
supply and now diverts all its water by gravity through the
Halford Indepeudent and Farmers Ditches. The Halford Independent
Ditch diverts about two miles downstream from Aztec and the
Farmers Ditch about four miles upstream from that City.
Regardless of whether the Animas-La Plata Project is built or
not, it appears as though it would be advantageous for Farmington
to transfer all of its water rights to the Farmers Ditch and,
thus, avoid the effluent from Aztec's sewer system, Farmington
has just recently built a storage and reregulatory reservoir at
the end of this ditch which also provides some sediment deposition.
The cost of enlarging the ditch should be nominal.

The Halford Independent Ditch and others diverting from the
Animas River below that point have irrigation water rights
totaling 367.8 second-feet for use on 12,520 acres of land. The
Animas-La Plata Project would be required to bypass water for
these senior rights. Any time the project would be diverting

or storing water, it is safe to assume that at this point there
would be at least 200 second-feet of dilution water in the
stream during the summer and 100 second-feet during the winter.

In revising the Animas-La Plata Project, we are providing about
10,000 acre-feet of supplemental storage water at our Howardsville
Reservoir for Farmington and about 2,400 acre~feet of water at
Meadows Reservoir for domestic and municipal uses along the

San Juan River Valley between Farmington and Shiprock.

The Department of Interior is also reformulating plans for the
Navajo Indian Irrigation Project. 1In case there should be a
need for additional municipal and industrial water, it can be
supplied from that project. It, therefore, appears that there
should be an abundance of good quality water available for
municipal and industrial uses in both the Animas- and San Juan
River Valleys in New Mexico.

A copy of our proposed reply.to the Bureau of Reclamation is enclosed for
your review and comments. We would appreciate receiving your comments
by April 6, 1966, if possible. ' '

Enclosure

cc:

R,

- Very truly yours,

N [ Sk

Garry L. Fisk
Assistant Regional
Program Director

Mr. Svore ‘ :
: 0OSE-2123
Regional Office, Dallas S ' :
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DRAFT/3+24~-66

Mr. D. L. Crandall
Director
Bureau of Reclamation
Region &
P. 0. Box 11568
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
Dear Mr. Crandall:
ference is made to the letter of Februaxy 28, 1966, from Mr., Robert H. Tymer,
Project Manager, Animas-La Plata Project. It was requestad that the New Mexico
Department of Public Health and the Federal Water Pollution Coutrol Administrae
tion reconsider previous comments on the Animagela Plata Project inm light of

. new developments.

Our understanding of the new developments are as followai ‘fhe City of
Farmingtﬁu no longer pumps part of its water supply from the Animas River neax
‘the mouth. The ¢ity now diverts all of its water by gravity from the Aﬁimae
River through the Halford Independent and Farmsrg Ditches. The Halford
Independent Ditch diverts about two miles downstreawm from Aztec and the Farmers
Ditch about four wmiles upstream from Aztec. Farmington has just recently built
a stoxage reregulatory resarv;ii at the end of the Parmers Ditch. The Bureau of
Raclamation anticipates that the minimum f£low of the Animas River af the Halford
Independent Ditch would be 200 &fs during the summer and 100 cfs during the
winter, Revisions ¢f the proposed Animas-la Piata.Project would include providing
“about 10,000 acre-feat of supplemental storage Water at'the Howardsville Reserveix .
for Parmington and about 2,400 acra-feet of water at Meadows ﬁesérVOif for |
domestic and municipal uses-aiang the San Juan kivaf Valley between Farmington
and Shiprock. Thae Department of Interivy 1s-aiao'reformn1#t1ng plaus fox the

Navajo. Indian Ixrigation Project., Consideration is being given to supplying
' <
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additional municipal and industrial water from this project 1if thare ehouid be
such a need. The Bureau of Reclamation feels that there should be an abundance
of good quality water available for municipal and industrial uses in both the

Animas and San Juan River Valleys in New Mexico.

