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The First Assembly for Water Planning in the Middle Rio
Grande

On June 26th, the State Engineer convened an assembly of Middle Rio Grande water stakeholders to
take up the "responsibility and the privilege to plan for their own water future."

Turney pointed to recent evidence that the groundwater aquifer is being extensively mined and that
consumptive uses of surface and ground water already exceed sustainable supplies. He urged middle
valley stakeholders to come together to talk and act if they want to protect a future for the Rio Grande
bosque, the valley's agricultural economy, its native species habitat, and its potential for continued
growth. All these, Turney said, are put at risk by the race for water, possible regulatory impasse, and
single-issue water management.

In response to this Call to Action, the University of New Mexico hosted The First Assembly for Water
Planning in the Middle Rio Grande Friday August 8th and Saturday August 9th at the University of
New Mexico Campus.

Friday's full agenda began with addresses from representatives of Cochiti, Isleta, Santo Domingo and
San Felipe Pueblos. Joe I. Cordero, the Lieutenant Governor of Cochiti Pueblo said, "The Pueblo de
Cochiti is here to listen," a sentiment echoed by other Pueblo speakers, who explained that they were
not present as participants. The Governors, however, did share some of their concerns about water
planning in the middle valley.

Other Middle Rio Grande citizens, water users, and representatives of public bodies also shared with
one another their hopes, fears, and ideas for the water future of the middle valley. During the
afternoon, the law, hydrology, ecology and demographics of the Middle Rio Grande area was briefly
reviewed by University of New Mexico researchers.

Friday evening the Assembly welcomed Interstate Stream Commissioner Tracy Seidman Hephner's
lively history and status report on the ISC's regional water planning process, and Steve Walker's rich
and informative presentation of his experience organizaing Washoe County, Nevada's comprehensive
regional water management plan.

On Saturday, participants formed working groups to look at the basic organizational questions for
water planning, including:

•  What boundaries should the planning area have?

•  How can all stakeholders be assured an even footing?

•  Who will assure water-plan policies are implemented and followed?

•  How can regional planning be accomplished most effectively?



•  How should it be funded?

•  How will we keep the planning process going?

Coordinators of the Assembly were asked to use the reports of the working groups to develop a
proposal for forming a steering committee that will lead Middle Rio Grande stakeholders in a regional
water planning effort. This proposal will be reviewed by Assembly participants at a meeting that will
be announced late in the Fall.





http://www.ose.state.nm.us/publications/winter97waterline.html

Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly
The Middle Rio Grande is the part of New Mexico most in need of water planning, and the region that
is farthest behind in the regional water planning process, Norm Gaume, Chief Engineer for the
Interstate Stream Commission, said at the 2nd Assembly for Water Planning in the Middle Rio Grande
on Saturday, November 8th. About a hundred and fifty residents of the Middle Rio Grande spent the
day working out how to govern a water planning process for the region.

The Assembly's first act was to reaffirm the resolution of the 1st Assembly, held last August, to "call
for the development of a Regional Water Plan through an open, inclusive and participatory process."
To assure participants that their existing rights are not compromised by participating in the planning
process, the resolution was amended to add "Moreover, we affirm as a fundamental principle, that
participation in regional water planning through the Middle Rio Grande Water Assembly process shall
not in any way be interpreted as modifying, compromising, or placing at risk any water entitlement,
claim, or management authority held by the participant independently of the regional water planning
process."

1st Assembly participants had asked the team of UNM water experts who served as Assembly
coordinators to prepare a proposal for governing the Middle Rio Grande's regional water planning
process and to convene a 2nd Assembly. The coordinators sought the help of a number of others
involved in water policy in the region, forming an "Expanded Coordinating Committee." This
Expanded Committee recommended formation of an Action Committee with three broad groups of
members_members of the general public, called "advocates," specialists, and water managers. Each
member of the Action Committee would represent a particular constituency within the broad group to
which they belong.

