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SOCORRO-SIERRA    
    REGIONAL WATER PLANNING 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACTS 
April 1, 2003      Nyleen Stowe  (505) 835-1710 
       Merry Jo Fahl  (505) 894-2212 
       Joanne Hilton  (505) 822-9400 
 
 
SOCORRO AND SIERRA COUNTIES CHOOSE OTHER WAYS TO 
USE AND SUPPLY WATER 
 
Socorro and Sierra County representatives and residents will make final choices about the 
future ways water should be used and supplied in the region during the last round of 
public meetings to be held in Socorro and Truth or Consequences in April. The meetings 
will begin to wrap up the regional water planning process in the two counties. 
 
The public is invited to the meetings to be held Thursday evening, April 17 at K-Bob’s 
Steakhouse in Truth or Consequences, 2260 N. Date St., and Tuesday evening, April 22, 
in Socorro at K-Bob’s Steakhouse, 1123 Frontage Road, NW.  Both evenings will begin 
with a “buy-your-own” dinner at 5 p.m. and follow with the meeting at 6 p.m.  
 
Consultants for the project will summarize the pros and cons of alternative ways to use or 
save water so that enough exists to meet future needs. Alternative methods were proposed 
and ranked by the public at previous public meetings. Top choices included such ideas as 
replacing exotic vegetation such as salt cedar and Russian olive with native vegetation, 
raising water rates, improving water reservoir management, and developing a viable 
water banking system.  
 
The public meetings are the last to be held in the two-county area as part of the process to 
develop a regional water plan. At the kick-off meeting in April 2002, participants 
developed a list of potential alternatives to current water use and demand. At subsequent 
meetings participants refined the list and determined which alternatives held the most 
promise for ensuring a future water supply for the region and should be studied further. In 
the future, county residents will have a chance to review and comment on a draft plan 
before it is finalized. 
  
The Socorro and Sierra Soil and Water Conservation Districts are undertaking the water 
planning process with a grant from the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission. The 
SWCDs have contracted with Daniel B. Stephens, a hydrology and engineering firm from 
 
                                              

            (More) 
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Socorro-Sierra Water Plan 2 
 
 
 Albuquerque, to develop the plan. Aiding them are Hydrosphere, a policy analysis and  
engineering firm with an office in Socorro, and Sites Southwest, a planning and 
landscape design firm in Albuquerque.  
 
Guiding the process is a volunteer Water Plan Steering Committee composed of a range 
of interested persons in both counties. These include representatives from local 
government, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, New Mexico Tech, the mutual 
domestic water users associations, the Bosque del Apache, and Elephant Butte.  
 
     # 



SOCORRO-SIERRA    
    REGIONAL WATER PLANNING 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACTS 
October 10, 2002     Nyleen Stowe  (505) 835-1710 
       Merry Jo Fahl  (505) 894-2232 
       Joanne Hilton  (505) 822-9400 
 
 
SOCORRO AND SIERRA COUNTIES EVALUATE POSSIBLE 
CHANGES TO CURRENT WATER USE AND SUPPLY 
 

Socorro and Sierra County residents will have another opportunity on October 24 
to consider possible changes in how water is used and supplied in the two-county area. 
 

The regional water planning project is moving forward with the third of four 
public meetings this year to be held at 6 p.m.,Thursday, October 24 at K-Bob’s 
Restaurant,123 NW Frontage Road in Socorro.  
 

At the previous meeting in June, participants refined a list of potential alternatives 
designed to meet the future demand for water in the region where, in average years, water 
supplies barely exceed demands. Favored alternatives included removing exotic 
vegetation—salt cedar, Russian olive—along the Bosque, improving the efficiency of the 
agricultural ditch delivery system, and creating a viable water banking system to make it 
easier to transfer water within the planning region.  Attendees also proposed criteria for 
evaluating alternatives, such as how much water would be saved, whether it would impair 
the public welfare, and whether the method would be physically possible. 
 

On Thursday evening, participants will evaluate the list of more than 45 
alternatives by the selected criteria and choose the most viable ones for in-depth study by 
hydrology consultants Daniel B. Stephens and Associates and Hydrosphere. Aiding them 
will be estimates from state consultants on how much water each alternative could be 
expected to save or produce.  

 
Studies produced for the project show that 80 percent of water consumed in the 

region evaporates from Elephant Butte and other reservoirs or is consumed by plants 
along the river or in shallow water tables. The next largest water user is irrigated 
agriculture, which consumes about 18 percent of the total supply. Domestic use supplied 
by public and private water systems as well as individual wells, accounts for only 0.6 
percent, the same percentage as livestock. The remaining categories of commercial, 
industrial, mining activities combined use less than 0.5 percent of water in the region.   
 