In Mr. Tyner's letter it was mentioned that “"Regardless of whether the Animas-
La Plata Project is buillt or not, it sppears as though 1t would be advantageous
for Farmington to tramsfer all of its water rights to the Farmera'Ditch. and,
thus, avoid the effluent from Aztec's sewer system....The cost of enlarging the
ditch should be nominal.”" We agree t@at this change appears advantageous as
this change should provide a safer raw<wﬁtaf sﬁééiy for Farmington. If the
Farmington raw water supply is obtained_ entirely from the Farmers Ditch the
necessity for chlorination of the Aztec sewage {recatment plant effluent to
protéct the Farmington water supply as vecommeaded im our”Deéembat 1960 xeport
"Report on the Public Health Aspects of the Animas<la Plata Project, Coloxado,
New Mexico" 1s negaéed. AsSociaged~with this change Qay be an improvemeat or
degradation of chemicél quality, however,.insufficiant data prevents an

evaluation at this tima.

We would appreciate am opportunity te review in»detaii_tﬁé water quality aspects
of the proposed revisioné.of the Animag~=Ia Plataf?fbjéct and the Navajo Imdian -
Irrigation Project. |
~ Very truly yours,
. Garry L. Fisk

Agsistant Regional
- Program Director

: ] I OSE-2125

RS L T

oo






1966 MAR 24 PH 233

STATE ENGINEER OFFICE L FEATRL T X00
SANTA FE, N. M.

LDARCH 20, 1966

. ROBERD H.

BOnEall % RIOLASATION
DURANGD

DEAR 3R
ore LA PLATA COMPERUATCY BISTRIMY

BOATS MED AR 30, 1966, and
WRNDHINLY TR 0 20807 TFE HOFOSHD AN

BAS-LATEATN PROIRDT A8
CUTLINED BY YOU AT TUE MESTUD AT Li PLAT., HAROH Bth, 1966.
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March 23rd, 1966

Mr. D. L. Crandall, Regional Director,
Bureau of Reclamation,

P. 0. Box 11568, ,

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Pear Mz, Trandall:

During the last few weeks, while your Agency has been revising
the Animas - LaPlata Project, we have been in close contact with Mr.
R. H. Tyner, Project Manager of your office in Durango, Colorado.

We have requested that the praject be designed to provide 13, 500
acre feet'of municipal 2nd industrial water annually, for the City of
Farmington, New México. Thxs arcount includes an allowance of 3, 500
acre feet of water to supply a ‘domestic pipeline which we plan to build
from Farmington to the vicinity of Shjprock, New Mexico.

At a Regular Meeting on March 22, 1966, the Mayor and the City
- Council unanimously endorsed the revised plan of the Animas ~ LaPlata
Project as described by Mr. Tyner.

Ve ry,ftrtﬁy yo

Floyd G. Davis.
Mayor.

FGD:iRS

cci Mr. 8. E. Reynolds, State Engmeer, L
Santa Fe, New Mexmo 1

Mr., G. D. Wa‘lters.,,Sefcretary,
LaPlata Conservancy District,
LaPlata, New Mexico 87418

Mr. R, H Tyner, Project Manager

Bureau of Reclamation, ‘
P. €Y. Rav 40 Thivanan ﬁn?lkis-a'ﬂn {1207
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Phone s 4441 [T RECEIVED
USBR - Durango
MAR 22 1965
WESTERN VEGETABLES, Inc.
P.O. Bex 387 — ‘LA JUNTA, COLORADO {1a5d l - s
T'_.
Mr. Robert H. Tyner
Durange Projects Office
Bureau of Reclamation )
P. O. Box 640 Retain. (Poviod)

Durango, Colorado 81301

Dear Mr. Tyner:

In answer to our recent conversation concerning the proposed Animss- La Plata
project that your agency is working om, I thought perhaps it would be of
benefit to outline our company's anticipated expension in that area.

