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Preface

Document Evolution

This water plan document is intended to be an evolving, regularly updated, repository of the water planning
information that is gathered through public and stakeholder participation, along with technical analysis. All
attributable comments and suggestions from the public will be incorporated and reported in future versions
of this document. Address recommended changes or comments to the Mid-Region Council of Governments
or the Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly.

Status of this Version

This regional water plan was accepted by each of the local governments in the region in early 2004 and was
accepted by the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission on August 17, 2004. The content was
developed according to a structure and guidance drawn from the New Mexico Interstate Stream
Commission (ISC) December 1994 Regional Water Planning Handbook template, with some additions that
were deemed appropriate for the region. This issue lists and ingests comments that were received from the
ISC and from general public Open Houses. Numerous comments were recognized as important for
incorporation, but required resources beyond those available for this issuance. Those comments were
deferred for action during the next update cycle.

Document Identity

This document is the Middle Rio Grande Regional Water Plan. It is the repository for community-based
collaborative information and decisions concerning the means for balancing between renewable water
supply and water demand in the region.

Document Genesis and Local Role

The water planning process, including development of this document for the Middle Rio Grande Region
(MRG Region), was coordinated jointly by the Water Assembly and the Water Resources Board. The Water
Assembly is a grass roots organization with a mission to develop a MRG regional water plan through an
open, inclusive, and participatory process. The Water Resources Board is the Mid-Region Council of
Governments' (MRCOG) designated policy-making board for water issues. This document is intended to be
taken as well-coordinated advisory guidance to local, state, and federal officials in their process of making
and implementing public policies and regulations that affect the MRG Region as well as guidance to the
general public.

Water-Planning Context

This plan is intended to provide a blueprint for solving the water problems of the MRG Region. This plan,
along with other regional plans, is intended to be integrated into the State of New Mexico Water Plan. The
statewide water planning process is being conducted under the guidance of the ISC, a department of the
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (OSE).

Overall Planning Schedule

This document represents the result of extensive public sessions over a seven-year period coupled with
expert technical analyses. It is expected, however, that regional water planning activities will be ongoing,
well beyond publication of this document.

Planning Process

To be of any use, and as specified by the ISC, the water planning process must be a collaborative one,
involving as much balanced public and stakeholder participation as possible. Toward this end numerous
public meetings, broad information distribution, and focused public and stakeholder outreach, as well as
detailed technical work, are all an integral part of the plan development process.
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