     (More) 
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The Socorro and Sierra Soil and Water Conservation Districts undertook the 
water planning process with a grant from the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission. 
The SWCDs have contracted with Daniel B. Stephens, a hydrology and engineering firm 
from Albuquerque, to develop the plan. Aiding them are Hydrosphere, a policy analysis 
and engineering firm with an office in Socorro, and Sites Southwest, a planning and 
landscape design firm from Albuquerque.  
 

Guiding the process is a volunteer Water Plan Steering Committee composed of a 
range of interested persons in both counties. These include representatives from local 
government, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, New Mexico Tech, the mutual 
domestic water users associations, the Bosque del Apache, and Elephant Butte.  
 

The plan, along with water plans from other regions in the state, is anticipated to 
contribute information to a statewide water plan, which will guide interstate water 
management decisions.  

 
 
                                                 ### 



SOCORRO-SIERRA    
    REGIONAL WATER PLANNING 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACTS 
June 10, 2002     Nyleen Stowe  (505) 835-1710 
       Merry Jo Fahl  (505) 894-2232 
       Joanne Hilton  (505) 822-9400 
 
 
SOCORRO AND SIERRA COUNTIES EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES 
TO CURRENT WATER USE AND SUPPLY 
 
How should Socorro and Sierra Counties change the way water is supplied and used in 
the region? Should salt cedar be removed and replaced with native plants? Should 
farmers change to drip irrigation? Should water rates be increased? Should wastewater be 
reclaimed and reused?  
 
County residents will have the opportunity to suggest additional alternatives to meet the 
future demand for water and to prioritize alternatives such as these for further 
investigation on Thursday, June 20, at 6 p.m. The meeting will take place at K-Bobs 
Restaurant in Truth or Consequences, 2260 N. Date St. A “dutch treat” dinner at K-Bobs 
will be held before the meeting at 5 p.m. 
 
The public meeting is the second of four that will be held this year in the two-county area 
as part of the process to develop a regional water plan. At the kick-off meeting in April, 
participants developed a list of potential alternatives to current water use and demand. 
The next step is to refine the list and determine which alternatives hold the most promise 
for ensuring a future water supply for the region and should be studied further.  
  
The Socorro and Sierra Soil and Water Conservation Districts are undertaking the water 
planning process with a grant from the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission. The 
SWCDs have contracted with Daniel B. Stephens, a hydrology and engineering firm from 
Albuquerque, to develop the plan. Aiding them are Hydrosphere, a policy analysis and 
engineering firm with an office in Socorro, and Sites Southwest, a planning and 
landscape design firm from Albuquerque.  
 
Guiding the process is a volunteer Water Plan Steering Committee composed of a range 
of interested persons in both counties. These include representatives from local 
government, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, New Mexico Tech, the mutual 
domestic water users associations, the Bosque del Apache, and Elephant Butte.  
 
       (More) 
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Socorro-Sierra--2 
 
The plan, along with water plans from other regions in the state, is anticipated to 
contribute information to a statewide water plan, which will guide interstate water 
management decisions.  
 
 
     ### 



SOCORRO-SIERRA    
    REGIONAL WATER PLANNING 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACTS 
April 10, 2002     Nyleen Stowe  (505) 835-1710 
       Merry Jo Fahl  (505) 894-2232 
       Joanne Hilton  (505) 822-9400 
 
 
SOCORRO AND SIERRA COUNTIES LOOK FOR ALTERNATIVES 
TO CURRENT WATER USE 
 
How can Socorro and Sierra Counties make sure they have enough water for future 
prosperity of the region? Come help think of potential alternatives to the way water is 
supplied and used in the region on Friday, April 19, 6:30 p.m., at the Ranchers 
Steakhouse in Socorro.  
 
This public meeting will kick off the second year of the regional water planning process 
in the two-county area. Consultants for the project will report information learned from 
the first year’s investigation and then encourage meeting participants to develop creative 
ways of addressing the region’s water concerns. Ranchers Steakhouse is located at 606 N. 
California Street in Socorro.  
 
The Socorro and Sierra Soil and Water Conservation Districts are undertaking the water 
planning process with a grant from the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission. The 
SWCDs have contracted with Daniel B. Stephens, a hydrology and engineering firm from 
Albuquerque, to develop the plan. Aiding them are Hydrosphere, a policy analysis and 
engineering firm with an office in Socorro, and Sites Southwest, a planning and 
landscape design firm from Albuquerque.  
 
Guiding the process is a volunteer Water Plan Steering Committee composed of a range 
of interested persons in both counties. These include representatives from local 
government, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, New Mexico Tech, the mutual 
domestic water users associations, the wildlife refuges, and Elephant Butte reservoir.  
 
The plan, along with water plans from other regions in the state, is anticipated to form the 
framework for a statewide water plan, which will guide interstate water management 
decisions.  
 
 
      ### 
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