Western Vegetables first contracted for cucumbers in the San Juan Basin

area in 1965, The acreage was 40O contracted, of which approximately 300 acres
were planted. This was a good average in that this was a new crop and possibly
the first time that a guaranteed price and market for a vegetable crop was
offered in that area. : '

We found that the area produce a high quality product with a very satisfactory
yield per acre. The farmers are rather old fashioned in their farming practices,
but we feel that with a better market for their crops and a chance for larger
profits per acre they will rapidly improve. :

The large labor supply found in the surrounding area is a great benefit for
both farmers and workers in the Basin. By intensifing their farming practices
and opening up new lands by the addition of available water supplies I feel

this could become one of the highest quality vegetables growing area in the
United States. .

We intend to increase our contracted acres of cucumbers to 700 for 1966, and
experiment on two new cropse. We also intend to construct new receiving and
shipping stations within the Basin to handle vegetables as they are added to
out line. The first station is to be ready for 1966 use.

I cannot help but feel that the boom this area felt in oil will be greatly
surpassed with agriculture.as the area is developed.

Very truly yours,
WESTERN VEGETABLES INC.

GB:cb “Geonfe Benscheidt - President

-

A /\1,}‘,,} A',(..Lv 3/ - o0
: g _
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IN REPLY
REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

DURANGO PROJECTS OFFICE - REGION 4 A o
p. O. BOX 640 R ey
DURANGO. COLORADO 81301 o /

=

February 28, 1966

Mr. Larry McElfresh, Sanitarian
New Mexico Public Health

p. O. Box B09

Farmington, New Mexico

Dear Mr. McElfresh:

As discussed im our telephone conversation this worning, we are in the
process of reanalyzing our Animes-La Plata Project prepar .tory to anti-
cipated Congressional Hearings. We are particnlurly concerned about

the possibility of impairing the quality of water that will be available
to the City of Farmington. ‘

At the time we were preparing the feasibility report, Parnington pumped
part of its water supply from the Animas River near the mouth where the
flows of that stream are virtually depleted during drouth periods.

The City bhas abandoned this source of supply and novw diverts sall its
water by gravity through the Hal ford Independent and Farwers Ditches.
The Halford Independent Ditch diverts sbout two miles downstreamn from
Aztec and the Farmers pitch about four miles upstream from that City.
Regardless of whether the Animas-La Plata Project is built or mot, it
appears as though it would be advantageous for Farmington to transfer
all of its water rights to the Farmers Ditch and, thus, avoid the
effluent from Aztec's sewer system. Farmington has just :ecently

built a storage and reregulatory reservoir at the end of this ditch
which also provides some sediment deposition. The cost of enlarging
the ditch should be nominal.

The Balford Independent pitch and others diverting from the Animas
River below thst point have {rrigation vater rights totaling 3678
second-feet for use ou 12,520 acres of land. The Animas-lLa Plata Pro-
Ject would be required to bypass water for these senior rights, Any
time the project would be diverting ot storing water, it is safe to
assums that at this point there would be at least 200 second-feet of
dilutien water in the stream during the susmer and 100 second-feet
during the winter.
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In revising the Animas-La Plata Project, we are providing about 10,000
acre-feet of supplemental storage water at our Howardsville Reservoir
for Farmington and about 2,400 acre-feet of water at Meadows Reser-
voir for domestic and municipal uses along the San Juan River Valley
between Farmington and Shiprock.

The Departwent of Interior is also reformulating plans for the Navajo
Indian Irrigation Project. In case there should be a need for additional
municipal and industrial water, it can be supplied from that project.

It, therefore, appears that there should be an abundance of good quality
water available for municipal and industrial uses in both the Animas -

and San Juan River Valleys in New Mexico.