After a lively discussion, these recommendations were accepted, and Assembly attendees divided into
the three groups to select representatives to the Action Committee.

While the Governance Recommendations suggested that eight members be chosen from each broad
group to serve on the Action Committee, the Specialist group proposed twelve, and the Advocates
group, fourteen. The Assembly charged the Action Committee with resolving this discrepancy at its
next November 19th meeting.

Gaume was asked to talk to 2nd Assembly attendees about the State Water Plan and how the Middle
Rio Grande process would fit into it. Though Gaume's talk ended a long and tiring day, the twenty-
minute talk was followed by forty minutes of questions from Assembly participants anxious to learn as
much as possible about how to make an effective and enforceable regional water plan for the Middle
Rio Grande.
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE WATER ASSEMBLY

SPECIAL ANNUAL SESSION
SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2001

1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

1:00 – 1:15 Introduction/Welcome Bob Wessely, Chair

1:15 – 1:25 Today’s Process

1:25 – 1:40 Walk to rooms, reconvene
Agricultural, Cultural and Historical Water Use Advocates – Room xxx
Environmental Advocates
Specialists
Tribal Interests
Urban Users and Economic Development Advocates
Water Managers

1:40 – 3:00 Constituency Group Sessions

3:00 – 3:15 Adjourn, walk to Lecture Hall

3:15 – 3:40 Reports from Constituency Groups (5 minutes each) Reporters from Groups

3:40 – 3:45 Next steps Bob Wesseley

3:45 - 4:00 Consideration of changes to the bylaws Bob Wesseley

The Water Assembly thanks MRGCOG for providing printing services.
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Recently, news about water has increased as various
users vie for current supplies and plan for future
needs.  We know the region's present water demand
exceeds the renewable supply, and without
modification, the imbalance will continue to
increase.  How shall we reduce our demands?  What
will be included in the regional water plan?  How
will that reflect your values?

Here's why to attend this year's Water Assembly:

•  learn what has been accomplished this past year

•  hear how various users tried to balance the water
budget

•  observe how computer-based models can aid our
decisions

•  select representatives to the Water Assembly

•  ensure that the Regional Water Plan includes a
wide range of values

•  find out how you can be involved!

SIXTH
MIDDLE RIO GRANDE

WATER ASSEMBLY

RR ee cc oo gg nn ii zz ii nn gg
EE aa cc hh   OO tt hh ee rr '' ss
WW aa tt ee rr   VV aa ll uu ee ss

Establishing a Basis for Balancing
Our Budget

As we bring our water demands
into balance with our renewable

water supply

SSaattuurrddaayy ,,   AApprr ii ll   66 ,,   22000022
88::0000   aa ..mm..   ttoo   55 ::0000   pp ..mm..
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For more information
call 293-9208

Or Visit our website
 www.WaterAssembly.org
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SIXTH  MIDDLE RIO GRANDE
WATER ASSEMBLY

Recogni zing Each Ot her 's Water Val ues - 
E st abli shi ng a Basi s f or  Balanci ng Our Budget

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

   At the recent Community Conversations series, many
of you found that there's more to balancing the water
budget than plugging in a set of numbers; you found
that to balance the budget, the community must reach
agreement on a shared set of values.
   At the upcoming April Assembly, Water Assembly
members from the water managers, agricultural,
environmental and urban economic development
advocacy groups will describe how they have tried to
balance the budget based on their values.
   As we strive to understand each other's values, we
can begin to identify those we hold in common and
search for commonalities in those we do not.  These
values will help to frame the solutions chosen to
manage our water imbalance.
   An important aspect of the Water Assembly is that it
embodies many different interests who give voice to
their values.  These various constituencies will be
selecting delegates to represent them.  Your
participation is important to ensure that the mission of
the Assembly is fulfilled.
   The Water Assembly is the negotiating table for
regional water planning; the place where a common
vision for our water future will be established.  Please
join us!