I would appreciate it if you would contact the Public Health Service
and arrange for your two agencies to reconsider your previous comments
on the Animas-La Plata Project in light of these new developments.
Since Congressional Hearings may be held in the near future, an early
reply i8 requested. :

1f you feel it would be degirable to have a meeting that would include
representation from the Bureau of Reclamation, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

-

e 2 o -
(b TN et/
ZF Land ¥ s

Robert H. Tyner
Project Manager

;

b//In triplicate

cc: Reg.Dir.,8LC, Utah, Att: 4-700
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UNITED STATES
DEPVARTMENT OF THE. INTERIOR

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION -
WASHINGTON, D C. 20240

Py RETN 1
-
werrR ro 7037

FEB 241966

f
Hon. Clinton P. Anderson
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.
— - m“c:; s
{o4r Senatour Andersons
7

ST
i

Knowing of your interest in water resource development in New
Mexico, we wish to advise you of the current status of the
proposed Animas-La Plata Project in Colorado and New Mexico.

oy

As you are aware, the Secretary of the Interior's proposed

report on the Animas-La Plata Project -has been reviewed and
comment vd upon by the affected States of the Colorado River Basin
and the interested Federal agencies. During subsequent considera-
Lion within the Executive Branch, however, it has been decided
that additional study and possible reformulation of the project
\Lan will be required. This work is now under way with the objec-
tive of carly completion of a revised plan. Further processing,
of courre, must await the outcome of these studies.

gt

We would like to assure you that we fully recognize the importance
of this development to the project area, and we intend to make
every of fort to expedite the work associated with this reformulation.

Sincerely yours,

14

Aoting Commissioner

s R

TN _
/j//

14 Seridf 277
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February 18, 1966

Mr., F. F. Montoya, Chairman
La Plata Conservancy Board
ILa Plata, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Montoya:

Thank .you.'for your letter of February 15. None of the
representatives of this office who participated in the
meeting on Feburary 1, 1966 got the impression that the

La Plata Comservancy Baard or any of its members at the
meeting were against the Animas-La Plata project. In fact,
I recall that one of the Board members present, and I do
not remember which one, explicitly stated that the Board
continued to favor the project as described in the Bureau
of Reclamation report.

No minutes of the meeting were kept. I made notes on the

questions which you folks asked and my letter of February 3

reflects those questions and the answers to them prepared
to the hest of my ability. :

Sincerely yours,

S. E. Reynolds
State Engineer

sER/be

Copy to: Dr. G. D. Walters
Mr. Alvin T Talley
Mr. Milton L Sower

blind copy to: Mr. I. J. Coury, Chairman

: Interstate Stream Commission
P O Box 448
Farmington, New Mexico

(w/copy incoming) OSE-2132



1966 FEB 17 AH 9T 11 LA PLaTa, NEJ MEXICO

STATE ENGINEER QFFICE 5
SANTA FE, N M.
*R. STEVE REYHOLDS

STATE ENGINEER

SAYTA FE, NEA MEXICO

DEAR MR. REYNOLDS:

¥E RECEIVED YOUR LETYZR OF FEBRUARY 3, 1966, RE-OUR MEETING WITH YOU
I SATA FE ON FEBRUARY 1, 1966 AND #ISH 90 EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION FOR TE
CO-OPERAYION A'D INFORMATION YOU GAVE US. |

SINCE OUR RETURN HERE, MR. TAILEY, MR. SOWERS AMD LYSELF HAVE BEEN
AGCUSED PUBLICLY OF STANDTLG UP IN THE MEETTHG WITH YOU IN SARTA FE AID
SAYING #E WERE AGATNST TUE ANIMAS Li FLATA DIVERSION. IS THIS TRUE?

I ¥AS UNDER THE IMPRESSION IHAT YOU HAD SOMEONZ KEEFING MINUTES LND
£OLD 4 GROUP MEETLG HERE THAT THE MINUTES WERE AVAILABLE. IF YOU HAVE
ANY NOTES OR MINUYES ON QUESTIONS ASKED, OR THE GENERAL DISCUSSION Thal TOOK
FLACE, A¥D PURFOSE 0¥ THE MEETIIG ETG.; WE WOULD APPRECIATE 4 COPY. IF NOT
#E WOULD APFRECIATE YOUR FURTHER COMMENTS. ON THE MEETING AXD THE
QUESTIONS 4SKED.

SINCERELY

CHATRMAN
LA PLATA CONSERVANCY BOARD

A
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Ly Plata Congergancy Biatrict

LA PLATA, NEW MEXICO
February 9, 1966‘956 FEB 14 A4 9250
STATE ENGINEER @FFICE
SANTA FE, N. M.

Mr. S. E. Reynolds
State Engineer

State Capitol

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Steve:

Received your letter concerning our Feb. 1, 1966 meeting with
you and your staff and our board,

We have not had the opportunity to go into or study the
Statutes set forth in your letter in detail as of yet, but part
of the material we have studied. -

The board is in full agreement as desiring the Animas-La Plata
Project in full as set forth in the feasibility report, and any
and such talk that might sound and appear to the contrary is
only discussion between ourselves and should not go any further.

In othef words we are reserving the right to study the price
tag and/ or any other parts of the porject.

I talked with our Chamber of Commerce Manager yesterday and he
says he has a hundred of our counties leading men ready to

meet with anyone, any time, or ready to travel to any place to
help promote this project. I don't believe his werds are idle
speculation, because almost daily, over the last six months,

I have received calls or queries on the progress of the o

La Plata Project, and often timés the questions come from people
I would consider the least likely to be wconcerned.

Price and Iwbobhvhave.fhé feeling that even though a small

_percentage of our La Plata senior rights people might turn the

project down on vote, which is absolutely not the case at the

moment, the people of San Juan County would still put up the

greatest demand., o o : S

Thank you agéin for your time, patience;'and cooperationes
Sincerely,

"G. D. Walters
Secretary«Treasurer

<2Ayﬁ@ﬁ Jﬂwum;ﬁJ4&1% élr(iédﬂﬂ? o
?'/f{?//éé 3, . | | E OSE-2134







Ffebruary 3, 1966

Dr. 6. D. Walters, Secretary-Treasurer
La Plata Conservancy District
La Plata, New Mewxlico

Pear Dr. Walters:

You will recall that at our meeting on Peburary 1 I agreed
to look up for you the statutes dealing with the assessment
of levies by a conservanay district to repay construction
costs under a contract with the Secretary of the Interiox.

Beotion 75-32-6 through Section 75-32-8 HMBA 13953 Comp
are the statutes I had in mind. %he provisions pertin
to your questions seem to me to susmarive as follows:

ent

The distriet board divides all the veal property
within the distriet ints two classes. The first, Class A,
includes all irrigeble land within the distriet ausd the
second, Class B, includes all other xeal property in the
district. The board then determines the proportion of &hﬁ
annual assesssent to be charged aqainst.éiun; K property
snd the proportion to be charged sgainst Class B. property.
the proportion to be paid by Class A property is asdsessed
and levied annuslly against that property at & ani form
rate per acre. The proportion to be paid by the Class B
property is assessed and levied agaiast such propert
nually on an ad valorem hasis, -

As X unéewat&nﬁ fjj;ya@hie& bxﬁ&ﬁ&t aﬁk by M. j”
on the L& Platy who alvesdy have & dré :_;.ij
under their priorities wpuld not consider the above pedure
eguitable since t&ay*ﬁwuiﬁ in wﬁfeat be paying £¢r~vatez

they already have.