8:00 - 9:00 Coffee and Registration
9:00 - 5:00 Program

Topics to be covered include:

•  Regional and subregional planning  reports
•  Demonstration of Decision Making Tools and

their Utility
•  Presentation on Quantifying Values
•  A Panel Discussion by Diverse Water

Constituencies
•  Selection of Action Committee Representatives

*** Don't miss the Exhibition room ! ***

This Assembly benefits from numerous volunteer
hours, as well as support from the Middle Rio Grande
Council of Governments, the UNM Water Resources

Administration Program, the UNM Utton Center,
Sandia National Labs and the Interstate Stream

Commission.

Complete Agenda Available by April 1 at the
Water Assembly website:
www.WaterAssembly.org

Water Assembly Mission: To develop a plan of
sustainable water management strategies for the

Middle Rio Grande Region and to establish a
process to implement the plan through an open,

inclusive and participatory process.
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AGENDA

8:00 - 9:00 - Registration and Coffee

** check out the exhibition room **

9:00 Welcome

Robert Wessely, chair of the Water Assembly
Lawrence Rael, Executive Director of MRGCOG
Bill Sapien, Sandoval County Commission,
    Water Resources Board
Michael Campana, Director of UNM Water
   Resources  Program
Howard D. Passell,  Sandia National Laboratories

9:30 Report from the Water Assembly: Where We've Been and
Where We're Headed
-  Robert  Wessely
Summary of Future Water Use Projections & Population
Projections
- Joe Quintana, Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments
Report from Río Puerco y Río Jemez Joint Watershed
Committee
-  Marion Woolf, Co-Chair

10:30 Break

10:45 Report from Alternatives Working Team
- Ed Payne, Chair
Pueblo Perspective
- Fidel Lorenzo,  Haaku Water Office
Summary of Current Water Issues
- Elaine Moore Hebard
Relationship between State & Regional Water Planning
-  Norm Gaume, Chief Engineer, Interstate Stream
Commission

noon Lunch provided

** check out the exhibition room **

12:45 Thoughts on why we're here & how we plan
- John R. Brown

Report from Public Participation & Communication Working
Team
- Kevin Bean, Chair

Models: A tool to aid in decisions
Demonstration of Water Balancing Exercise
- Howard Passell, Sandia National Labs

1:30 How the Constituency Groups Balanced the Water Budget
facilitated by Melinda Smith
- panel discussion
- questions from the audience

3:00 break

3:20 Constituency groups caucus
- review of interests
- selection of representatives & chairs

4:30 Report back & wrap up

5:00 Final words and adjourn

moderated by Elaine Moore Hebard



Special Thanks to:

∗  The WA Public Participation and Communication Working Team
∗  University of New Mexico Water Resources Administration Program
∗  Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments
∗  Sandia National Labs
∗  UNM Utton Transboundary Resource Center
∗  New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission
∗  Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority
∗  Rio Rancho
∗  Intel

The Water Assembly is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  The
registration fee covers part of the costs of the annual Assembly,

which fee we try to keep affordable for all.  As a non-profit
organization, we certainly welcome donations!

Upcoming events!

∗  Next Action Committee Meeting - April 17, 2002, 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. in the Rotunda – Park North Building; Science
and Technology Park at the University of New Mexico;
801 University Blvd. SE; Albuquerque, NM.

∗  Keep your eyes peeled for the next series of Community
Conversations, coming your way in early summer!

Water Assembly, P.O. Box 25862, Albuquerque, NM  87125-5862

Sixth
Middle Rio Grande
Water Assembly

Recognizing

Each Other's

Water Values

Establishing a Basis for Balancing Our
Budget

As we bring our water demands
into balance with our renewable water supply

Saturday, April 6, 2002

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

UNM Anthropology Building
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The 7th Water Assembly was also the 6th Regional Forum. See HG-2 for Forum materials.