However, it appears that under $aet1an-75~32v5 the provigions
of the Conservancy Act relating to the appraisal of bunﬁﬁi&l
and the assessment and levy pursuant tc such apprab®il :

OSE-2135



Br. 6. b, ¥alters
2
Pebruary 3, 1966

can be applied if the contract with the Secretary of the
Interior expressly so provides. As I understand the matteyr
. the most pertineant ‘provisiocns of the Conservancy Act"
reforved to in Section 75-32-5 are Seetion 75~29-2 which
provides for the appraisal of bensfits and damages of every
kind te all land and property that will result from the
execution of the plan and Section 75-30-4 which provides
that the assessment shall bhe levied en esch tract of land
or other property in the district in proportien to the
benefits appraised and not in excese thereof.

It is important to note that if sesessments are to be levied
in proportion to benefits it will be necessary for the
distriot board and the Secretary of the Interisr to approve
. a contract specifically so providiag. rorthermore, it
appears that Sectien 75-32-30 sakes it necesasry for the
court also to approve the contract between the digtrict

and the Beeretary. I am not sure whether the election
contemplated by Section 78-30-4.1 to approve a congstrustion .
fand agSessment levy i8 necessary where @ gontract with

the Searetary of the Interisy is involved.

Hr. Sower will be interested to note that Section 75-29-2
vequives the appraiser to considsr damsge done to low lands
from seepage and saturation by irxigation water from high

0

-aﬁa&h,! want to caution you that my dhﬁ##ﬁiva-hémg ia pot
to offer legal sdvice but to bring to youy attention the

I turn now to some of your cther questions, $ i
report on the Animas-La Plata yrgﬁ#ﬁﬁ,x”ﬁ””'ﬁf=ﬁ&&& the

total reimburesble construction costs u&&aaat#é to ﬁ&e

OSE-2136



Pr., 6. D. Wsiterse
3
february 3, 1986

Rew Mexico portion of the project swount to §25,8355,000. o
Of this amount $2,635,000 wsald repaid by mon-Indian water — =/
ueers: $475,000 would be charged agalast Indisn lands and
deferved; $107,700 would be gollested g8 ad valovesm taxes

ageinst persons other than water users; the balsnce would

be repaid by powér revenuez from the %iwa&a Hiver stm:we
ij&ct.

The report aiso wﬁ it the syerags chavge

receiving mpplmaﬁai wamr: fmt gs:ct'j
would be $3.09 per scre par yesr ing e jest ope

and maintonande charges. Those mmiviﬁg fm the project

R full supply for aew land weuld pay fron $e;m w 57.84 :
per acxre pexr yeur, m&%&w pm:}wt: mx’a % .91 &m& maiam- .
mace charges. :

The report mﬂww that the h&#twi@ awxy *af ‘m msam
River at the state 1lize 1z 24,800 seve feet per puar snd
that the supply with the Animas v«m Piata m&e@; bt without
pavtivipation by Rew NHexloo, would be 56,200 m& ﬁﬁm&: w
your, Bbhil Muts has ﬁﬁ%&&ﬁﬁﬁ that with m - lope
as plswmed in Colovads %ﬁu mzwiy zxﬁ 56*
serve m& &,%ﬁ ; :
-without regalad

m ﬁw o &

wm £ t:ﬁse iy
thﬂ ﬁ%” ii&mdt -

site, vould be requifed to 1

You may be interested in the englosed vegort *Alteroative

OSE-2137



Pr. 6. D. Walters
4 ,
Peliznary 3, 1966

Uses of Watar, Steam-Electric Power Production ve. Irriga-

ti@n"‘ Ly Alfred L. Parker.
Best regards.

Sim@&#&lyg

8, B. Reyrolds
State Bagineer

: walwum

Hr. !&i&&m L mm maum of Directors
La Plats Conservancy District, La mum
me& mxgat eport) - .

w ﬂixwm

M. P. B mmym
oy Bistrict, La Plata

La Blats Conservancy
Mtsk Parkey mpwm

Mr I J. Coury, Chan.i:man
e.- Stream Commmss:.on

‘ Blind_‘ -cépy. to-»

Farm:.ngtcm, New Mexxco
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STATE GAME COMMISSION

ROBERT J. BROWN, CHAIRMAN
LAS VEGAS

ALVA A, SIMPSUN, JdR.

. SANTA FE
State of New Mexico 4. S. waRD
. ARTESIA
LADD 5. SORDON DEPARTMENT OF GAME AND FISH * ‘oR.'FRANK C. MiBEEN
) ; . ALBUQUERQUE
. BECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION STATE CAPITOL
AND DIRECTRR OF THE DERPARTMENT SANTA FE FL?:::TR‘;IE.DD
87501 -
o g?v
December 14, 1965 LA

Honorable Jack M. Campbell
Governor of New Mexico
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Governor Campbell:

Reference is made to a letter addressed to you from Mr. D. 3. Rlppou,-
Regional Director, Bureau of Reclamation, Salt Lake City, Utah, and
specifically related to the Animas-la Flata Project in Colorado and
New Mexico.

At the outset; we feel we are unable to participate in this project .
under the new Federal Water Project Recreation Act (P.L. 89-72), and ¢ *
pay 506 of the costs that may be necessary to mitigate losses as a '
result of the project. ' : o

The development of the project willl not result in total loss of fish
and wildlife. We feel that the development of additional irrigation,
including the canals and several hundred acres of land under production,
will be of material benefit to the migratory waterfowl and to upland.
birds that might be present in the areas, such as the recently-planted
chukar partridge. The bvenefits for these species of wildlife are
certainly on the plus side. On the minus side we might look at the
loss of big game animals that will fall into the canal and perish and
also we might look nt the decrease in flow of thm Animas River wiich
will reduce fishing in that strean to practically nothing. We requested
g minimum flow down the Animes River for thv protection of the fisheries
resource but this pFOprGJ was frowned upon by the Bureau.

As s side lLth it appears that Lalorado will be hurt & great deal more
than we.
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It seems ironic that a bill would be enacted that would result in
Public law 89-72 which apparently wipes out a long hard battle of
conservationists for mitigation on federal projects. ‘However, we

~are not alone in this problem becsuse every game and fish agency in

the United States will find it virtually impossible to match Tish
and wildlife mitigation on federal projects. ‘

We sincerely hope that the Bureau of Reclamation will recognize this

serious problem confronting us and will take all necessary steps ‘
within the dictates of their project to consider the problem of fish
and wildlife. : o '

- We will follow the progress of this project and work_élbsely.with the 7fﬂa‘H
Bureau of Reclamation in the best interests of game and fish mnagement.s "o

Very truly yéurs, . |

LADD S. GORDON
" Director
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- will be heppy to furnieh edditional information o
emount of the separable recreation and fish and wvildlife costs subject
.~ %0 relmbursement by a non-Federal public body, as shown in the attached
. table, ig $138,000 on the Animas~La Plata Project, with $54,000_b&£ng,3-
- reimbursable by Colorado interests and $84,000 being reimbursable by .
. New Mexico interests, All the associated operation, maintenance, and - ;
" replacement costs would be Payable by the non-Federal Operating agency,
¢ Hon-Federal public bodies could include, for example, irrigation dige |

o tricts, recreation districts, conservancy districts, and public utility
f{ diﬁtricts, as well as State and local governmenta, The menagement and

T~gmﬂﬁ»$haring responsibilities on & Project may be ghared Bmong several

7; non~Federal public bodies. Multiple responslbilivy, rarticularly on
. the Animag~La Flate Project, is anticipated, T

T dopired. The

3 have written & letter, similar in céntent,

tters with State Engineer Steve Reynolds.

':t@lephane and at hiq_request‘are'segding him a copyAqf_this.lgﬁﬁawé'

R

- : Bincerely yours, |

-fééwwgaz Regtonal Director }f
X" ’ . -

- Btove Reynolds, State Englneer
o cimnts Pe, How Mawico
{with enclosure)
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